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" Bombing by U.S.

VIENTIANE, Laos, April 17—
A major aim of communist
North Viet Nam and the Pathet
Lao in their proposals fo Pre-
mier Souvanna Phouma for

- “peace talks in Laos is believed

o be to try to force him to
oppose American bombing of
the Ho Chi Minh trail.
Souvanna told this reporter
in an interview that his govern-
ment had not specially author-

jzed the bombing raids in the

first place and had no control
over them now.
Care Liitle for N. Viets

He made it clear, however,

* that he cares little for what
. happens to the North Vietnam-'

' gse, who refused to live up

"" {o the 1962 Geneva accord and
~|the 312th and the 316th. Vang

leave Laos. :

“we have no objections to the

£\ - bombing of the trail,” "Sou-

-

-

! asked the
“ qnake reconnaissance flights
. * over north Laos in the Plain of

.- Jars arca. As more and more

. vanna said. -
Americans here say the
United - States would be em-

", barrassed severely at the least

! to continue bombing the Ho Chi
~ Minh trail over the protests of
, Souvanna. However, they see
! no signs of the Laotian prince
1 yielding to Hanoi on this point.

" government and Laos itself
. survive on American military
and economic ald will remain

|

H
i a large factor in any talks
;, which may be held with the
i Pathet o

Lao.

Asks for Flights
In May, 1964, Souvanna
United States to

North Vietnamese poured into
Laos, Souvanna said, he asked
for more American air support.

the weather Is clear, more than
400 sorties have been tlown on
some days. '
Souvanna told this reporter
he already had offered to stop
the bombing in north Laos if
the North Vietnamese pulled
their troops back to the Ho
Mioh trail,- 0 0 0 .

-
v e
-

| guerrilla-like stabs, offercd

[ Chief of Tokyo Bureau}
(Chicaye Tribune Press Servicel

Pathet Lao Weak

However, a" North Viel-
namese pullout from mnorth
Laos would leave only the
Pathet Lao {o battle Laotian
government forces and Vang
Pao’s Mcos. Like the Viet Cong
in South Viet Nam, the Pathet

Lao have lost much of their
former strength and effective-
ness. Today they are rated as
pushovers o a straight contest
with Vang Pao’s men. ‘
‘That is why westerii military
observers believe -Hanol com-
‘mitted its own troops to the
current offensive. ‘.
" When the North Vielnamese
began - their offensive in, Jan-
uaty, they mobilized two full
divisions of 10,000 men each—

Pao's troops, whose specialty
has always been surprise

from the area did deprive them

‘bear supplies and am'mmmo""expected to hold the upper hand

2,000 men of the 316th were .o pnore Laotians In Thailand
committed to the probes ab y,.4in Laos itseld.
Long Cheng. . It Vang Pao can hold on at
The sweep across the Plain of Long Cheng for five more
Jars cost the North Vietnamese weeks until the rainy season
few casualtics because cloudy begins, the military picture will
skies ham pered American brighten considerably, observ-
bombing missions. But the ers here said. '
mass evacuation of tribesmen Rains Stop Fighting

The rainy season forces all
fighting to stop. When the skies
clear up, Vang Pao’s forces are

of a-source of forced labor
which might have been used to
2 N
'"Committed to Supplies  pecause of the air support they
At least 8,000 men of the:get from the United States.
316th division in forward posi-i” [act year, one military ob-:
tions near Leng Cheng arejgeryer said, the United States
be}xeved to .be . totally com-| wpombed the North Vietnamese
mitted to movingup supplies at' ong Pathet Lao off the Plain of

this time, . , . " in
Had the whole division struck Jars” and Vang Pao swepl .

at Long Cheng, the North
Vietnamese could have taken

same thing is likély to occur
again this summer, i Longll

the outpost, American military| creng holds out, mmury‘

behind the air support. The i

.~ The fact that Souvanna's his force of an estimated 8,000,

'\ beyond the Plain of Jars, where
first

Eventually, full scale bomb-l

ing raids in support of Laotian |
ground troops developed. When:

| ties probié
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sources said,

only token resistance and . - .o
Meanwhile, Vang Pao's men

moved west off the Plain of

with substantial American air March 31. Reinforcements were
support only last August. - flown into Long Cheng by Air
" Trgops in Disarray America, the CIA's southeast
By the time Vang Pao and Asia air line. Supplies continue
y the lime Vang to come, and as each day
;passes Vang Pao will get
stronger. o
| Thal Reinforcenrents

Among the reported rein-

men got back to their strong-
holds at Sam: Thong and Long
|Cheng in late February, the
Meo troops were in disarray.

No one had expected the
North © Vietnamese to ' push|Thai artillery men, whose num-
' ‘v |bers have been estimated at
between 320 and 750, - -

The Thai, Laotian, and

American governments have

they had lost 8,000 tons of
weapons and equipment in
Vang Pao's thrust last sum-
mer, For the  first time

since 1962, however, thcy
¥ : edged that Thai nationals had
moved south of the plain. + | come to fight—as Individuals..

Sam Thong ~was' evacuated .
without a fight on March 18 and Thais and Laotians. are re-

'Xﬂgﬁg.l’” dug lln qt Long.- and fam

Have Logistics Woes : P“"?ﬁum April Z’.

In the next few days, how-

ever, the North Vietnamese

made no attempt to occupy

Sam Thong and failed to mass

enough troops to overwhelm

Long Cheng. It soon became in- .

| creasingly: apparent that the

Hanoi forces were having logis- - .
ms,

governments have acknowl-

had been left' pohind on the
| Plain_ of Jars and that ‘only, -

Jars. They had geized the plain moved back into Sam Thong on|

forcements was a battery of}

denied this report, but all three ‘

N

lated closely by race,. culture,| -
ily. As Souvafira told a

expert said.

ut, this

- .
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ton, D-Mo. The senator says that
it is with regret he has agreed to
the release with about 10 per cent
of the factual information still
withheld. o :

* K

The release of the testimony ac-

STATINTL

silent about a covert operation,

but another to keep from the
American people a war that .has
cost billions of dollars— and, what
is more important, American lives.
-U.S. participation in the war in !
Laos has been kept sccret long ;

past the time when it should have !
been a matter of public record. .
We hope Sen, Symington con- °
tinues to battle for [urther revela- .
tion,’ '

cumulated by Symington’s Senate
subcommittee on U.S, security
commitments comes after a six-
month battle with the White
1ouse and the State Department,
‘The senalor declares that the bat-
~ tle was to obtain release of enough-
of the hearings to make them
-meaningful,
Sen. Symington insists, and we -
agree, that it is one thing to keep fii*ed concerning the irregular

of the
Story

7’-\\' yAg e ;
A staff aide to the scnator in- |
forms us there arc several major .
~areas which remain secret: ‘
There will be no details releas-
Lao

{

! SIX HUNDRED PAGES of se-
}cret testimony on U.S.. involve-
| ment in Laos will be released to-
i morrow by Sen. Stuart Syming-

[

-forces supported by Central Intelli-
gence Agency funds, There will
be no information about increas-
ed combat air sorties over north-
ern Laos. There will be no infor-
mation about U.S.-operated air
bases in Thailand from which the
. U.S. flies missions over Laos. |
- There will be nothing said about ¥
U.S. financing of third-country n:- 1
tionals in the war in North Laos. A
W 5 L
And why is. the administration |
flghting release? Because, as it j§ .
quite aware, such information
would show the U.S. had violated
the 1962 Geneva Accords which
guaranteed the neutrality of Laos,
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" THE TALK OF THE TOWN

Notes and Comment

pational debate on the Vietnam

war, and it appeared that, s fay
as the debate was concerned, the dis~
senting forces won a victory of sorts.
All of the political candidates for na-
rional office incorporated a good deal of
the rhetoric of the peace movement in
their public remarks, and all of them

: IN 1968, Amecrica had a kind of -

~seemed persuaded  that withdrawal of

our troops was the only course the next

. President could afford to follow, The

war was shorn of its justifications not

~only in the minds of its veteran critics

but also, somewhat surprisingly, in the
minds of its former supporters, The
demand for military victory in Vicgnam
all hut disappeared from national poli-
tics, and the considerably slackened de-
bate centcred almaost exclusively on the
question of how long it should take us
to get out. Hawkish sentiment appeared
to undergo an odd twist, in which

anger at critics of the war intensified

but support for the war actually de-
cined. (A rally held in Washington

Jast week in support of military victory
in Victnam drew, according to police -
© .estimates, only fifteen thousand peo-

ple.) And yet now, nearly two years
after the heginning of the 1968 cam-
paign, in a peculiar atmuosphere  of
mental exhaustion, in which bath op-
ponents and supporters of the war scem
tn have Jost their forensic stamina, our
involvement in the conflict continucs
on almost the samc scale, and even
threatens to expand into Laos .and

 Cambodia. It is as though the public

had shrugged its shoulders and decided

" Tcannot he affected by Shuman effort.

“The war has outlived tlic issue of the
war, - OE

In the days when the debate was
sl vigorous, opponcnts of the war
used to find it helpful o expose false
. claims made hy the government, and

to point out ironics and contradictions”

<in government policy, They used 1o

say things like “Fhe body count is
exaggerated, and anyway a body count
is no real measure of suceess,” or “I'he
pacification program isn’t going as well
as the government says it i, or “The
South Victnamese clections are vigged,
and the Saigon regime is Fdictatorship
and docsi’t have the support of its own
people.” And finally they picced to-
gether the ultimate irony—that we
scemed actually to be physically de-
stroying the country we were supposed’
to be saving, In the last year or so,
however, opponents of the war bave
‘found that it is inadequate to repeat
these arguments. Perhaps one reason

is that the gap between the official ex-:

planations and the realities we are
faced with daily en television and in
the newspapers has bhecome so stage
geringly huge and so obvious that when
one persists in making these points vie
fecls almost ludicrnusly simpleminded,
Also, pointing out discrepancies  bes
tween the official versions and the re-

“+alities scems to presume a rationality

in the whole enterprise that is now re-
vealed to be entirely lacking. It is as
though we were taken on a tour of an
alleged health resort that turned out in
' fact to he a concentration camp, and
were then obliged to write a report
describing in great detail the specific

health resoit and those of a concentra-
tion camp. We might well feel slightly
mad as we wrote things such as
“Whereas in a health resort there are
doctors giving people mudicine, here, on
the contrary, we find armed guards
systematically murdering the inmates.”
- We might bave the same sense of ab-
“surdity as we wrote that “whereas the
American forces are supposed to be
building demacratic political structures
- in the villages of Victnam, we find that
. they are bombing the villages and shoot-
ing the villagers.” The disparity be-
tween the official policy and the reality
is now so great that it appears as though
policy is developing in accordance with
a sct of rules that will be responsive to
“the political situation in America but
~that the actual conduct of the war is
developing according to a completely

. separatd -set of rules, determined by

the conditions of unspeakable brutal-
ity and confusion in Vietnam itselt,
(Our soldiers in Victnam have started
referring to the United States and
other places outside Vietnam as *‘the
Cworld”—as  though  Victham - were
on another planet.) The war, which
now grinds on without evoking cither
much support or much
cism, or much national debate of any
kind, seems to have acquired an ine
sanc Jife of its own, and to have de-
veloped in utterly “unexpected  ways
that ncither its critics nor its supporters
cver anticipated, Several recent news
storics have brought this fecling home
to us with particular force. A number
of them have been so strange as to al-
most ‘defy rational comment, and we
have beéen trying to imagine what this

to accept the war a mething that . differcinces between the facilities of a e : .
PA d‘ Ig.‘.’o v Re?e Adniinistration would say about them
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if we were still in the perind when the
government felt obligated to justify
and rationalize the  consequences of
its policics in Vietnam, What com-
“ment might the Administration make,
for example, about recent yeports that
the Saigon police beat up disabled
veterans of theiv own Army  when
they attempied o demonstrate for a
vise i their disability allowance {which
can be as low as two dollars a manth)?
What might governmuent ofticials say
_about the vecent United States Army

report that at least thirty-five per cent
of the combat soldiers in one brigade - —
_are vegular users of marijuana? What o L
justifications couldl be offered for send- ‘
ing a bhalf-stoned army into the vil-

lages of Vietnam to wickl the greatest ' ' :
volume of fircpower that any army has e

ever possessed?  (Around  the  same ST K

time, there has been the peculiar dis- o 1 (LR U

covery, which we mentioned recently CoaeEe

in these pages, that the general we.
support in Laos may be fighting in
order to gain control of a muldmillion~
dollar opium trade in the contested re-
ginns.) And what arguments could be
advanced in defense of the First Infan-
trv's decision—at what turned out to be . o L

the cost of three American casualtivs— " - o

to carve a mile=and-a=half-long boule- . ' A Ca

vard in the Vietnamese jungle in the ‘ o j

shape of its divisional insignia?  Situa- S s : -
tions such as these show that the Army, A o T
Jike the nation itsclf, now has no idea o
“at all of what it is supposed to be do- _—
“ing in Vietnam, They reveal that the - S I

war has lost even the pretense of a pur= T - T o B i ST,
pose, and has become nothing more, ' n R ' ‘ ‘
“than - a bloody playground for- our. ' o '
{ idealism and our cruelty.

r .
i
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U.S. Is €J01181dermg
‘Arms Aid to @amhedm

By Murrev Marder

¥ Waskington Post Staff Writer

The United States is con- .-

sidermg giving limited arms "
;aid to Cambodia for “self-de-
fense”
jthreat by Vietnamese Com-
. munist forces to overrun the '
caplta] of Phnom Penh, lt

‘Administration strategists’

. . Teportedly rule out any mas-.

[ ‘sive U.S. military aid pro-
' gram to Cambodia intended

‘{10 drive out the 40,000 to

" 60,000 North Victnamese |

i

.’and Communist invaders in
i that nation. Such an effort .
‘is regarded as far beyond
fthe capacity of the 35,000
tman Cambodian army with.
-+ qut huge foreign help.
L Normally any U.S. mill- |
itary ald program is accom-
panied by American mill-
;tary advisers. But there ‘is

tion inside the Nixon admin- |
istration to sending such an 3
- advisory team to Cambodia, °
‘ even if the decision is mads
H ¢/ to send some arms and war !
¢ material.
- No actual decision has '
been reached to respond af- -
fxrmatively to Cambodia's .

"V military aid request which :
' $the United States said on"

!,Thursday is being “exam. '
"ined,” informed’ sources em-

A phasized

{.' On Capitol Hill, hOWevcr.,

, {pew warnings were sounded
. ; yesterday against any Amer .

ican Involvément in Cam-

.. Lbodia.
-

The international dlplo-
‘matlc circuft is now whirl-

. ;ing with shrouded moves

‘and speculation ahout. Cam-

" 'bodia and the deeply Inter-

. "twined wars Iin Vietnam and

-Laos. This atmosphere of.
unpredlctablllty was lntensl-
med Thursday by the unex-
pccted Sovjet expression ol

Interest in a new Indochina. .:

z.c?" erencebvea’cll_l U

L\:lde

to checkmate any :

; reported to be great opposi- - e

.‘l'rrance suggested on Aprﬂ 1, By " tion that North Vxetnamcsa -

*'with calculated ambiguity.
Yesterday, the United .
.Statos expressed interest in
_exploring the Soviet move.
‘The United States is un- . "

.Hikely to make any precipi- .

.tate move under these clr-
|cumstances, U.S. sources in-.’

1 dicate. But what the United

1Stattes evidently wants toI

s convey is that it 1s not slam- 4"}

"ming the door on Cambo ¢
! dia's ald request this week. :
‘To do so could encourage '
| ' the formidable force of Viet. "

rnamese Communist troops ‘;
In that country to force the''
!month old government of
| Premier Lon Nol to guaran-
J tee them “sanctuary” from

i This is what the United -
| States obviously wants to i
i checkmate.

U.S. analysts privately
" have expressed considerable °
1 .doubt that the Vietnamese .
Communlsts in Cambodia -
¢ have any intention to “con- -
 quer” that nation, as Lon.®.

; Nol has warned. Instead, :

American specialists gener- - ,_

.ally believe it is the Commu-

‘nist objective not to overs

S ongom Penh, bub o o rtant initiative of

saféguard the '’ occupied re-.
:'glong along the Cambodian-n
‘South Vietnamese border "’
and to assure - supplies. to -
maintain these troops, ca-

pacity to strike into South ' 1

Vietnam.

A limited grant of 'U.S. "
arms aid to help defend the
. Phnom Penh region there. :

“fore probably would be in.

tended more as a symbolic
move, than a major military
‘action. Even so, however, it:}

could raise the risk that It '

was only the
. wedpge” of a Vietnam-type K
‘U, involvement, raising a
~clamor of domcstlc and in-
.ternational alarm,

Deposed Cambodian
" Prince Norodom Sihanouk is
' now in Peking threatening
to return to., Cambodia’

g#"zm*mm.d

- joincd Sihanpuk there this

./ sources now say the visitor.:

1 the *“legal” ruler of Cam. |
i the war in South Vietnam.:-'

i _ate for us as co-chairman of |/

“opening ! House and State Department
4 exploring” what “the Soviet

. Yakov Malik's statement in’
o =Nc-w York Thursday.

lnh"rr'st when he said, “Tt sp-~
pvars to be that only a new’
. Geneva conference - could
i bring about a fresh solution
and a relaxation of tension |

sula ., . "
i the Soviet comment 13 ] -
| “serious,” one U.S. source ;

A typically said yesterday,
+ Premier Phan Van Dong ,* traordinary imphé:atiiozsu i

i Until now, the Soviet Uni. !
Weck, Dbut other Western. ‘“on, in conformity with North

" was North Viethamese Com- ° ; __.,V ietnam's position, hes
mUnist Party ' Leader Le balked at all proposals for's
> Duan, on his way to Moscow .-, Geneva-wide conferencd® on

via Peking . 1 hi
Le Duan reporte dly was ndochina, or even a eonfer- /

grected in Peking by Chi 1. ence on Laos, as President.
* nese Premier’ Chou En-al, .| Nixon has proposed. North -
One Jmajor international ] Vietnamese Politburo mem-
wfiuestion pending is whether ! pep Le Due Tho, on leaving i

Chme‘uNorth Vietnam and ' po, o0 week, gave a cold '

: ks .
,%?fgac(l:cog’:}?::;;tksnrﬁtig:']; ' shoulder to’ the French pro-'i
/" posal, emphasizing that set.’

to the Communist-held sec-
i tor of Cambodia. If they do, . tiement of the Vietnamese,-
the - Communist powers ;. problem must come first, -
imight then recoup the dam- ! " “as n basis” for resolving |
age to their intercsts from . .the overall Indochina
.-the March. 18 coup which i, lem.’
loverthrew Sihanouk, " by... thN{al{‘lylH(S cuxdpdel‘;s ggl‘ie:;t;
at Malik's sudden s
physically supporting hlm oy -+ Soviet interest in an Indo. 4
‘|, china-wide conference - musti
- have heen cleared in advance |
'with North Vietnam, which
could mean a shift of posi-
tion in Hanof,

.

bocha
" This would pose a major-.
,'challenge to the western-
/. oriented  government of
Premxer Lon Nol. :

- Britain publicly .- turned
|down yesterday .Lon Nol's
. appeal for arms aid. |

“It, would not be appropri-

E

i

" Senate To Bare

Laos Operations

A senate
the 1954 Geneva conference
_on'Indochina to furnish mili-
., tary assistance, a Forelgn j

‘a Office spokesman said. -

*{r  Britain has “welcomed" the

" ton (D-Mo.) announced it 4
'wm lift on Monday part ol
- the veil of secrecy on U.S.
..involvement in Laos. Mean-
while ne v;l dcongresslonal
France” in proposing an en- * tconcern welled up over
‘]arged conference on Indo-'| tCambodia
- china, a British official said ! ¥ Symington told a ,news
_in Paris yesterday. But in , | { conference yesterday that -
fact no  one, lnc]udlng "transcript of Laos hearings:
Francee, has said exactly
. what kind of conference i8° i, operation” there has cost the ;
.contemplated: except that'it : t United States “billions of
should recognize, as the., | doilars, and what is more
French said on April 1, the‘ important, American lives,* !
" vindivisibility” of the prob. | Great misivings were ex. |
lcmq in Vietnam, Laos and ; Pressed, meanwhile, about
oo ot e B8
. n n Cambodia
Spokesmen at the White i by many participants at the :
hoth sald yesterday the Unit-,

.ed States is “interested in gressional Conerence on Na-

tional Security Affairs.

o It should be the duty of"
thhe Nixon administration to
consult with the Scnate For-

. elgn Relations Committee,
parent of the Symington

* government may have in |
' mind*” by Soviot Ambassador-|.

Malik, the Soviet umbassa«

:%mmm L

nn the Indochinese penin-. -

it»
" could have “really quite ex- ' . ..

- e .:n}..-?.,-l

prab- l .

subcommlttu .
, headed by Stuart Syming. A

e
— lv el Wl

n

A

T

I
%l.e

K

 will show that the “covert s .

opening of a two-day Con. |« '

oﬂ?‘ﬁ’odﬂﬁ‘do‘% decision | '.

:

T
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.Sihanouk as Chief of State of
- Cambodia, the new government °

" sequencé  of
. followed Sihanouk’s ouster—(a .
move which ‘the Russians—and
" many Americans—believe might
“{lell have been precipitated by .
" the CIA. _That-
~origlnilly formed as a super-spy

. system, has gravitated into a

.- policy-making  paramilitary or-

- ganization which operates under.
" the cloak of utter secrecy in the

NEUS :

’
3

M - 9,205
APR 17 1970

'
(

. .
{ Twenty-nine days after a right-
coup deposed Prince

was appealing to any "and all

nations for whatever military.
“help it could get.

It was at war with the Viet

It is well to recall the swxft
events  which

organization,

.. name of “national interest."”

c.rnilitary  operations _
- clandestinely for a long time,
 finally smoked out by the recent’
“advances of the Pathet Lao and.
' North Vietnamese.

(It has been engaging “in -
in Laos,

(Senator Albert Gore, member

* of the Senate Foreign Relations -
. Committee, recently hinted that .
" testimony from the CIA indicated
" that its Laotian military role was -
- assumed

on orders of ‘the.
National Security Council. When

" the order was issued, no one

(
l
i
«
¢
i
f-
1
l

'Ap

‘- knows except those dxrectly in- -
- volved, because the
- Security Council, like the,CIA,
. operates
'deClSIODS

National

under  wraps. M“Its
however, affect the
future of the coumry. for better
or for worse).
While Sihanouk -ruled "Cam-

managed (o

-*troops out of his country, his.

STATINTL

" e W Spreads Whle |
The White H0use Fiddles V;

‘

and he kept his country out of
the bloody mess in Vietnam and !
Laos.

Wlile he was out of the coun-
try—under rightwing pressure—
secking aid to get the foreign|

. political foes unseated him. o

" Within two weeks the new i

‘military government called for
“‘volunteers” to ‘man an army.
And shortly thereafter, Cam-
bodians ‘were - fighting Viet-:

namese. The conflict was only ]

two weeks old when the news
‘came that 100 viliagers of Viet-}
namese  extractlon  were

massacred by Cambodian troops. 7

At first the reports said they were
killed by crossfire of Cambodian
and Viet Cong troops, but it was
later revealed that Cambodians
performed the genocide.

And so while the Nixon Ad-
“ministration has been refusing to

‘come to realistic grips with the|
Vietnamese war, it is spreading— .

to Laos, now Cambodia.

‘When will the citizens of thlS
‘country demand of their
government that it end

the nightmare of Southeast Asia?}’

When will our peaple awaken to

see ‘our country as it is seen by
the rest of the world—as a giant!
power, meddling in the affairs
of people 12,000 miles’ away,;
killing them, destroying thexri
‘crops, ruining their land with
_poison chemicals?

The U.S. role is the outrage}
of the century, a blight on nur

" nation’s proud history, a cancer
that will devour our ideals, our .,

dreams, our nobility. For this .

o owar

Vxetnamew

bodia, ém:& count
\FPEQ\!@. %IRQ as;e QaigOWDnOEAnRDmM1160111%00700040001 -3
fausht 2l aracrs 3 haneuk



ot

Approved For Release 2001/03104 %Ci®RDP80-01

/

15 APR1870

Nixon admifs what

our readers knew

and Long Cheng there aré 1,500 .

Concerned about Laos? All of
a ‘sudden many people are--peo-
ple who have never seen or

heard of this small, Southeast

I Asian kingdom before are now
finding its name in screaming
' newspaper headlines,
Nixon now is forced to admit
that. yes. there are U.S. forces

in Laos. and news analysts now’

“tell their readers that. yes.
“Laos may become a “second
Vietnam.'"

« If 'you had been reading the
- Daily World last year. you would
have a pretty good idea of what
was going on in Laos. long -be-
fore Nixon was compelled to tell
vou a small part of the truth
about U.S. involvement there.
You would have read: .
May 24, 1969: the U.S. steps

7 up its air raids on Laos five

“times above the previous levels:
"U.S. CIA agents in Laos are
-using the U.S. AID tAgency for
" International Developmenti Mis-
sion as a front for their Laotian
activities.

May 27: A "'Focus on Asia”
column gives you the detailed
background on U.S. bombing of
.Laos—who. what, when. where
and why.

July 26: the Dailv World
charges that U.S. and Thai troops

. are fighting the Lao Patriotic
. Front. detailed background of
the 1962 Geneva Agreement on
Laos and 1963 CIA coup there.

Aug. 7. another “‘Focus on
Asia” @olann tells you that the
U.S. S using two secret bases in
. northern Laos (Sam Thong and
Long Cheng) to bomb Lao libe-
‘rated areas:. the bases are full
,of U.S. Special Forces and Meo

. tribesmen. U.S. operation of the
Lao economy tgold and opium)
isdetailed.

Aug. 13: the D.W. charges that
in the secret bases of Sam Thong

Approved For Rélease 2001/03/04 :

President

" U.8. military in Laos gets com- -

U.S. troops, whose base Is at
Udorn, Thailand, and who are

_members of the 46th Special

Forces unit. General Vang Pao’
is named as head of a 15,000 .
man “‘secret army” of Meo
tribesmen backed by the CIA. *
The D.W. says there are 3,000 :
Thai troops at the bases too. '
Sept. 23: the D. W, says the .
secret” war in Laos is not so
secret any more, gives a detail-
ed breakdown of U.S. military

“involvement including’ numbers
" of ‘military attaches™ (72) at .

the U.S. Embassy in Vientiane. _
The D.W. gives a precise list
of Air Force personnel and

equipment in Laos: 2.000 USAF -

advisors. 3.500 maintenance per-
sonnel, types of aircraft and
helicopters. where based and in

-what numbers. .
Sept. 27: The D.W. strongly
-denies President Nixon's asser-

tion that there are no U.S. forces
involved in Laos. notes that there
are thousands of U.S. military
—advisors.” “attaches’’ and CIA

agents. using civilian covers to . -

hide their activities,
March 6. 1970: President Nixon :
admits that there are *some™

. U.S.personnel involved in Laos. !

cites the total number as 1.040. -
says U.S. involvement is limited
and defensive. ' “

March 11: Pentagon admits
bat pay. K
. March 11: story breaks that
CIA is involved in Laos. uses
U.S. AID mission as a front. has
set up a secret army of Meo
tribesmen based on two secret
centers. Sam Thong and Long .
Cheng.

Read what President Nixon is'
going to admit tomorrow, or six -

- months from now, or never—

read it today in the Daily World! l

- . -
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-1 The Cambodian rulers eclaimed'
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}’Sih@n@uk hits Cambodia massacre’

., Daily World Forcign Department

yesterday that 90 Vietnamese ref-
' ugees killed April 10 in Prasaut.

dn the “Parrot's Beak" area

Lam .

" etnam war, had said on the scene-
. in Prasaut that the victims all -
. -seemed to have been killed at

15 APR1970

- which juts into South Vietnam.
were only victims of '"the hazards
of war.” They denied reports by

"U.S. newsmen that the Vietnam- -

€se were massacred. They assert-
ed the slain Vietnamese had been

“ caught in a cross-fire between

Cambodian soldiers and what it

. termed "“Vietcong" forces.

Jack Walsh. of UPI. a veteran
‘of 18 months reporting of the Vi.

close range within the refugee
“compound after having been told

to run by the armed Cambodians.’

Prince Norodom Sihanouk. in a

" Radio Peking broadcast on Mon-

* day accused the Lon Nol governs

. ment ol massacring more than
500 since taking power.

r
pro-Sihanouk

8 . 5 s i 23 4

P
N

. Thom. 36 miles east

L Py

'STATINTL

demonstrators last weck, the Lon
Nol government charged that

_ ''several hundred Vietcong'* in- -
vaded a military post and took . -
police and army personnel pris. '

oner. about 45 miles south of the

capital of Phnom Penh. More -

fighting was centered in Chrey

ital, where the Lon
said
tacked the town.

In southern Laos. the Lao Patri-
otic Front took the town of Mu-
ong Phalane. about 50 milex easl

" of the Thai border.,

Muong Phalane was a base for
the U.S. CIA's clandestine army in
Laos. The U.S.. through the CiA

. and Agency for International De-

velopment 1A1D. as well as oth- !
o . OF agencies. trains. equips and di-

In Cambodia's southern Takeo

"province., where ‘regular army,

~ troops - killed 109

rects the “Royal Lao™ armed

forces, and finances the Lao mil- ' -

itary budget.

e e 2 g s e Lo

of the cap- |
Nol regime -
1000 Communists” had at.

N - .
I .

UV
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War Has Ensnared leon,

Newsman Tells YSU Rally

war on the Democrats. It
and he is trapped as badly

associate publisher of The

town State University. .
“The prospects of the war in
all of Indo-China are terribly
omninous,’” he said, “‘and the
war definitely is spreading to
other countries like Cambodia
and Laos.”

“The evidence of the spread-
ing war,” he said, “lies in the
fact that our hand, partaicularly
the Central Intelligence Agency,
has been active in both coun-
trics. The language in which we
|discuss the war is getting more
iland . more- bellicose. Nobody
ntalks anymore about anything
{ibut the enemy, whereas Dean|’
:|Rusk used to call them the other

side,” i

“I feel there IS a gromng at-
moapt@re (] :

1
'
A1

' e

fri

j “Nixon has lost his.chance politically to blame the
is. now thoroughly his war|

as Johnson was because he

won’t admit the whole thing is a mistake,” Blair Clark,

New York, Post, said Tues-

day at the main spring moratorium actmty at Youngs-

country,” he said, *so much so
that a meeting like this one may

months,

“This repression ls led by
(Vice President Spiro) Agnew
and the threat of the liberty of
the press and pcople who dis-
agree with government polu,y,"
he said, )

While seemingly touching all
the bases, Clark referred to the
moon shot as an investraent of

tary-industrial complex.

He said, “We must thm"
'whether thls whole program i

lions ‘of dollars.l It is a perfect

Approved For Reléase 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700040001-3
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actually be dangerous in.a fewf

billions of dollars in the mili-|}

the right way of investing bil-\|

"|trial complex semng its pohcmq
to the government. i

Clark, former campaign’ ‘man-’
ager for Eugene McCarthy and
vice president of CBS Mews, was
introduced by the Rev, Burton
Cantrelil.

His . appearance was spon-
sored by the YSU Community of
Concern and Youngstown Chap-
*lter of SANE, both organizations
seeking to end the war m Vxet-

nam. p ‘V”'“‘Ww w-Nlea’ka :

i et e b Aaatnmae 1
-

1

b = aaimi_. <




_ tand to beef up our
i Fortunately, the White House appears to /i

F?”
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_ Senator Charles Goodell is carrying hls
I independence still further in.saying he

?port" for President Nixon in 1972, if the
Vietnam war is intensified.’ ’

the first time, the poll showed that less'*)!‘

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 CIA RDP80- 016

'he has had ama?mg SUCCESS,

,.',_,»*_popular support and his party’s endorse-
_would have “grave questions about sup- :,

!support for his anti-escalation stand. For - '

than half of the voters support the Presi-
i: dent’s handling of the war. The pubhc.

support for Mr. Nixon’s de-escalation plan ™

has been erodmg gradually smce last fall

that the latest troop withdrawal ‘has been' }
'completed ahead of schedule, but we still
' have more than 400,000 troops in Vietnam. .
l JIn recent weeks, the war has escalated,
not only in South Vietnam but also Laos

‘and Cambodia, raising questions of our. R

helping out in the latter two countries.”
rOur military -also has reportedly urged
'Mr Nixon to delay further troop with-"
‘drawals. pending a clarlﬂcation of the
xCommumsts intentions.

x There has also been the temptation for
:us to expand our operations into Cambodia .

tbe playing it cool on both questions.

3'} In light of the new situation, a new';
xpeace demonstration this week, and the
* growing lack of support the President’s "
war strategy, Mr. Nixon is likely to seek ¥

‘to bolster his position when he addresses '}

'[ . o o
attacking his own party’s President in th

Y
»

L
i 3
.V THE PENTAGON HAS now announced

g

." .

RN Tt

oty

"?,‘.-

T

-1 L

1

efforts in Laos.

1

s the pubhc on the war this Thursday mght x

MR, GOODELL MAY BE foolhérdy in' q

c\
r's biggest election year, b_\g,t 80 1, ;} _\1

STATINTL
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Le@@@seaa Again Presses Nixon on ' War

winning|

“ment. Perhaps Mr..Nixon will announce a

speed-up of troop thhdrawals Thursday |~

th .Imght further enhancmg Mr Goodell’ 8’

U According to the most recent Gallup " . A
Poll Mr. Goodell has considerable public R

posmon IR T U i . A
' A

A’ spee&-up wmxld be most welcome )l
news_for the pubuc, as well as Mr.. Goodeils 4

i Jl'u.&mkudw v: "»q;nﬂ 7
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1 in Laos, in

. !

. !

\ L {

«+. I was intrigued by the patent in. R (

*} congruity of ... “Can’ we learn from . his- . y
, tory?” (By. Carl T. Rowan, Post April 1). . T !
‘v A valid predicate was Jaid when Rowan PR ]

stated little beknown facts, such as: -

“Dulles prevailed . . . to make Laos a . . .
“ ‘bastion against Communism,” so the U.S,
-poured in some $300 million by 1960 ... to §
" build a Royal Laotian Army of 25,000 men that . 7
would be a carbon copy of the U. S. Army.

‘ :- ‘. . . the U.S. maneuvered to oust Souvanna .
\/ and replace him with . , . Phoumi Nosavan, -

r. who was hustled back to Laos from Paris by
CIA operatives . , . .
s . ..Sohe (Pres:dent Kennedy) ... . worked
out a compromise that restored Souvanna to
O the premiership of a coalition govemment

W

(. Now for the incongruity.

. “SOUVANNA, FACED with .,. an OB-
. VIOUS EFFORT BY NORTH VIETNAM 'TO
- OVERWHELM his country, turned out to be
% anything but the PRO-RED PATSY (emphasis
.added) , ..
Who do we, as Americans, think we are?
"We funnel $300 million ($1.50 for every man,
& woman and child in the U.S.) into Laos, to
4 make a CARBON COPY of the U.S. Army,
then we not only maneuver to oust Souvanna,
% Laos’ premier, but are presumptious enough !
) NtO provide his replacement. Not satisfied, we
.. :restore Souvanna, whom we have ousted pre-
4 viously, to premier.

.;j: By what right, privilege or power do we en-
ter into a country, try to stamp a “carbon ; R , » )
copy” of our Army on their Army, (which can D )

gbe used against the people as well_as for .o .- Prhmmm'ahwmgﬂcg&__} R S

" them); oust, replace, and re-oust the replace- ‘.""'“'< ""‘“‘f‘ et Mt L .

i ; ment premier with the premier we originally .4

\ f ousted? o o

'; Rowan talks of an OBVIOUS EFFORT byﬂ S,

¢ NORTH VIETNAM to OVERWHELM Laos, If g oo

¢ theirs is obvious, ours is blatant. 4 EE RS,

'{‘ The only overwhelming, I-can see, is that ' \/ E

SRRt E

F ot Y

done by the CIA_AND THE U. S, government. S

Why speak of the obvious effort of North Viet-{ , .. .. .

A i nam, and ignore an equally obvious “effort - N
\./" g' (and far more successful) of the U. S, to overJ

whelm? . oo, P ARy
E" - ww@wmm

: M ‘ N ’
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- *‘advisers.” The enemy retaliated and seized a ma- ..

Approved For Release ZqogwggbCIA-RDPw;m

It was incomplete, to be sure, but fighting was at a
low level. The CIA upset that balance by egging on
its mercenaries, deployed with the aid of American

STATINTL
~ e T y T
EDITORIALS '
- The Third Indo-China War | iave been tossed indirectly—perhaps through l'leear} !
It is the nature of governments to deceive. In the’ intermediaries. (We know ﬂ}gg 'f;‘aigzog:’qga;’ﬁat the
perspective of its two-century existence, the govern-{ fighting on the Americarh Sa % intrigu’e Y ,
ment of the United States is no. worse than others. In' Thai satraps are unexceue Il\? h Vietnamese who -
fact, in its early history, its candor was considerably [ So now the Vietcong and Nor tuary are caught
better than the average. Now, however, it appears to | have been using the Cambodian santc l:}?eySouth Vet
‘be making up for lost time. Mr. Nixon may plead, | in a squeeze between, on thi‘ east, dotachments
“ plausibly enough, that Vietnara is not his war. He | namese, aided by reinforced m'emcanunshi o ieing |
“did, however, undertake to get us out of it. The plain | close to the border and by Ametrlcanhg for cers) as the *
fact is that the war is being extended, and so far Mr. | into Cambodia, and on the west, suc o vom the
Nixon has done nothing to prevent its spread. On the | new government of Cambodia dc"fc‘;;‘ H(‘:‘; A it is a much
contrary, his policy of Vietnamization is dragging us | standpoint of the }’entggon and the e & Sihanouk
deeper into the Indo-Chinese quagmire. Unless he | more agreqable 51.tuat10n than_when1 mt‘h o oral
takes forthright action to arrest this trend, it will be | held the reins. It is worth noting, a SO,‘_l_tﬁlr aétion ,
difficult to avoid the suspicion that he is not averse | Westmoreland t!as long advocated military }
to developments that will enable him to keep mas- | against Cambodia. ) ) . ¢
sive American military power in Asia, and that re- | Can our Southeast Asian alhes. act in mat:telers o(1 s
cent events have been largely of our making. ' such importance w.ithou_t American approva A an.s |
Of course, that is not the official scenario. Official- | some kind of commitment that, if the gamble (;1;":’111 !
ly, we were taken by surprise when the coup ousted . against them, Uncle Sa{n will not let hhe-nriofo o
Prince Sihanouk; we are now waiting for the dust to | the drain? The Cambodians say they aTed ai sag
settle, and perhaps hoping for events to take a turn = for American military help now. They do not say ;.
that might redound to our advantage. There is a sug- ' they will not ask tomorrow. o Did |
o gestion that Sihanouk was overthrown because the! What has happened took .consmglerable rigging. Lid
enemy is losing, is being pushed back, and that this ' the President know about it? Did he wq-nt to knovgc i
accounts for the turn to the right in Cambodia which, | about it? How much comt}'ol has Mr. Kissinger go1
though nominally neutralist, had been giving shelter . over operations in the field? Does even General
.- to some 40,000 to 60,000 North Viethamese or Viet- ‘Abrams know exactly whgt goes on while he runs -
- cong troops. . ' the war from a desk in Saigon and with an occaslg}rll- :
That scenario warrants scrutiny. It begins in Laos, al visit to the numerous fronts for which he, or the
 where there was a tacit standstill with the enemy. CIA, is responsible? .

In the news these latest developments are referred .

to as the second Indo-China war. The count seems
* short. First there was the war in which the French!
lost the flower of their officer corps and got the coup;
de grdce at Dienbienphu. Then there was the second |

" jor piece of the Plain of Jars. Did the CIA plan it . ! 1 B. |
that way? They may have been as innocent as un- ~ Indo-China war, engineered mainly by Lyndon B. i
born babes, but that is not their usual role. Anyhow, Johnson, and which proved !ll‘s_ political nemesis. §.
it happened; and it now appears that Laos is in dire.” -Now we have the third war. Will it rescue Mr. Nnxm? k
straits—another domino is in danger of falling. There - politically, or ruin him? He must be thinking hard;
is one difference, however, from the earlier domino. : his risks are not small, . . o S

- game: the public does not seern to be concerned. It- S
does not demand that we ‘“save’’ Laos; it would rath- =« ~

- er that we got out of Southeast Asia, and the sooner-
" the better, as long as we retain some shreds of - = :
i superpower dignity. B
The illicit scenario continues with the coup in Cam- - : S

“bodia. Whoever pulled the strings, the result was .~

_ very much to the liking of the Pentagon and the . ' '~

! CIA, and perhaps of an Administration bent on keep-. . -

- ing a big, sprawling foothold in Asia. (See Michael
Klare: “The Great South Asian War,” The Nation,* -

March 9.) It passes understanding that Prince Siha- .
nouk’s rivals should have acted so holdly, unless they - ‘

. had substantial covert backing. It may be assumed - ' R

that the CIA no longer delivers sledgehammer blows, '

Whatever ARDIONG G HEE IS Masm R o4 .\éIA-RDP.-so-m 601R000700040001-3
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WANTED: SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE
" U.S. officials maintain they will send no ground /

troops into Laos or Cambodix—but civilian mer-

. cenaries appear to be something clse again, CIA

agents in Saigon are actively recruiting both

American and non-American civilians there— ..

construction men, U.S. Government employees, :

men who have left the Army but can’t quite bring

themselves to leave the war—to lead raiding par- ,
ties of Meo tribesmen against the North Vietnam- %
ese in Laos. One such offer last week included a :
salary of $1,000 a week and a week’s vacation in n
Taiwan for every four weeks in the field. Pros- ' -
pective employees are asked to submit résumés

in Bangkok, where there is less chance of unwel-
come publicity than in Saigon. ‘

THE END OF THE SIHANOUK TRAIL

Sihanoukville, the port in southern Cambodia
that funneled supplies to the Communists in |
South Vietnam along the “Sihanouk Trail,” has
been entirely closed by the new regime in Phnom
Penh. But from the Communist point of view,
this is not a particularly heavy blow. Intelligence -
reports indicate that no new Communist supplies -
had arrived in the port for the past year and that |
Prince Sihanouk had held on to earlier shipments',
in order to dribble them out to Communist forces '
for political leverage. '

) i
i ROK-U.S.S.R.: FADING ENMITY?

! The Republic of Korea has invited the Soviet Un-,
{ ion to send delegates to the Asian Development- :.

Bank’s convention in Seoul this month. This is.
the friendliest gesture the South Koreans have

' made to the Russians, longtime patrons of the -
rival North Korean regime, in twenty years. With- °
North Korea drawing closer to China and the’
United States talking about reducing or with- *
drawing its 55,000-man garrison in South Korea,
Seoul is apparently looking for new friends.
wherever it can find them. ;
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Hanoi Troops Hammer Area’
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Of US. Aid Base in Laos -

By TAMMY ARBUCKLE |American aircraft, and the Vien-
Special to The Star | tiane military hospital.
VIENTIANE — Fighting| Thirty-one more North Viet-
flared again in North Laos over{namese were Kkilled in other
the weckend, reliable sources|fighting around Sam Thong this
said today, when more than 500|weckend. Eight were killed
North Vietnamese infantrymen|when a patrol penetrated within
assaulted government positions|1,000 yards of Sam Thong's air-
,|around battered Sam Thong. strip. Eight more died in a Meo
North Vietnamese troops cap-jambush near Sam Thong and
tured government positions west| 15 were said to have been killed
and north of Sam Thong, the{by U.S. air strikes against
major U.S. support base, 75|North Vietnamese troops on
miles northeast of here, but|route 4 east of Sam Thong,
failed to penctrate the base it-| The weckend fighting follows
self, the pattern of North Vietnamese
Twenty-seven North Vietnam-|light probes and infantry at-
ese bodies were found. Casual-|tacks against weaker govern-
ties from the defending Meolment positions. - ‘
guerrilla forces were described| American and Meo command-

. (13 11
B modorale o army ambui|oF bosed in Long Chion, south

lances, one driven by an Ameri-|of Sam Thong, were countering
lcan, were passing constantly be-|this by airlifting troops from
‘tween Vientlane airport where|hilltop' to hilltop, keeping"

. |'casualties were unloaded from North Vietnamese baifled,. *vt

eter Daia Sl Baoue B Mgidiwr, 4w Bl R e 4 viad $200 T3l

" |wounded.

These troops were carried by
light aircraft flown by American
civilians working for Air Ameri-
ca, which has the Central Intelli-
gence Agency as one of its cus- -
tomers. The Americans were
coming under fire, . . .
This morning three 122mm
rockets landed within 100 yards

of the Long Chien airstrip which .

the Americans use.

In other fighting in Laos, *

North Vietnamese troops for the
fourth consecutive day hit Bou-

alom, the last government guer- -

rilla outpost in government

hands north of the Plain of Jars. -

Laotians were pushed from

one mountaintop position when -

they said they ran out of ammu-
nition and water, This Lao unit
suffored no basualtles,

In South Laos, Communist‘

troops overran the Tang .Vej

the| guerrilla position west of the Ho

Chi Minh Trail, The North Viet-
namese retreated this morning’

after U.S. air strikes which the
. Lao estimated after retaking
' the position cost 60 North Viet.

namese casualties, mostly

P
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.Notes and Gomment

i N March 24th, Representative
John V. Tunney, a California

Demacrat who seeks his party’s

" nomination for United States senator,
i addressed the Wilshire Chamber of
Commerce in Los Angeles and made

soine charges ahout our involvement in

. Lavs that have not, as far as we have
been able to learn, previously been

made, We pleld the Aove w the Cone
| gressman: A

H L
. We are today engaped ... in o secret
war in Laos, a tribal war in which the
- C.I.A. has committed the United States
. to support a faction of Men tribhcsmen,
led by General Vang Pao, whose sole
. nhjective is to dominate other factions of
" this upium-praducing Meo tribe through-
t out Northern Laos. The C.LA. has in-

, volved us in this covert operation, which

THE TALK OF THE

".is being fought around the Plain of Jars, -

' more than one thousand miles away from

i the Ho Chi Minh ‘I'rail. The Adminis-

. tration has deliberately veiled in secrecy .

. our deepening involvement in an opium
tribal war which has the potential to

" engulf all of Southeast Asin in a full-

fledged conflict which would have global
. yepercussions. ... On grounds of moral

indignation, as a defender of democracy,

we have unwittingly allowed ourselves to
become involved in a situation which, to
! the Meo tribesman or Laotian warlord,

. ! has very little to do with his major cash

crop—opium. For this tribal war has, as
~one of its prizes, an area capable of pro-

" ducirg, on an annual basis, four to ten

+ tons of marketable opium. ‘This is equal
to from two to six million dollars in Lao-

tian currency. Refined as heroin and sold -

on the streets of Los Angeles, it would
brirg nearly nine hundred million dol-

Jars. ... The clandestine yet officinl opera-

tiors of the United States government

_fic here at home. .

. could be aiding and abetting heroin traf-
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Representative “Funncy s in the .

middle of a hard campaign, and this is,

- of course, campaign oratory, It so hap--

. pens, though, that his adviser en South-
cast Asian affairs is Professor John T,
McAlister, Jr., of the Wondrow Wil
son School of Public and International
* Affairs, at Princeton, who is the author
" of “Vict-Nam: “The Origing of Revoe
 lution® and is probably the most cinjs
" nent schular in the Southeast - Asian

| Auld, Buspeeting tint it was on lis ane
thority that the candidate made these

| extraordinary assertions, we checked

! with the Professor and found that this'

e

. .

, was indeed the case, He would, he said, |
| swear to the truth of them in any fo- |

* yum. The next move, we should think,
: would be up to Senator Fulbright,

i - - N

[
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T! oht Rope T umc

VENTS IN. Southeast Asxa have ':invoIved but personnel does not show}
A4 made’ this'a’ time for' tight rope -’ ';,up on either Embassy or Aid payrolls. |
.walking. in Washinfton if we'are ol Planes bombing supply lines .are|
“avold inercased" m111tary involvement ! .-:based outs1de +Laos, " but ot ‘thel
:there. Both in. our, capxtal aud 1n ‘Amencans " employed under gov-.{
Q,Moscow caution 1s: ev1dent b .ernment contracts, 200 are: pilots and
. Tension . there:" has = helghtened 4100 ground employes working -for. the-'f
because of-. “internal - conflict  in “,ptwo air lines. ORI e
" Cambodia, for Communlst pressure on’ ;l.,‘;,.' © At a time when we are attempting :
sthe. Cambodxans has- increased since " fto reduce ou'r force.s in Vietnam, it
“the ouster: - of Prince S1hanouk and . i would be foolhardy, to. ‘get milxed up
" inability “ of - 'the : new premler to™ (in tne uncertain situations. ptevamng
consohdate power Outfude  pressure i in ‘both La.os and Cambodla'r' 3,
‘appalently can’ do 11tt1e to restore sb_;;,m, m{‘;‘;-"' b :Q ;' N e el
‘ I stability and. might.involve more r1sks~ M Sttt
O o than benefits for this country. ° ‘ L y
. Complicating :the 'situation is the
; bombmg of supply lines within 'Laos, i
.which. have. -been- used: with little oy
" impediment by the North Vxetnamese g!
. to_furnish support to guernllas ‘i
Sourth Vietnam. ... . K
. Secrecy shrouds the American role’” :
1n ‘Laos,’ but "the personnel there- ish _
' sufficiently. large ,to . constitute’ a
:danger. A month ago Fresident Nixon-! |'
'Said the nurnber ‘was " 616, - with an*‘
add1tional 424 . employed on contract i
'I;o the government or ‘conbractors. The, .
civﬂians perform what amounts to,u
milltnry functions under: aut;piccs of’ _
the 'U.S. Embassy, tne Agency Lot /
Internationa.l Development and.;two,}
companies under charter to the latterf‘
z___ ‘Alr-America. ‘and Continental ‘Alr "'
Services More than 200" Alr Force and i
“Army -. attaches,.. - regular. . m;]itary 3
-officers, serve as ‘advisers inthe" field"
rand. as - aerlal. observers afhd | otters &;
”J ‘for bombing or, artillery, missibns The i g
) Centinl liz;telligenma..T Agency elso is b /

Pi..u-.&".“...x_.; oo, L AL ts nL‘a.ﬁ".“ 5 LL‘“‘*{

I T e e ok g U ALY it ol o 1 -'wu!’-w 1

£ i
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" .own camp and have set up

:  Troops of Meco Maj. Gen Vang

3 {Pao moved back in
' Tuesday.
' Financed by CIA

| “refugees have organized their

_.small quantities of other items,

» shrouded Long Cheng, 90 miles
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N, Viet Troops Find

LS
¥ Samuel Jameson, chief of
" THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE'S
% Tokyo burcau, is presently
touring southeast Asia to
“* peport on the changing mili-
# tary situation there. Today's
- article tells of the fight being
> waged by the Mco guerrilla
< army against the North Viet-
» namecse troops in Laos.

Altho the Meo general has
broadcast appeals urging his
people to come back to Sam |
Thong, the Meos at Landing
Site 37 showed no signs of
Jeaving their new found home.

Robert McClymonds, 51, of
Walton, Kas., said 1,000 new
refupees have walked into-the
camp every day since March 27
when he arrived. McClymonds

BY SAMUEL JAMESON
[Chicf of Tokyo Burcaul

. [Chicass Tridbune Press Servict)

., LANDING SITE 37, Laos,
yApril 8 — The Number One
.enemy of North Vietnamese
.. troops fighting in northern Laos
_is .the Mco tribesman, and a
Tvisit to this outpost showed
s Wwhy. '

Fifteen thousand Meo

normally works as an agricu}-‘
tural adviser with the Ameri-
can aid mission, However, he
has been pressed into duty as a
refugee worker as a result of
the North Vietnamese attacks. |

Every afternoon an Air
America plane takes MeCly-
monds back to- Vientiane for
* the night,

Yanks Leave at Night

*Ji's not dangerous here but
there is a standing order that
all Americans must leave -the
field at night,” he said. “I
guess they don't want to take
any chances about Americans
getting involved here."”

At Landing Site 37, McCly-
monds, duties are mainly
supervisory, He makes sure the
Meco get enough rice and such
commodities as salt and canned
meat. e also decides who gets
priority to board the Air
America plancs (hat land from

-~
»

';-what might become a bustling:
~ commercial center here. Amer-!
~icans are providing rice and;

but most of the work has been
done by the Meo themselves,
Another Grass Alrstrip
Nestled in lush tropical
mountains covered with haze,
Landing Site 37 is just another
grass airstrip on the maps of
Lewis Laxwell, an Air America
pilot who flew this reporter
here in a charlered single timeto time, ) o
engine Pilatus Porter craft. He watched as an Amerl-
A Meo teacher said there €an C-46 cargo plane flew over-

were two villages here called head and dropped a load of rice
Noung Phu and Nuong Phuon, bags. The bags hit on & 9por
*Neither of them had more than hillside across the valley on
200 inhabitants before the Meo each of five passes, Then the

f t t d i i . Kl
’%‘,’5;’{" '2? {’,,'e"uﬁ,‘;‘;’;‘fpﬂ fled time straight thru the valley, to

from Sam Thong, a major air signal the -air drop was
supply and relief center 14 finished. o Wareh
miles east of here, It was Carry archouse

abandoned March 18 when The tribe members set out in

North Vietnamese troops

slarted artillery attacks. pole stretched over their

shoulders to a makeshift ware-
house. There women lined up to
get their family allotment for
the day. Each of them ﬁarglcc:
i i a “ration card”—actually jus
?h.-:s; nctfeet: °"cef,‘€3§§§ '°,,,§‘g}‘fg,'}§ a scrap of cardboard on which
Cheng south of Sam Thong, A: their name, the quantity o{ rice
- clandestine guerrillas army or- to which thpy vt:ere et}mlte:é
ganized and financed by the . and the signature O

* central intelligence agency has headman. °
. The process was completed
its headquarters . 5 mila without a sign of chaos or any

last

;‘eoarct!te,roifv;g:ﬁigm,:;% I;'.‘.';: the alloted share of rice.
government Meo guerrilla From time to time the sonic
army, also works out ol Long “boom of a jet interrupted ‘the

C-46 made one more pass, this|

pairs and carried the bagsona |

‘competition te get more than |

ATINT
601R

L
00

————————)

ported an other American!

bombing raid on North Vict-l

namese positions had  been

jand. Clauds of haze, however,
have curtailed the raids on

- most days since the beginning

of the year. ° o
Elsewhere at Landing Sile i
a new market was thriving.
Shipped in by General -

Meo women sat before dis<l{ribes of neighboring Viet Nam.

plays of cigarets, toothpaste,
detergents, soap, crackers,
candy, fashlipht batteries,
watermelon, butchered bullalo
meat, and even canned Asahi
beer from Japan.

“Laxwell explained that Gen.
Vang Pao had several Ameri-
can planes to use as he wished

" and had shipped in the com-

modities from Vientiane,

“They pay for them, of
course, and the profits go to the
.widows fund," Laxwell sald.
. Altho a few families were

still living in tents, most of the
Meo were burning out patches
of forest and erecting log
frames for new houses. The
tribespeople, nomadic by na-
ture, apparently were settling
down to stay, In one completed
house a man was lying on a
wooden bed smoking opium
which is found in abundance
here. - S
Have Yank Weapons

Meo soldiers, wearing Amer-
jcan khaki uniforms and carry-
'ing American M-18 rifles,
mingled in the crowds.
“The soldiers came to see

their families and help them:

build new houses.” McCly-
monds said. . '
“They will go back when they
can hitch a ride on a plane.”.
Most of the refugees found
their way to Landing Sile 37 on

mountains from Sam Thong.
Diarrhea, dysentery, and ma-
laria—diseases common among
the Meco whose diets .are

broken out with increased fre-
quency, ' McClymonds said. ,
Otherwise there were few

‘nigns of suffering at Landing

- Site 37,

.

diren wore gold earrings

Cheng. - ., _ serenity. Later, b:ck in Vien

* “Approved For K8t 398 306‘?‘/06%‘7(')4{*

conducted from bases in Thai-

silver neckbands. It was their
way of keeping their wealth in
a land without banks and
savings accounts, :

The Meco are a dramatic
contrast to the Montagnard hill

Whereas the Montagnards are
dark skinned, the Meo look
almost like Chinese. Unlike the
Montagnards, '

Bodily cleanliness and sanita-
tion also appear to be greater
concern for the Meo than for
than for the Montagnard,

The adaptability and relalive
sophistication of lhe Meo, as
seen at Landing Site 37, helped
explain why the North Viet-
namese have singled out their
troops and their leader, Gen.
Vang Pao, as the major target
of the current offensive.

Fighting recently has
slackened off but western mili-
tary observers predict new
‘attacks will occur. )

Not a True Match *

The Mco, however, are not
fighting for Laos, a political
entity which exists more on
maps than it does in the hearls

! full force of the modern North

foot, a four-day walk thru the’

painfully monotonous—have|

of the people who live within its

- their homes, B

In limited engagements, the
‘Meo are tough adversaries but
they are not a match for the

Vietnamese army.

In surprise, lightning attacks
last August, the Meo under
-Vang Pao seized the strategic
_Plain of Jars with support from
American jet bombers.
~ The Meos captured between
6,000 to 8,000 tons of North
Victnamese supplies and
weapons which had been as-
sembled over the years in the
strategic plain. |

Nobody, however, expected.
them to hold the plain. The|
attack was meant only as a:

Moo women A'nd‘ some chil- sions- pushed into the Plain of
and Jars in February, the 'Meo

.
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punitive, restraining actio nl

| against the North Vietnamese.
"When the 312th and, the 316th

 North Vietnamese army divi-

'retreated to their strongholds
at Sam Thong and Long Cheng.
Today they are again battling

13 they “ave

“borders. They are fighting 1or |

fighting for Laos..

No. 1 Enemy

in La@s‘;
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Laos,

Laos: The Story Nixon Won’t Tell

Peter Dale Scott )

President Nixon cannot expect peace
in Vietnam while escalating the warin’
Laos. His Key Biscayne statement on
Laos of March 6 itself draws atfention’
to the connection between the two
conflicts, which has since been under-
lined by Vice President Agnew. In
"reality the so-called “Vietnamization"
in 1969 of the ground war in South
Vietnam was balanced by a sharp
escalation of the US air war in Laos,
beyond the range of inquisitive TV,
camera teams. This escalation is now
rationalized (though not admitted) by

the President’s statemeni on Laos,’

which puts forth a grossly misleading

- history of North Vietnamese “persist-

"ent subversion® and “invasion.”

* This story was put together long
‘before  the present  administration.
Many of its allegations were supplied
years ago by US intelligence sources,
who had a slake in misrepresenting the
Laotian war which they had themselves
largely helped to create, The statement
must however be answered, since it is
at least as misleading as the intelligence
reports of North-Vietnamese and Chin-
‘ese aggression in South Vietnam, which
preceded our air war in that country.

"Of course, the escalation in the long

run will involve two sides, and some
day historlans can analyze the whole
involvement in Laos of Thailand, the
Philippines, South Vietnam, North
Vietnam, the United States, Taiwan,

‘and China, .
it is important, however, to sce that

it has been not North Victnam but the
United States, and amore particularly its
spparatus of civil and military intel
Jigence agencies, which has bcen con-
sistently guilty of the initial subversion
of whatever order has been established

The New York Review of Books
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'Although the present war in Laos the then Premier Prince Souvanna

dates back to 1959, the President’s Phouma, received more votes than any
statement s lotally silent about the other candidate.)

1959-61 period. This is understandable,’

Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., in A Thou-

since virtually every independent ob- gand Days, has recorded the response
scrver has condemned the subversive of the US to the election: .

activities in Laos of the CIA and other
US agencies during the period when,
Mr. Nixon was Vice President. A '
RAND. Cotporation report on Laos.
concluded, for example, that in 1959 .
it was not the pro-Communist Pathet ’
Lao but the right-wing Sananikone’
government (which had been installed *-
by US intrigue and was counseled by "
US advisérs) that ‘“precipitated the ’
final crisis which led to war in Laus.”

This “final crisis” followed a probe '
. by a government patrol into the smalt =

but sensilive disputed area of Huong
Lap on the North Vietnamese border.
which had been poverned as part of
Vietnam in the days of the French. i
When the patrol was, predictably.
fired upon, the government charged
the North Vietnumese with fronticr’
incursions and claimed that this was
related to a planned insurrection by

- agement of a parliamentary crisis,

Washington decided to install a
reliably pro-Western regime. CIA
spooks put in their appcarance, set
up a Committee for the Defense
of National Interest (CDNI) and
brought back from France as jts ’
chief an. energetic, ambitious and
devious officer named Phoumi No-
savan. Prince Souvanna, who had’
shown himself an honest and re- !

-+ gpected if impulsive leader, was
. forced out of office [by a with- !

holding of US aid and CIA encour-

the use of
politician

through
veteran

allegedly
bribes}) ... 8

_named Phoumi Sananikone took

his place. .

The Pathet Lao were then excluded
from the new Cabinet approved on’
August 18, 1958,

the Pathet Lao. It then obtained a vole In‘ May (959 one ‘Pathet Lao bat-
of emergency powers from the Assem-. galion refused, understandably, to be-
bly, and soon ordered the two remain-  gegimilated under the new right-wing
ing battations of the Pathet Lao to be government, and it decamped to a
integrated forthwith into the national yalley on the North Vietnamese bor-
army. der. The Sananikone government then

The Pathet Lao had previously (in declared that / the Pathet Lao had
November 1957 apreed to this intepra- committed an act of open rebellion
tion, as part of a political settlement in ;.4 (hat only 2 military solution
which they received two Cabinet posts appeared possible, 1t thus by its own
‘and were permitted to participate in . tions deflected the Pathet Lao from
clections for specially created scats in e role of political opposition into a
the National Assembly. In this election military insurgency for which it was
‘the Pathet Lao and their allies (the oorly preparcd, and hence it was
party of left-leaning neutralist Quinlm ¢, .04 increasingly to depend on North
' Pholsena) obtained 32 percent of the yieinamese support. (By 1969 this
'yvotes and thirteen of the tWenty-one yigey regular units of the North

in Laos through international agree- : contested seats, showing that they had .y nomese army.)

‘ments. Thus the President’s statement
should be examined in the light of,
indubitable .CIA and US air force
sctivities thet he wholly leaves o, l

.grown considerably in popularity 0. 1. Aygust 1959 the government
the four years since the 1954 AGICC- . ic roceived a large increase in us
ments. (Prince Souphanouvong, “‘°lmmmy support by claiming, falsely,
| Pathet Lao leader snd half-brother of 04 it had been “invaded™ by & North
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' Laos Hearing
Records Set
For Release

By the Assoclated Press
Sen. Stuart Syminglon says

" |agreement has becen reached’ .

with the Nixon administration to.
release after five months of ne--
gotiations the transcript of,
closed door hearings on Laos.

Symington, - chairmn of _the
Foreign Relations subcommittee.
on national commitments, told
the Senate yesterday the record
to be released—within {wo

. ‘weeks—is a “sanitized version.”

. He said it deals in part “with
the dangers of past administra-
tion policy in Laos which permit-
ted military involvement and es-
calation to be wrapped in official
secrecy, and thus to grow with-
out the benefit of proper public|
discussion,”

“Those of us who have worked
to chave that secrecy dropped—’

March 6 statement on Laos—
hope the unhappy lesson of Laos
secrecy will not be lost on this
administration as it designs its
policy toward Cambodia,” the
Missouri Democrat said. i
Symington aides said about 10
percent of the transcript has
been deleted. At one point, they
gald, the administration soughtj
to delete 60 percent.

| Besides Los, four more tran-|

‘seripts remain to be issued, on;
Phailand, Taiwan, Japans
Okinawa, and Korea., . ok
VAT i ;
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lLaos Head Tells Views to Tribune

l Samuel Jameson, chief of the
Tokyo burcau of Tne Cul-
i €AGO TRIBUNE, I8 in southe
east Asia to study the widen-
“ing military and political
situation there. The following
_ is the first of scveral articles.

I BY SAMUEL JAMESON

! [Chicf of Tokyo Burcau] .

! tChicage Tribune Press Service)

' VIENTIANE, Laos, April 7—
Premier Souvanna Phouma of
'Laos said for the first time in
lan exclusive interview here
'today that he had not autho-
irized and did not control
'American bombing raids on the
'Ho Chi Minh trau in southern
;Laos.

> The 68-year-old prlnce said,
however, that he did not object

“No, we do not control them
i[the bombing raids on the Ho
:Chi Minh traill,” he said, *How
.could we control them? The
,only way to control them would
‘be to prohibit American planes
Jrom flying over Laos. Even
then, il planes came in from
the sea, how could we stop
them? How could we even know
they were bombing? There are
no villages in the area, The
area is all mountains and
jungles.”

Explains His Position

Souvanna made his com-
menls in the course of a
detailed explanation of how he
originally asked the Uhited
States to start aerial missions
over northern Laos, an area
unalfected by the Ho Chi Minh
trail,

“Thero i3 no writlen agree-
ment {giving the United States
permission to bomb northern
Laos), It is an oral agree-
ment,” be said, :

He sald it was concluded In
May, 1964, when communist
[ Pathet Lao and North Vietna-

the ncutrahst army, In the
Plain fo Jars. Souvanna said he
usked his half brother, Prince
Seuphanouvong, titular head of
the Pathet Lao to stop the
fighting. ~ Souphanouveng re-
fused, claiming that the battle
involved only neutralist forces
fighting among.themselves, not
Pathet Lao ot North Vietna-
mese,

Asks for Help

‘When the plain fell, Souvanma
said he decided to ask for help,

The prince said he made two
requests to the United States,
One was for arms and ammuni-
tien for the neutralist army,
which bad run out of ammuni-
tion for its Russian-made weap-
ons, The other was for Ameri-
can reconnaissance flights over
roads from North Viet Nam
into northern Laos, . -

Nothing in the..agreement
covered the Ho Chi Minh trail,
he indicated, ‘The roads covercd
by the agreement are In
northern Laos and are not
connected with the Ho Chi Minh
trail farthed gouth in the Laos
panhandle,

The step-up In  American
bombing in northern Laos to
full-fledged tactical bombing
missions totaling more than 400
a day occurred according to
Laotian requests, he said.

Souvanna said specific re-
quests - foff bombing missions
are made by Laos government
guerrillas. or regular army
troops in the field, They are
relayed by radio to communi-
calion planes in the air and
from there to air . bascs.
Souvanna did not mention it but

tho bases to which he referred | U

are in Thailand.

The premier sald he had told
the North Vietnamese ambas-
sador in .Vientiane that Laos
would- call off the American
bombing raids in northern Laos
il the North Vietnamese with-
drew to the Ho Chi Minh trail
or back to North Viet-Nam,

“Then it would be up to
North Vietnamese and the
Americans to make an agree-
ment covering the bombing of
the Ho Chi Minh trail. That is
not our affair,” he said.

The leader also defended the
secrecy which has shroufied
American air support of Lao-
tian army units, “The North
Vietnamese are still ‘coming
inte Laos but they refuse to
admit it. Why should we tell the
public in order: to let. the
Communists know what we are
doing?” he said. '

He added that forelgn jour-
nalists were prohibited from
visiting frontline' Laotian units
because Lao commanders. were
“too busy" to care for their
needs,

Admits Thals llelpfng

Earlier at a press conference
given for newsmen visiting with
H. Ross Perot, Texas billion-
alre, Souvanna acknowledged
that Thai pationals were:{ight-
ing in Laos, He denied, how-
ever, that any units of the Thai
armed forces are in Laos.
There are more Loatians in
Thailand than in  Laos and
some of these have come to
fight in Laos as individuals he
said,

He reltcrated declarations
that he would not ask the

United States to send ground

emphasized that contmuedi
American military and eco-
nomic support Is essential.

“We are fighting for our
survival, ' The United States
must understand we can do
nothing without its help,” he
said. ’

He also snid he would send a
reply to a five- point Pathet Lao
peace proposal in two or three!
days.

Denies POW Information

In another development Mrs..i
Dorothy Bodden of 5707 Walnut

-av., Downers Grove, met the

Pathet Lao representative in
Vientiane, Sot Petrasi. He otld |
Mrs. Bodden he had no infor-
mation ¢ oncerning her son,
army sgt. Timothy Roy Bod-
den, 27, The son has been listed
as missing for more than 3
years. Four othe wives of
missing service men accom-
panied her,

All of the womeifs requests
were rejcted with a pat
statement that nothing could b
accomplished until the United
States stops its bombing of

Laos,
However, the Pathet Lao

representative did  tell the|’

women that about 100 of 1,200

Americans shot down over Laos
were -alive and being held in:
caves and camps’ near the

places where they were shot’

down, ) o

mese troops attacked the forces,
of Kong Le, then the leader of l

'combat troopl to Laos ,but !
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U.S. building roads in Nepal

) KATHMANDU — The U.S. Agency for International Development
(AID), rercently identified as the CIA *‘front” for operations in Laos
and Thailand, is busily engaged in building a road in Nepal, the strate-
gically-located Himalayan kmgdom between India and the People's
Republic of China.

The road starts in western Nepal, on the Indian border at Dhangar-

hi. and will eventually tie in with another road to be built to Jumla, 100 |

. miles to the north. A third road is planned, which will link Pokhara, in
central Nepal, with the Mushtang enclave about 90 miles to the north.
Pokhara is already connected by road with a network that extends south
to the border with India. The Indian government, with Nepalese agree-

ment, maintains reconaissance leams on the northem Nepalese frontier

__with Chinm.
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| | Laofians Repel
- Hanoi Troops

By TAMMY ARBUCKLE -
. Special Lo The Star

VIENTIANE--North Vietnam-
ese forces altacked Ban Na Lao,
a village near Paksane in east- |
central Laos, at dawn today.
Tleven Communists were killed
vhen a -Lao "Spooky” gunship
sroke up the attack. '

" Three Lao government sol-
fiers were wounded. )

At he key guerrilla base of
Long Chien, meantime, a mas-
sive American logistics effort
:vdas underway, sources report-

‘l...‘ AL

Communists were reﬁorted to T ' ) oo

. be firing occasional rocket shells -
‘ v into the base, where at least 38
. " Americans ‘are. aiding the logis-
tics effort. Twenty shells were
fired into the base this morning,
hitting houses and causing cas-

ualties, . ‘ :
. Light aircraft and helicopters
belonging to Air America, the

ClA:chartered line, are landing
almost every minule and- are
. ferrying troops and ammunition
to outposts around Long Chien,
One ' 'American helicopter, —.
which .was ‘cartying its load of T
~ ammunition slung on a net un- -
derneath—dropped the load when ) : :
- the net broke, ‘ o Gt
': Four thousand of Long Chien’s o
40,000 Meo tribesmen have,
moved back into the town they.
fled last month, but many Mco
soldiers are staying with their .
- families in the surrounding hills, o TR )
Thai in(nnlrir and artillery - : S L
men dressed in unmarked fa- o C
tigues were said to be the main -
factor in the stiffening town de- oy
fense at Long Chicn, . : .
American jels today knocked| . R ,
out a 120-millimeler mortar A o i
. which had been harassing gov-| .- - . -
" " ernment forces sweeping out
from Tam Bleung, 12 miles
. north of Long Chien, headquar
" ters of Meo Gen. Vang Pao., .

-
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”r ~ Neutralism Gone
‘x .

' The overthrow of Cambodia’s
i Prince Norodom Sihanouk has done
. jat least one thing: It has destroyed
: {qu myth of neutralism in Southeast
“Asia, - :
|’ Ever since the Geneva accords of
i 1962, which provided for the neutral-
ism of Laos and Cambodia, neutral-
jism has led an uneasy life. North
{ Vietnam supported the Pathet Lao in|
;Laos, and the United States support- ' ,
‘ed the Vientiane regime through the!
i CIA, In Cambodia, wily Prince Si-
“Hi¥motik tried to buy neutralism by |
- winking at the use of a part of his !
. country for the movement of North:
Vietnamese iroops and supplics intof
South Vietnam. He also tried to play !
“Hanoi against Peking and Moscow. ;
Now 1n exile, alternatively in Mos-
: cow and Peking, Prince Sihanouk has ,
. begun his bid for a return to power. {
¢ The result may be a civil war. ‘North{
Vietnam may, indeed, end up. with!
i.control of Laos and Cambodia, a na-:
. tionalist dream of centuries. o
|~ So much for neutralism in a bitter---J
‘ly divided world. Maybe the late John }
_ Foster. Dulles was right when he ary
gued that neutralism’ way. fmmoral.

5
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I t doesn’t pipe Mantovani into its cabins,
dress stewardesses in colorful Puccis
or serve boeuf bourguignon on any of its
flights. And yet Air America is one of the
largest U.S. airlines, ranking behind Na-
tional and ahead of Northeast in the
number of its planes and personnel. Air
America can afford to be indifferent to
the extras provided by other airlines be-
cause it has only one customer to please
—~the United States

services comnected with the American
military involvement in Southeast Asia.
As a rule, these services go unpublicized.
Recently, however, Air America came
/gnto the spotlight when it flew several
hundred Thai troops into Laos to help

Vang Pao defend the outpost of Long
Cheng from Communist attack.,
Although in practical terms it is an op-
erating arm of the CIA, Air America is
owned by a private aviatign-investment

director and chief executive, a large, af-
fable man named George Doole Jr.,
laughs heartily when questioned about
dealings with intelligence ' organizations
—but hedges his answer. “I don’t' know
all of our customers’ private business and
relations,” he said last week. “So help me,
that's a fact.” But while that may be
so, Air America’s motto, “Anything, Any-
time, Anywhere—Professionally,” sug-
gests the company plays by rather free-
- wheeling rules, )

“I guess we carry about everything
except bombs under our wings,” says Air
America Saigon manager E.J. Theisen.

"~ And'in fact, the range of the company’s
activities almost lives up to its motto. CiA
agents working in the Phoenix program—

3

Government—for -
which it performs a wide variety of .

the CIA-sponsored “secret army” of Gen. .

concern called Pacific Corp. Its managing -

AIR AMERICA: ANYTHING GOES

a campaign to ferret out Viet Cong op-
eratives in South Vietnam—fly Air Ameri-
ca when they need to move a high-level
prisoner. Green Berets use the airline to
carry supplies to Montagnard mercenar-
ies. And according to Theisen, even the
U.S.s supersecret Special Operations
Group in Saigon, which works almost ex-
clusively behind enemy lines, relies on

< Air America for some of its transport
needs within South Vietnam.

Cantraci: At present, though, the bulk
of the line's work is in Laos, where it
drops tons of rice to Mco tribesmen un-
der a contract with the Agency for Inter-
national Development, carries troops to
the front and evacuates refugees. But
when it comes to discussing operations
behind Pathet Lao lines, only miles from
the North Vietnamese border, Vientiane
manager James Cunningham Jr. is not
giving away any secrets, “\Ve operate on
a you-call, we-haul basis,” he said. “We
don’t go into details.”

For its varied operations, Air America
uses a fleet of some 150 planes—mostly
unmarked twin-engine Vo'par Beech-

" crafts and Swiss-built Pilatus Porters.
Its 600 pilots, many of them Vietnam
veterans, make as much as $25,000 a

year—and earn every penny of it. Under
- . all kinds of weather—and often under fire
as well—they fly into remote jungle air-

strips no ‘bigger than football fields and
wear thick gold bracelets. which thzy
can barter for food and medicine in case
of forced landings in remote regions. But

-* in spite of the risks they take, the pilots

. are rarely the daredevil Steve Canyons
one might expect, “They’re in it for the
money, comments one old Asian hand.

“These guys all read Barronw’s for stock-
- market tips.”
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' Asian tinderbox: Cambodian leaders parade as Red envoy arrives in Laos

Indochina: The Calm Before

I n & land where he was once hlnviah!‘y
adored, Prince Norodom Sihanouk's

"~ pame was suddenly mud, The cabal that
overthrew the Cambodian Chief of State

two weeks ago diligently set about de-
stroving his reputation in the hope of
heading off any popular outery for his
return. Newspapers ran obscene cartoons
of Sihanouk and his wife, Monique, and

the same radio announcers who had sung

his praises so extravagantly a short time
ago now vied in berating him. Pictures of

~ Sihanouk and his mother, Queen Siso-
wath Kossamak, were ripped from walls
all over the country, and there was talk
of abolishing the monarchy. As a special
gesture in honor of the coup, Phnom
Penh’s Sihanouk Street was renamed
“March 18, 1970, 1 p.m. Street.”

To those who had feared that the
Cambuodian conp might trigger o wider
wir in Indoching, these activities seenved
reassuringly parochial. “At this point,”
said a junior diplomat in Saigon, “the so-
called ‘Indochina war® is the greatest
non-event in history,” But later, events
took a more ominous turn. In Cambodia,

. pro-Sihanouk rioters forced the govern-
ment to call up reserves, and there were
unconfirmed reports that Viet Cong
troops were moving toward Phnom Penh,
In Laos, the Communists appeared to be
massing for another attack. And in South

- . Vietnam, the government took advantage

of the Cambodian coup by attacking ene-
. my forces across the border, In short, it
seemed much too carly to write off the

M SRR

*attack on the key government outpost at

.Long Cheng did not materialize, and it

-ing Long Cheng could hold out for long,

ey
Ninon vvnpn News

the Storm?

bodia. One of the principal aims of the
‘new regime is to expel North Vietnam-
ese and Viet Cong troops from their
sanctuaries along the border with South

looked as though the Nerth Vietramuse
and their local allles, the Pathet Lao, had
stalled after taking nearby Sam Thong,
But the Laotians were not yet out of the -
woods, “The North Vietnamese appar-
ently tried to take both Sam Thong and.
Long Cheng in a rush,” said an official
foreign observer. “It only worked half-
way, and now they are regrouping for a
massive, more conventional assanlt on
Long Cheng.” No one had much faith
that the force of Meo tribesmen defend-

Penh~-the Prime Minister, Lt. Gen. Lon
Nol, Deputy Prime Minister Prince Siso-
wath Sirik Matak and Chief of State
Chen Heng—wisely decided that their
best chance for survival was to follow
the neutralist path that Sihanouk trod

nimbly for many years. Accordingly,
hey asked the Soviet Union and Britain,
the co-chairmen of the 1954 Geneva Con-
ference on Indochina, to do the job for
them by restoring the International Con-
trol Commission that had been set up by
the conference partly to police Cambo-
dian neutrality (Sihanouk sent the com-
mission packing in 1969 as an cconomy
measure). The new leaders also tried to
maintain working rclations with Commu-

aud there were fresh reports last week
that transport planes laid on by the CIA
(box) had carried several hundred Thai
soldicrs in as reinforcements. (Thailand
denied that it had any regulars in Laos, .
but officials conceded that “volunteers”
might have joined the fray,) This transe
fusion, however, was no swe-fire cure,
“Seanding the Thais up there is not liko
having a Panzer division defend the
place,” said one U.S. military man. “The
Thais spook as badly as the Laotians.”
Unavailing Efforts: Diplomacy failed
to case the crisis. President Nixon sent a
strong note to Soviet Premier Aleksei
Kosygin asking Moscow to reconvene the
1962 Geneva Confcrence on Laos, of
which it is co-chairman, in order to stop
the fighting. But most observers gave that
effort little chance for success. Another
letter was sent by messenger from the
Pathet Lao’s titular leader, Prince Sou-
phanouvong, to his half-brother, Laotian  that the new regime in Phnom Penh was
Premier Souvanna Phouma, The “peace  lcaning toward the West. For one thing,

d g 4 nthega clamp down on
'13:@ E&ﬂe‘yﬁw 1 Rﬁﬁ:{ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬂ&m military sup-
If the outlook was disturbing in Laos, plies through the Cambodian port of
it was éven more disheartening in Cam-’ Sihanoukville—continuing a process

Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops could
be negotiated oft Cambodian soil. And
Lon Nol's government even held onto the

munitions ship, for fear that by releas-
the U.S.

But Lon Nol seemed to be having
trouble balancing on the tightrope. It

be persuaded to lend a hand, for Hanoi,
Moscow and Peking were all convinced

S
i
{
{

Vietnam. But the triumvirs in Phnom .

T

nist diplomats in the hope that the North

-

Columbia Eagle, the hijacked American -

ing the vessel it might appear to favor -

it

was unlikely that the Communists could -
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Mounting

AS a new regime sought to consolidate
its hold on Cambodia last week,

- portraits of Prince Norodom Sihanouk

were hurriedly removed in government
ofliccs and shops throughout the cap-
jtal of Phnom-Penh. While the deposed
chicf "of state was gone, however, it
was clear that he was not forgotten. In
a Phnom-Penh hotel, a visitor asked

for one of the Sihanouk portraits as a .

souvenir. “Oh no,” replied a clerk. “We
are saving it. Nothing is surc. We may
have to put it back up.”

A mood of uneasiness and uncertainty
prevailed in Cambodia and in neigh-

New chapter in a turbulent history,

boring Laos as well. In Pcking, Si- -

hanouk called for a war of liberation
against the “traitors and rencgades” who
had scized power in Phnom-Pcenh. From
Hanoi came pledges of “total support”
for Sihanouk, and North Victnamcse
Premicr Pham Van Dong hurricd to Pe-

king to confer with the deposed prince.

In Phnom-Penh, both the North Viet-
namese and the Viet Cong closed their
embassies, a move short of outright dip-
lomatic rupture but suggestive of trou-
ble to come.

Late in the week it came., Pro-Si-
hanouk riots crupted north of Phnom-
Penh, and two National Assembly dep-
utics who had voted to deposc Siha-
nouk were reportedly slashed to death,
To keep the demonstrations from
spreading to the capital, the government
sent tanks to scal off roads leading to
Phnom-Penh, closed Pochentong Air-
port and imposed a 6 p.n.-to-6 a.m. cur~

few, More ominously, Acting Head of

Uneasiness in Southeast Asia ’

State Cheng Heng charged that Viet
Cong forces on Cambodian soil “have
begun actions against the Cambodian
pcople and our soldicrs” ncar the bor-
der, and Prince Sirik Matak warned
that an attack by thousands of Com-
munist troops “could not be ruled out.”
There were reports that several thousand
Communist troops had entered the coun-
try to foment trouble, and the new gov-
crnment called up its reserves and asked
all vetcrans to report for duty. Mean-

while, in Laos, rampaging Communist -

forces were less than 14 miles away

from the key CIA basc at Long Cheng.

A new chapter in the turbulent history

of Indochina was unfolding, and few'

carcd to predict whether it was the pref-
ace to a wider war.,

Down to Size. Styling itscif a “gov-
ernment of salvation,” the regime of
General Lon Nol, the Premier, and
Prince Sirik Matak, the Deputy Pre-
micr, moved to persuade Cambodia of
the rightness of its rule. In mcetings
with major national groups—Icading
Buddhist bonzes, district chiefs, students
and members of Sihanouk’s own po-

liticai movement, the Sangkum—the,

new leaders explained their actions in de-
tail and stressed the economic difficultics
and moral corruption of recent years.
Key Sihanouk backers were jailed.

Still, one Western diplomat suggested
that if Sihanouk were to turn up at
the airport tomorrow, “the guards, in-

stead of arrcsting him, would probably

prostrate themsclves before him.” To

cut Sihanouk down to size, the gov-

croment began waging an intensive prop-

aganda campaign. The local press, which
had previously referred to him as a god- - 2
- prince, mocked him savagely and his -

- half-Italian wifc Princess Monique even

more. Some newspapers ran composite
photos of her head on anonymous nude
bodies in obscene poscs. The prince’s
popularity, however, remained a trou-
blesome factor. -

An Army Affair. An cqually scrious
difficulty was the Communist Victnam-
cse military presence. Before Sihanouk’s
fall, Lon Nol called on the Communists
to cvacuate their Cambodian sanctuaries
immediately. That demand was not cm-
phasized publicly after the takcover.
Nonetheless, Sirik Matak told Time

Correspondent Burton Pines in Phnom- -

Penh that getting rid of the Communist
forces remained a primary goal. “We de-
mand that they immediately lecave our
territory,” the prince said. “Sihanouk vi-
olated his own—and our—proclaimed
policy of neutralism by permitting the
Vietnamese foreigners to stay inside
Cambodia. We cannot tolcrate it. We
have every expectation that this matter
can be solved peacefully. If not, it will
become an affair for our army.”

If last week's border clashes were to
develop into an ali-out war between
Cambodia's 37,000-man army and the
better-armed, better-organized Commu-
nist troops, a slaughtcr would probably
cnsue. Cambodia could call on the Amer-

icans and South Vietnamese, but that™
would almost certainly plunge the coun-

try—like Laos—inextricably into the ag-
onizing morass of the Viet Nam War.
“In no casc would I envisage asking
any of our ncighbors—Thailand, Laos,-

VIETNAMESE CIVILIAN LEAVES CAMBODIA
Eresh fears of a wider war.

South Viet Nam—for assistance,” Sir-
ik Matak told Pincs. “To ask others to
help us militarily would destroy the in-
dependence and neutrality that are the
preconditions of our small nation’s ex-
istence.” U.S. jets strafed Communist
positions in Cambodia, It was the fifth
time this year that the US. has ad-
mitted 1o air raids over Cambodia.
Coup Rumors. In Laos, the question
was how far the six battalions of North
Victnamese troops that were probing
Laotian defenses around Long Cheng in-
tended to go. Would they overrun the
base and keep moving right to the plains
just north of Vientiane? A major push
scemed several days off at least, but
U.S. advisers and government defenders:
prepared a fallback position at Ban Son,
20 milcs south of the basc. Meanwhile,
U.S. warplanes continucd to bomb Com-

. ' 006%13119&‘
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munist supply routes across nur!hern;
Laos. Despite U.S. cstimates that the

air attacks have inflicted 209% casualtics

on Communist units, thc bombing has

failed to stem the tide of supplies.
Though a new Communist Pathet L-lO
peace plan was delivered to Prince Sou- "

vanna Phouma, the ncutralist but West-’

ern-leaning Premier of Laos, he de-
cided to defer a decision until the Cam-
bodian situation settlcs down. In any
case, the prospect that anything solid
~may emerge from the Pathet Lao plan
is slight. As a precondition, the Com-
munists insist that American planes halt

their bombing in Laos. U.S. officials .

have indicated that the bombing will
not stop, even at Souvanna’'s request.
As Sccrctary of State Williamm Rogers

noted last week: “If North Viet Nam
continucs to usc the Ho Chi Minh Trail*

as a principal supply route to South

Viect Nam, obviously we would not be .

in a position to stop.”
Souvanna may be encountering some

difficulty himself, from the right as well ,
as the left. Rumors of a possiblc right- _

wing coup were once again afloat in

" Vientiane, As for the left, Souvanna!
said that Hanoi hoped to capitalize on,

|

|

the coup in Cambodia by solidifying its
~hold on Laos while everybody’s atten-:
tion was dirccted clsewhere. *'North Viet.

Nam,” said Souvanna, “has a desire
for hegemony in this area.”

Tempting Target. That secems true

enough. There is little doubt-that Ha-

noi and Washington alike are deeply.

worricd about what may happen next
in the arca. A broadening of the war
could place enormous strains. on Ha-
noi’s resources, but the North Vietnam-

ese may be tempted to strike if their:
sanctuaries arc seriously endangered.

The U.S., on. the other hand, may be-

tempted to remove once and for all the
border sanctuaries that have enabled
Hanoi-to prolong the war.

Unless the U.S. is willing to take the
chance of wndcmng the war, however,
‘it might be wiser to settle for smaller
gains. Onc possibility ‘would be for the
U.S. to discourage Cambodia from mil-
itary action against the Communists,
but to encourage the ncw regime to cur-
tail their supplics. If Washington were
.to seek any more dramatic profit from,
the current turmoil, it might risk throw-
ing away the hope of a long-term po-
litical settlement in exchange for a short-
term military advantage. - o
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; CONSPIRACY? ' Let us assyme that there arce those |
~i The history of the U.S. intervention | who believe this will work no better |
+ in Vietnam is filled with unanswered i now than it did before — and that |’

: questions, the biggest one being how * what is required is not the Nixon”
; we got into it in the first place. , | reversal, instead, of what he scems to Z ‘

¥

i Arthur Goldberg, Ambassador to
t the United Nations in the Johnson
. Administration, says that it wasall a
j mistake, from the beginning on
v through, Not a conspiracy, he says,

¢ mercly a mistake, a tragic one.

s

y be doing. How better to countermand

Nixon Administration than by |
creating what can be described as the -

necessity not for less U.S. forces but
for more? ’

the troop withdrawal order of the i '

-1
{
|
P

i Maybe. Why, though, would he | The present picture in Laos and
¥ mention “conspiracy” in his remarks | Cambodia 2surely suggests a buildup.
é on a rccent television “Meet The | toward this kind ofem_ergcncy. Who is-
| Press”” show. Could it be that the | constructing the buildup? In charge in’
{ events ‘underway in Laos and |Laos, we kunow fr_om recent news:|
t Cambodia, raising as they do more | reports obtained with great difficulty,
rmysterious questions, prompt |is the U.S. Central Intelligence: \/
« thoughts coming under the heading of tAgency, the CIA, a super secret
© “conspiracy?” .| service accountable for its funds and
t  There is a clear line extending back ioperations to no one but itself, as
{ from at least 1950 — probably before ! Presidents Eisenhower, Kenvnedy and |
t — of U.S, intervention in the jpossibly Johnson found out. The .
) post-world-war-two situation in,chances are strong that the hand of
; southeast Asia, in the arca which used i the CIA will be fgound to have been
i to be called French Indochina. (That ;decisive‘iu' Cambodia‘in the tigh't-'Wihg’ .
former colonial territory now consists ‘militar coup which deposed ‘the 4
i of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos.) ,'Camb_"ocriah' leader, "Prince’ Siﬁaﬁdd]é.fﬁ
| In 1950, with the French embarked !~ orwmte st oo TR
‘ upon an cffort to maintain a form of
+ control over their pre-war possession,
U. S. advisors arrived from Korea and
the Philippines to teach- guerrilla !
-warfare to French ‘officers. At about
the same time there began'a
substantial program of U.S. military
aid to the French, o

Four ycars Jater the French had had -
-it in Vietnam. But not so the U.S.
Between 1954 and 1956 the United 1
- States miilitary presence in Victnam !
rcplaced the previous French:
presence. Little by little — the !
; complete story remains to be told —
the role of this presence changed from ;
training mission to combat suppott to-Y
combat replacement, in the number of
. a half million troops. _

The Nixon policy; as far as can be

. determined, is to attcmpt to reverse !

this process. To ‘change the U.S.! o
military role, that is, back to what it |

. ]
was ninc or ten years ago, To ;
T : :

[ Ay —

—
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‘States ' involvement in Laos — that must‘ not. be allov/ed 1£0" Ok
‘which ' the Nixon administration tinuc;,, Ao it will sefve to: dést;g
“has gone to such pains to keep “wha aver -goodwill’ his. coun‘md
_aecret — is that it ultimately will. anay‘ Fa able 10" bmld upema;% il
‘wot us entangled in another Viet-, ‘the ; world throug‘h thet Inter-
‘nam-type war in Southeast Asia. Nefforts of tho tAgeney 015 Inter-
And, certainly, we already: hewe* nattbnnl Development. f;ﬁ‘u‘&‘ék}
‘move than we can handle with the ,z,\ _ Tndeed, . a president! - .
| mess in Vietnant. e ( forceappolnted to make a compr

' But there is unother aspect that ' hensive review of past U. S :ﬂd”
“can be severely damaging to this - programs and chart new. directions’,

country. That is our clandestine’ gor the 19708 speclﬂcally recotite" .

operations in which we apparently mended on March 8 a comp]eteu

are carrying out our cloak-and-' geparation of mllitary and econom 41
l dagger maneuvers in Laos under ' j¢ aid,

* cover of the Agency-for- Intoma.— The le-member panel headed by «

_tional Development (AID). . \ former'Bank of America President.” i

l "'The-Assoclatcd Press’ reported . Rudolph A. Peterson, urged that ;
8 fews days ago that. American g types of “security asslstance"-—-';
civilians based in Laos “perfornt ' including military assistance, and .
What amounts to mintary f“nC' sales —— be corqblned ln one leg‘]s‘a. {
tions under anspicey :gf the U. 8.. tive act, separate from economic.’
.Embassy, the Agency for Inte1ma- ald, with the State DepaMQnt”;
tional Development and 1wo com- " exercising “firm “policy guidanc "

_‘panies under charter.to AID~- Air '-_over mllitary programs.

,America and Continantal Air Serv' "~ IThe purpose of the AID program
. “1ees, Ine.”

+*."+{s -to provide needed economic as-
4: The best availabla ipformai:lon, ‘sistance in underdeveloped coun-

said this report, is thgt as many, : tries, and in the process win some
as 100 CTA. peraonnel are operating ‘friends for America, which it sure-
“in Laos urider. cover ‘of AID 07 the 1y ‘needs; «We can.be sure that

U.S: Embagsy, -while; other CIA ‘meither objective will be. achieved
agents are said to operate “in th :by misusing the Agency for In-
Fblack,” meaning. Ahey’ ”B?mtz’i‘s .ternationl Development - as an

:eit l?er @?aes b\llea‘al ‘cover for CIA activities.

 ATDvofficials’ will -
l nelther confirm nor deny that their -
}org@.mzatwn g cover, for CIA 4 i
i, operations.: This, it’ seems ‘to. ua Yt
*comes clogé"to béing & oon!é‘ss;or\,

i that AID ls’ prostitqting itac“z br|

prowding cover. for our: mili
+ meddling i thit country. A

our efforts, however humanitarian
" and sincers they may e, aulpect
ﬂl QY“ 01 the WPﬂd' b u,..w.;‘—--:-r
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Southeast~Asian war into Cambodia, Laog
and Thailand, the American people should,
be reminded of the following:

. When Richard Nixon was vice presi-
‘dent, on April 17, 1954, he addressed newss
paper editors at Was]ungton in what was
supposed to be an “off the record” talk. He ¢
tried to torpedo the Geneva Peace confer« -

. ence, then about to begin, by saying: “If,to . = '
avoid further Communist expansion in Asxa
and Indochina we must take the risk now by, "~ "

* putting our boys in, I think the executive -~ .0 .
has to’ take the polltlcal]y unpopular step to
‘do it.’

5 Word leaked out the following day ot o
what Nixon had said. The story was pub- '
lished. Americans should note that this is
the same man who, since entering the |
White House, has been assuring the people
_+ "all we are interested in is to see the Viet«
(-_ namese get the right of self-determination.’

/' 'That right was thwarted when the late
John Foster Dulles led the drive that pre-~
vented the free elections in Vietnam speci<
fied at Geneva. The CIA and Pentagon ap-
plauded. Since then, a suceession of federal
administrations has convinced our people
we had to go there and invade Asia or.the
Vietnamese, with no bombers or Navy,
would come over and attack us. Sorme 50,000
of our men have died in combat or of tropi-
cal diseases because of our gullibility.Is . :_
this ‘really what the ‘“silent majority”j

PR TP

wanted"

© JACK cx.owsze.n '
1518 Bidwell Avenue, . )
L m.ﬁg.iv“»u‘;w&a.jﬂ %Juﬂ
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! :Meo tribesmen think of him as a

“+: Maj. Gen. Vang Pao, has often

" . . Plaine des Jarres

-

.By DON SCHANCHE

THE STRONGEST FORCE be."
-hind the headlines in the strange,
secret war of the CIA-supported.
*Meo guerillas in Laos is a b7-year-
-old retired Indiana farmer whose
. bizarre career as humanitarian,
I'battle tactician ahd homespun
.philosopher combines the qualities
!of Albert Schweitzer, Lawrence of

T "'Tmar ford, are on the run,

lsouth of the Plaine des

i quarters 19 miles away. It
\2n'aw',’ town called Long Tieng and it has

Approved For Release 239;/93,4%*&%80101601
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The Iridianan
fled under Communist fire just a few
days ago from his refugee headquarters
and supply base at Sam Thong, a pro-

founded seven years
glateau 15 miles
arres,

vincial capital he
ago on a high mountain

CIA advlsfrahgo fo&l)ow thc;‘ iol Sarmer
i o ead-
advice, Is fighting savgt i: o ey

been swollen to the proportions of an

%Arabia .and Will Rogers. "

He is Edgar (Pop) Bucll, area !

coordinator for the U.S. Apenoy }-

‘for International Development in |
iNnrthennt Lior and key figure in ;
the long struggle against the Coms-

:munist Pathet Lao. The primitive.

demi-god., His close' friendship
{with "their mysterious chieftain,

'turned the course of the war and |
iinfluenced American policy in tha
rwar-torn little country. '

‘ The aging Hoosier, a plain a‘nd“'
thomely man even by Grant Wood"

standards, has lived with the Meo | the mountains and an opportunity to in-

{in the mountains around the famed

"them in victory, rallied them fin defeat, f
“founded their first schools and hospitals, -
. performed emergency surgery, including |
.30 amputations, and taught them a crude

" ‘but efficient “new” kind of i9th century

agriculture. :
. “If T can get 'em from a thousand

. command in Vietnam would
Danang and Saigon were to be seized by.

Ameriean suburb by a vast infusion

U.8. Alr Force nnd the Army of

lande von 1 first vistted Long 'Tien

ht years ago, it was an abandone
yﬁnppy gﬁém in & lmewo de=
fzh in the meuntaing, When &
last yenr, it was

(9
el
oty

ollv
taw the Meo stronghold

1the ®econd larfest city in Lgos, bigger
than the royal capital of Luang Pra-
bang and almost as large bs the politi-
enl capital, Vientiane, . :

" Communist capture of these two

- mountain bases in the crazy-quilt little
war will be a disaster comparable, on

" Laoa’ small scale, to what the Arfnerlcan
ace

the Viet Cong.

*Ironfeally, all Buell and Vang Pao’

ever sought was a period of peace in

since 1961, He has led & ;}gﬁrate:ﬁthe backward Meo jnto the soclal

vle'rbf Tios;’ What' has' happened in-

stead is that both have become tragically.
embroiled in n 10-year war in which
American involvement has grown from,
a.few bags of rice, piven by Pop Buell’
to Mco war refugees in 1961, to a losing
last-ditch ntand involving hundreds o

THE MEO GENERAL, who calls Buell '
tmy father” and occasionally lin&r;; E,M

of !
~equipment_and men from the CIA,&.‘:‘;“%M the darkened jungle to escape Com-

':E\e displaced people., His deep

,'years behind the rest of the world to American fighter bombers, more than a
vonly 70 or 80 years behind,” Buell said, - billion dollars worth of munitions, a hun-
.“they"l;e that much better off, ain't| dred-odd V.8

- they? , 'Y s Aﬁﬂ'my t\:ﬂif advisets and
¥n his devotion to the welfare of the.. pgxz't?:s ¢ counter-insurgency ex-
half million Meo and Lao rofugees un- '

e, e e o Lo vy, g, Prosiont Nixon, mifmiee
with irritation at American bureaucrats '\ j, "T.aos, he obviously hasn't been told
and diplomats who resist his demandsm ‘ybout Pon Buell j“{ as he reportedly
for short-cuts in speeding supplies't0? was not told about the death of Army
friend. i Captain Joseph Bush {n combat at Muong '

Soul, Laos, which I reported, to the

| consternation of the White House, & few
weeks ago. '

| ships not only with Gen, Vang Pao and
other Meo leaders, but with Premler

! Souvanna Phouma and dozens of other
Laotian leaders, including King Sava'nﬁ .
Vatthana himself, has made oven hig
Btate Department officials reluctant to

| cross swords

' friend ago, his presence alone was credited with

s
Vang Pao, & tough tribal leader ©
{who rules like an ﬂ*‘:‘cﬂm.ﬂiﬂg P .hold!nx} 5::":: ’l plt:l'!ull;d weak defen-!

NINGN. | “glwe : I Na, Xhang:

e oAy ed, ok %ﬁ&?a&%bmﬁmém’ﬁbﬁ‘ﬁ&qmmmmm%

threc-day enemy at-7%
' tack, Once, he personally trained and led 4
@ Meo commando demolition team that |
i blew up 30 kilometers of the Commu- !
. nists’ main supply highway from Hanol

{ during “a bloady,

to the Plaine des Jarres, stalling the ¢
[ enemy's war In Laos for a precious’ six \
! months. , .
| On another oceasion, Buell advanqedv,
{ with o guerrilla patrol to the fenceline ;
of the Pathet Lao’s main headquarters .
in Sam Neua city, close to the North '
Vietnamese border. After helging to re-"
connoiter the stronghold, he caught
- pneumonia on the long trek back to his .
. own base camp and almost died, .
Twenty times in the last 10 years
uell has been forced to flee under fire

B o - ban

" munist attacks apainst villages in which
he was mleeping, and each time he has ¢
led thousands of terrifled refupees out
with him. On one nicht alone, early in
the wn;. tie maved 0,000 Meo and Lao .
people from sinughter by lending them
away from a pursuing enemy force. For .
these actions and hla unstinting hum:ml-‘ K
- tarian work among Lantian and Meo war
‘yefugees, King Savang Vatthana of Laos
awarded him. the highest decoration a.
_foreigner can receive, the Order of a.
Million Elephants. The Meo have given; .
him divine status and call him “Tan” .

Above . | 9

, Buell has had one near-fatal heart at-

! tack in the Laos monntains and suffers
almost. every month from recurring.
bouts of malaria, He has survived four;
mountain plane crashes and has been, -

, under fire almost daily for 10 years, yet™

E e tt'lgxei‘ as been wounded. Vang Pao, :
o n -

and serlously injured several times ln;’i
crashes of the small courier planes he
and Edggar Buell use to hop around the
mountains of northeast Laos, : '
Both nre tireless workers, It 1s rare
to find ejther putting in less than an 18-
hour day, “I was always of the opinion ",
that I'ought to do a little bit extra after ,
1 did my day's work,” said Buell, "It's ;
that littfe bit that sells America to thess )
peo&)'le." :
he fates of Liaos and Ameri¢an in-’
terests in that country have been inter-"
twined since the two small men (each is'
B'4”) first met in a native restaurant in*
the village of Lhat Houvang, just south’
of the Plaine des Jarres in 1060, They’
sealed a personal pact that night which:
has often overshadowed the policles of!
both the Laotian .government and the®
United States. !
Buell then was a volunteer agricul--

Services, a vats peace €0 whi
chil works  mdar. eoatract 10 UBAID,

Pop,!” which means “Mister Sent Fromi‘ T

gthé¥ hand,'his been shot twice |
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' Indochina:
The Players

Don’t Seem
- Sure What
tTo Do Next

bombing of their supply routes
. in eastern Laos is recjected out
_of harid in Washington.

. In jittery Cambodia, mecan-
.while, a new regime struggles
“ito consolidate the overthrow of
; Prince” Sihanouk and to avert

ate his vows of ncutrality, but

EE TR P

Jeverdge to compel the North

PIY]

i sl

B i RoPoo-epiRARD

offer ‘to exchange a peace Inf
western Laos for a halt in the -

_.civil strife with his followers. |
‘i The Prince’s successors reiters -

',,they‘ possess neither the mill- ©»
" itary strength nor the diplomatic.

*Mr. Rogers - also reiterated
1the promise not to enlarge the
-|. American involvement in Laos,
Though its total conquest by
North Vietnam would sadden
_ Washington and frighten neigh-
, boring Thailand, it could not be

&tion yearning to pet its forces
| off the Asian mainland.

!‘ . Presumably, the Sccretary of
| State also offered a cautious
‘_'account of the Administration’s
:! belief that the tide of battle is
\[, turning against

defended by a war-weary na-;

—

riding in a ‘car’ heading for ‘a
precipice at 30 miles an ‘hour
than at 80 miles an hour. Grant-.
‘jng the new policy all that is
,its due, I am still unwilling to,
‘adorn the lesser folly with ‘the
name of wisdom.” ”
‘z At best, the Senator argued,.
lit is a policy to keep “our
[ punchy protégés in .Salgon
“staggering around the ring for
| a few years longer” 50 that the
- Administration can avoid the

RN

' | tory "*i nists in hSOch Vietnam. fFor it has called “defeat and ihumm-
oL : ° N «! reasons that no one can fully .ation”—namely a coalition re-
; ...WASHINGTON—That war just:: The .South Vietnamese and . understand and to an exmn{:;?:::_ But ins}':ead of deterring
< Will'not go away. - 'somg of their American military ! that no one wishes to define,| Communist advance in Asia,
i In ‘the last week the North advisers are itching for an invi--i . the “Vietnamization” and “pac-| Mr. Fulbright added, the United -

Vietnamese struck briefly, though , tation.fo cross the border into ' ification” programs are said to' gtates has now actually stimu-.
. by no ‘means feebly, in a first, Cambagdia—not to defend that |,.be progressing well, so that”jated it. The nation’s course, he.

spring spasm of offensive, The| country’s interests but to re- . American troop withdrawals jnsisted, amounted to’“madness
. jousting in Laos continued incon- " lieve -the military pressure, on_, can probably be accelerated’ . on so grand a scale” .o
" clusively. The confusion in Cam-| ‘themselyes. Twice since - the : this year toward the poal of " qpat in itself -was 2 major
_ bodia left everyone wondering, ' 'Cambodian coup they have ar-"\. ahout 225,000 by mid-1971. The ..qoqiation of - the rhetori¢ in
{ The Paris talks droned on mono. 'Tanged:for such an invitation in .| present troop level.in Vietnam ‘washington, - e A
* tonously. The French offered a ‘Privatp; megotiations along the ', is 450,000. S BT I MAX. FRANKEL
; proposal, vaguely. And under the frontier. But Washington and ' ' gyccecg n “Vietnamization” G AN A s S A
«~ weight of it all, the uncasy truce’ 4-_.1’“9"195“‘1 are plainly fright- | i 155 still held to be the only Sl e (e i
«on the home front collapsed. !' encd by’ such free-lance exer- way of forcing Hanol to nego-
* it “slmply does not matter cises in escalation and. last ' tiate for a peace seitlement
. very much for the United, week demanded that they bé " throughout Indochina. What ap=
" States,“in cold, unadorned stra-, stopped, at least for the time .»peared to be a proposz!l by

tepic’ “terms, who rules the being. - ¢ France for another large inter- ’ )
.. states of Indochina,” said Sena-;  Drcams of dramatic change . national conference to arrange ;

tor J William Fulbright in a; jn the wilitary’ balance in  such a scttlement found little

scornful attack on the nation's|. Southeast Asia persist in some . interest in Washington., But the

policy”in Southeast Asia. American *uartprs< ~if the t-o0p .. proposal -was not rejected,
. And though no one answered \ withdrawals could only be slow partly because it was not un-

him in public, the Administra-| enough, if the Cambodian sanc- ‘r. derstood and partly because it
" tion's'reply was self-evident: It tuary. could be harassed or de- "'was not clear whether Hanol
. does not matter very much who | stroyed, if. the  home front." had been sounded out ‘before.
* rules North Vietnam, Laos ‘or: would hold firm . economically But the prevailing view in the
. Cambodia; but after all that has | and politically, if the President Administration is that the pres-
‘ been invested, it still matters | meant what he said} about not" -ent Paris talks could come .to
¢ very much who rules South | accepting “defeat” ;1. . ., life on a momerif’s notice’ if
. "Vietnam. : . .. But- the ptevailing Adminis- ."North Vietnam were ever inter-
(- The North Vietnamese have’, tration position, as- outlined to 1.ested in meeting the minimum'
- occupied eastern Laos to pm-l a restive Senate Foreign Rela. , ‘American ?Pndltxon for a “self--
~ tect their supply route into’, tions Committee by . Secretary - determined” —and - ‘presumably
. South..Vietnam. They are en- i of State Willlam P. Rogers, ' non-Communist—regime in Sai-'

"

. \ . - ki i hat:
i Vietnamese to leave their terri-.' the. Commu- kind of political settlement t

-

~ c¢amped . in eastern Cambodia | last week, seems to have been * gon.
to keep Saigon and the Mekong , much more modest. ., ' Vietnamization was seen in
Delta . region under constant; - He sald the United States, . wholly different _terms, how-
threat, They are advancing in, had no intention of jnvolving| . 'ever, by Senator Fulbright, It is
, western Laos to prove that.they| - itself in Cambodia, either mili-' «"better than escalation, he said,
v cannot be defeated even when’ tarily or diplomatically. Though: -in‘a long speech that sxgnalefi . .
. they are stymied inside South® the new regime there enjoy$ :.the end of his patience and pn-1 - . . .
- Vietnam. They mount a perfodic! Washington's tacit support, it is: ' vate ‘truce with Mr. Rogers. B
« attack in South Vietnam to_em- ; . rccognized as weak and essen-'  “But I welcome it only‘in"thd
phasize their menacing presence | tially impotent against  thej ,sense_;thg&@\mguld‘,rg‘t.her.'“gg}
‘while the Americans try slowly | North Vietnamese. If it can stay s H-ﬂ;' ‘
to depart. out of the Indo%hinadwar ?nc:- R R
s .+ still give less ald and comfort; o
Laos Deadlock , to Himoi than In Prioce Si-
 /.The “neutral” Laotians resist | hanouk’s day, so much the bet-|
as best they can, with the help  ter, If-it gets into trouble: and, .
. of a C.LA.-run army, some Thal ¢+ geeks American help, it willl ;
troops and American air bom- ¢ probably be refused,, . . {7+ o . .
bal;cli.n'gt;nts. The: American ap- | Promlsnne “'j(ed";} iy ¥
peals “fa lomatic ,agsista § VR i
el (o SR BUS A ERF Release 2001/03/04 'CIA
_ king, The' North ' Vietnamese, ' ' . .
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Air America’s Civilian F acade

5 APR 1970

WASHINGTON, April 4—AS,
the American-supported clan-
destine army went on the at-
tack in Laos again this week,
pllots of a flamboyant airline
called Alr Amerlca took to the
skles once again to ' move
troops, provide supplies and
evacuate wounded.

Air Amerlca Is a flight charter
company that, like the clan-
Zestlne army, is widely consid-

red to be the servant of the

gence Agency. :

With its assorted fleet of 167
alrcraft, Air America performs
diverse missions across East
Asla from Korea to Indonesia.
It is belleved to be a major. link
for the C.LA's extensive activi-
ties throughout Asla.

Alr America parachutes Meo
tribesmen and other sccret
agents behind North Victnamese
lines in Laos, trains mechanics
- Ifor the aviation division of the
national police in Thailand,
hauls American ald cargo for
the Agency for International
'Development in South Vietnam,
‘fertles United States Air Force
men from Okinawa to Japan

and South Korea, and dispatches

‘Intelligence flights from Talwan
‘along the coast of Communist
|Q1ina.. ]

The company also transports
‘helicopters from France and
Italy for assembly in Southenst
Asla, flics prospectors looking
for copper and geologlsts
searching for oil in Indonesia,

and provides pilots for commer-
cial eirlines such as Air Viet-
nam and Thali Airways and
for China Airlines, which 1s ‘on
Taiwan. )

Air America's civilian facade
permits the United States to do
Ithings that would otherwise be
impossible or, at least, political-
ly embarrassing. The 1962, Ge-
neva accords, for instance, pro-
hibit foreign military aircraft in
Laos but they say nothing about
civilian planes, The facade also
averts public attenton in coun-
tries such as Japan that are
sensitive to the American mili-
tary presence. ,

Then too, intelligence services
the world over have always
used b

Gives It Latitude in East Asia|

By RICHARD HALLORAN .
Special ta The T)thcr Government agencies con-

trolled and sccure transport, On
the economic side, commercial
iwork enables -the company to
‘keep its large fleet busy when
'part might 'be idle.

The outfit exudes an air of
Oriental adventure out of Mil-
ton Caniff's comic strip “Terry
and the Pirates.” It has the
flamboyance of the late Lieut,
Gen, Claire L. Chennault's war-

it is descended. Working for Air
America demands the resource-

beaches of northern Canada, the
South American highlands and
Africa. '

Those who have seen Alr

dedication and duty. They take
more than routine risks and
some have gone down in Asian
jungles, not to be seen again,

Asian Art on the Walls

Most of .the company's air-
craft, like those of regular air-
lines, carry its name, though
some are unmarked. The flect
includes long-haul jets, the C-46
and C-47 propeller craft that
were the workhorses of World
War 11, a variety of helicopters
and the latest in single-engine
and twin-engine utility planes.
Alr America also borrows Air
Force planées.

time Flying Tigers, from which|

ful skill' of the bush pilots wholltion,
have explored the unknown‘in Delaware

f| employ about 9,300

attihates, ~ the ~other "throug
charter arrangements under the
puise .of contracts with A.LDN
Gleanings from those contracts,
which have been made available
to The New York Times, show
the exient of the operations.

The C.LA. declines to com-
ment on this subject, and A.LD.
officials refuse to discuss in-
telligence operations.

Mr. Doole, in an interview,
brushed the matter aside. *1
‘someone out there’ iz behind
all this” he said, “we don’t
know about it.” :

Incorporated In Delaware

_America is the Pacific Corpor
which 'was incorporate
in 1950 with
$10,000, Mr, Doole said the
shares were privately held,

the board of directors, The cor-
poration and its subsidiaries
people.
The Pacific Corporation owns
1100 per cent of Air America,
which is also a Delaware cor-
poration founded in 1950, The
line owns 125 aircraft and
leases 42 more. It employs
about 4,700 people, some 400
of them pilots, and has bases
in . Okinawa, Taiwan, South
Vietnam, Thailand and Laos.

Air America, in turn owns 99
per cent of Air Asia, which was
set up on Taiwan in 1955. Air-
Asia claims the finest aircraft
maintenance and repair, facility
in Asia, at Tainan.

In addition, the Paclfic Cor-
poration ‘'owns 40 per cent of

. _The line's headquarters “in
Washington looks much _like,
\the offices of other medium-
size businesses——conservatively
dressed executives, miniskirted
secretarles, bits of Asian art on
the walls, a reddish-orange car-!
pet to lend a touch of cheer,

The chief executive of Alr
America is George A. Doole Jr)
(a low-key 60-year-old business-
‘man who holds a master's de-
gree from the School of Busl-
ness Administration at Harvard.
Before joining Air America in
1953 he was the chief pilot for
Pan American and pioneered
trans-Atlantic ‘air routes before
World War II. »

In Asia the general manager
is Hugh L, Grundy, 55, who is
described by acquaintances as
a quiet, shy man, He too is an
alumnus of Pan American, hav-
ing been an englneer with the
line before the war and then
having served in China, His
headquarters . is in  Talpei,
Taiwan. - -,

The C.LA. evidently has at
feast two channels into A

—_—
-

ca. gives the ,C.LA..,Z:An mo“ﬂ?xge

erica—one through the hold-

M@rﬁ

ca arid:

' x;mmcd by many of the pilots

E,atmg‘ division of Alr America
n
b

Civil Alr Transport, incorporgt\'
ed under Chinese Nationalist
Jaw on Taiwan, & was founded
in 1946 by General Chenuault,
the United States air comman-
der in China during World War
Il "who ‘died in 1958, and is

ho flew with the Tlying
Tigers against Japan durixlg the

war.

"'Civil Alr Transport, known
as C.A.T., which originally func-
tioned as a regular airline as
well as carrying out clandestine
missions, is also generajly be-
lieved to have been operated
and partly financed by United
States intelligence agencies. Air
America took over CAT. in

950, . .
When the Chinese National-
iists wanted to establish a Chi-
ncse-run airline, C.AT, had to
get out of the passcnger busi-
ness. Most of its other opera-
tions have since been absorbed
by Air America but it still flies
some special missions.

There 18 also a separate Op-

The parent company of Air X.Ioreovcr, its financial transac-
i

mostly by the five members of '

)iz the Pacific from 1953 to

-y

“We're all one family,” ‘Mr,
Doole said. “You can't tell one
from the other, We tie them
together with contracts and,
don't even keep scparate books
except for tax purposes.”

- Alr America and ity affiliates
appear to be
operations in that they are paid
by A.LD, and commercial cli-
ents for their work. Because.
more than 50 per cent of it is
done under Government cond
tract, it,is impossible to say
whether ‘the line makes a prof-
it in the commercial sense.

self-sustainin gl

ons and earnings are unavail-
able because the Pacific Corpo-
ration, being closely held, does
not have to report them pub-
licly.

The boards of directors of
1the companies are closely tied
together. Most of the directors
gerve on several boards, which
are made up of reputable busi-,
nessmen chosen to give the en-!
tire complex respectability and
a cover that looks genuine.
. Samuel A, Walker, chairman
of the Pacific Corporation, is a
managing partner of Joseph
Walker & Sons, a New York
banking house. He is also a di-
rector of Air America.

. Pilots Are Greatest Asset

The chairman of Alr America
and Air Asia is Adm. Felix B.

Stump, who was commander in
chief of United . States forces

59. Mr. Doole holds the titles

of president of the Pacific Cor-
poration and chief executive of
Air America and Air Asla,
* Robert G. Goelet, William A.
Read and Arthur B. Richardson
are directors of all three com-
panics. Mr. Goelet has exten-
sive holdings in New York real
estate, Mr. Read is a retired
member of the investment
house of Dillon, Read & Co.,
and Mr. Richardson was for-
merly president of ¢ Chese-
brough-Pond's. '

Air America’s greatest assets
are its pilots, mostly Americans
but including some Chinese and
Thais. :

*We hire the same pilots that
Pan American and United hire,”,
Mr. Doole said, “éxcept that
ours aro .&. bit more, experi-
enced.” y

/ vontinued
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He shied from the te'm *bush .’
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- CIA’s troops in Lao
aptured base

. Daily World Foreign Department
forces and U.S. CIA

loot rec

-

When' *Royal Lao™
‘Laos base of Sam

U.S. newsmen described it yesterday as
to

employees” attempting
" troops.

Sam Thong. 75 miles ndrth ol :

the Lao capital of Vienliane. is
a major CIA base for the clan-
.destine army of General Vang

Pao. a 15.000-man force made up .

of Meo tribesmen and led by
U.S. and Thal advisors.”

U.S.. planes had bombed Sam
“Thong day and night and the

CIA had airlifted battalions of

-Thai mercenaries to retake the
base. [

- .

stop the looting were

Edgar M. “Pop” Buell, the
U.S. agent who allegedly runs
+ “refugee operations” al Sam
- Thong. was described yesterday
by U.S. newsmen as "'so mad he
. couldn't talk. There were almost
tears in his eyes.” The merce-
naries removed " cots. [urniture

-

and” mattresses from the U.S.

hospital and “walked off with
anything portable.’ according to
UP1 correspondent, Kaylor. *

mercenaries recaptured the northern
Thong earlier this week. they looted it to such an extent that
'3 shambles.” U.S. officials said that “‘local
forced away at gun-point by the

The mercenaries, who receive
$6 a month as Thai soldiers,
~were reportedly offered $250
apiece by the CIA to defend the
«free world" at Sam Thong. .

" Rene Andrie. editor-in-chief of
+L'Humanite,” the French Com-
munist Parly newspaper, wrote
yesterday that the pro-U.S. mili-,
tary coup in Cambodia on March
. 18 “forms one link in a chain of -
CIA activities.” -

In the West German weekly
magazine, *‘Stern,” the political -
analyst, Sebastian Haffner wrote
today: “The coup in Cambodia
was staged by the U.S. CIA. The_..
slogans and -methods by means
“of which the government of
Prince Norodom Sihanouk was
overthrown in Cambodia coincide
in every detail with the notor-
““jous CIA style.” '

in Cambodia.

e

the new military
. regime proclaimed today that
. “calm has now been restored.”
" 1t said that tourists and foreign .
visitors are again welcome.
There . was no immediate re-
sponsé from Saigon, whose troops
“'had made a heavy armored visit *
“in Cambodia last week. 3
. At least 119 Cambodians were
“known to have been slain by
! Cambodian army troops and po-
_lice during pro-Sihanouk demon- '
trations in the last two weeks.
" The new. regime of General Lon '
~Nol has issued a demand that’
“ all the country’s provinces pledge -
+'allegiance to the new government

- 'but fewer than balf have done 80 °.
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. Partly in consequence of CIA skulduggery, the war in Southeast /
. i\ Asia has expanded. It is no longer a Vietnamese conflict with Ameri-
~" can intervention, and side effects in adjoining areas. As in 1953,.Laos
and Cambodia again are directly involved, and China may be. In a
‘sense, both Indo-China and Mr. Nixon have come full circle in 17,
- years. In 1953, the French were becoming hopelessly trapped in a
0 L costly, unwinnable colonial war. The way out that was suggested, °
+. by no less than the French prime minister, Joseph Laniel, was settle-
. ‘- ment through international negotiation, with China as one of the °
" negotiators. Vice President Richard Nixon was sternly opposed, and
) on November 4, 1953 he brashly lectured the French (who were the -
~ ones fighting and dying in Indo-China): "It is impossible to lay down
. arms until victory is completely won.” The finger of duty and destiny
pointed to the expulsion of Communists from Southeast Asla. The
. French, however, were fast losing interest in any such enterprise,
. with or without American assistance. Vice President Nixon never-
f" theless kept repeatmg that the United States"could settle for nothing . -~
, lesg than “victory,” could not afford “another retreat” in Asia, In his
. view, the US-had "lost” China to the Communists four years earlier '
} and now was threatened with the “loss” of Indo-China as well. The
t" tide must be stemmed. If the French could not carty on alone, Ameris '
I

e -

can troops ought to get into the fight. Or so it seemed to Nixon in- ..
. 1953, at a time when we had just begun to extricate ourselves from .
L' , @ war in Korea that-had cost 33,629 American battle deaths. :

-~ In the upshat, there was an international: conference about Indo-
{* China, and China did participate in the Geneva agreement. But that ",
'1 the US did not, at that stage, become directly engaged militarily in -

* Southeast Asia Is not something Mr. Nixon can claim credit for, On ~
} the contrary, he did his utmost to push events the other way. He
>|. was overruled by President Eisenhower, advised by the Army Chief
!' of Staff, General Matthew B. Ridgway. Ridgway Investigated what
i _American intervention would mean, concluded it would entail far ' |
" greater American losses than had been Incurred in Korea and said - | .
{
} trust his hunch against going to war in Indo-China, a hunch. that .“. )
. became conviction when the French stronghold at Dienbienphu fell

mMayy.195+thkﬂugommtdFrmamddfua

¢
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* The pendulum of war SWings
by HUGH D.S. GREERWAY | W‘W@ﬁ@r'ﬁ E_@@S

A Time-Lile correspondent covering the war in

Southeast Asia since March 1067, Greenway ) )
has spent many months of his lime in Laos.
i VIENTIANE of the Geneva accords, And, U.S. officials ar-*

Sam Thong has fallen. The North Vietnamese gue privately, a clandestine operation doesn't i :

are in the town. The American bungalows risk prestige in case of setbacks, and is thus =~ STATINTL g

around the airstrip, until just a few days ago Jess likcly to commit the U.S. to Vietnam-scale - ' ‘f
/the headquarters for U.S. aid and refugee involvemcnt. Aside from the fact that most . v
- relief, are now only burned-out ruins. Long Am:ricars find the idea of a secret war ab-

Cheng, which holds the secret CIA base, the horrent, the lack of reliable information has : o

headquarters of General Vang Pao's clandes-" ;.4 gross exaggeration of the U.S. role in'

tine army and the center for the entire Amer- Laos. President Nixon's recent specch was' ™ : ) : .

ican-Laotian effort in northern Laos, may ... (0 take the wind out of some of the cxe |
soon be next,

. agperations, but unfortunately the Prcsidcnti
The Americans at Sam Thong hav.e .tfcen was less than totally candid. While he admit- .
 evacuated to the south. Thousands ofcmllans" ted the bombing of Laos, he did ot mention /

—Meo tribesmen, wcar|ng.clabor?(;wrougm. the ClIA operation or the full role of' the Amer-
ilver necklaces and carrying their handmade. ican advisers in the Laotian war. The Presi- _ |

flintlock muskets—are trudging south withall - .. oclimate of North Vietnamese troop

./ their belongings on their backs. The silver Ar- g(renpth in Laos was at least 17,000 higher than -
- plancs of Air America, the CIA contract air- the highest reliable estimate in Vientiane, in- -
“line, are flying in low over the jungle-coyered " cluding the estimates of the Americans them- |
hills and limestone outcroppings, so ironically gejves, His denial that there- have been any’
reminiscent of placid classical Chinese land- A merican combat deaths in Laos was quickly
scape paintings, to drop 100-pound bags of ' proven false as well, : .
rice to feed the fleeing Meos.  Laos is an improbable place for the U.S. "
The annual North Vietnamese dry-season __or anybody, for that matier—to become in- ‘ :
offensive is in its seventh week and already the * yoived. Except for a brief moment of glory in :
troops from the northeast have penf:trated the 14th Century, when Lan Xang (the King- i
deeper than in previous years, bloodying the  gom of the Million Elephants) held sway over
nose of the dispirited Royal Laotian army and what is now Laos as well as parts of Thailand
dealing the government’s morale and prestige s 4,4 Cambod ia, Laos has been a prisoner of ge«
a heavy blow. . ography, fought over and plundered repeat-
" For years the Laotian war ran on in lhf: edly by its more powerful ncighbors, The coun- -
~ wings of the larger Vietnam theater, with nel~ - ry 45 now constituted dates only from 1946
ther side pushing the other oo hard, Inthe last Sywhen (he French assembled three kingdoms -
two years the pendulum of war in Laos has ' ynder their control and calicd it the Kingdom |
been swinging harder and wider, and cach wets. of Laos. Today there are fewer than three mils
season dry-scason offensive has mounted a lite ‘Jion people in the entire country, two million
‘llc higher than before, There are two momh_sof “of them in government-controlled areas near -
dry season left. The fear now in both Washing-" _the Mckong. _ .
ton and Vientiane is that, this time, the North Perhaps losing so often and being subjugat-
Vietnamese might be tempted to push on into | ed by so many masters does something to a
the Mckong River valley—which would upset * race, for the Lao answer has been (o drop out,
the balance of power in Indochina. ll"kh.cy dfd., : Thf:y are among the most charming people in
it might put the Nixon Doctrine of limited in- Asm-_‘—and the most otherworldly and least
volvement in Asia Lo ils severest test. . martial as well, Consequently, Lao troops have
There are several reasons why the U.S, pres- - sometimes fired over the heads of the chemy’

ence in ;qppw\}éa\ et R&’féa‘é§° ggomgmﬁw MQeRmﬂammwﬁmowmmoom -3

North Vielnamese presence, it is a viola merican advisers. Most‘of the cflective wntinued
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| PARTIAL TEXT OF FULBRIGHT SPEECH

WASHLLGION STAR

ORERANS?

3 APR 1970

. This is a partiel text of
“Sen. Fulbright's speech in the
Scnate yesterday on the Nizon

administration’s policies in
- Southcast Asia:

1. Several years ago Imadea
} speech on the subject of “old
¢+ myths and new realitics.”” 1

. recently - re-read it and was .bile

: surprised at how tame it
. seemed in retrospect. Some of
» the “new realities” of 1964 still
seem  pertinent, but others,
“.have- ripened into cliches,
~while a few, which once had

have passed into the
Jrealm of old mythology. . . -
Q Today, for a start, I should
llike to discuss some of the,
“misconceptions which seem to, .
. obtain in our policy in South--
.east Asia. .

2 'The old myth of internation-
- al politics — that it was the
: private preserve of sovereigns
'and their ministers and none
{of the people’s business — has
" given way to a new myth: that
' politics_is life and everything

!political is highly consequen- -

j tial — not just for those who
'make their living by politics
iput for everybody, every-

where, Every issue is now a
Iseritical” issue; every threat
;a “grave” one; and I doubt if
"there is a square inch left on
‘the face of the earth that’
* someone does not regard as '
) gtrategic. . . "

|- The master myth of Viet-.
! nam is the greatly inflated im-
" portance which has been at-
tached to it. From the stand-
int of American security
1'and interests, the central fact
- about Indochina is that it does
., not matter very much who
' rules in those small and back-
i'ward lands. ... What it all
comes down to is that, if all
; other things were equal — as.
: indeed they are not — it might
. be a convenience to the United
States to have the countries of
" Indochina ruled non-
Communist leaders. For this
hypothetical advantage we
have already spent over 40,000
lives and $100 billion. '
How have we come to inflate
so colossally the importance of-
Indochina to our own security?
The answer lies in that hoari~
est, hardiest, most indestructi-

-

.. the water becomes uninhabita-

ble myth of them all: the myth '\ Southeast Asia, much less pos--
of the international Commu- ﬁ ing any kind of threat to the
nist conspiracy. . . . - o0 United States . . . S
Just like the walking catfish, "I It should not be necessary to
add—although I suppose it

which gets out of a pond when
Vis—that 1 do not advocate a

ble and heads overland for " Communist-dominated Indo-
morc'hospxtablc waters, the  china, I merely propose (o ac-’
conspiracy myth is both mo- { cept it, if it arises from the

and indestructible. Dis-  jgcal power situation, as some-’
reredited in one locale, it soon p !

'3 [ thing unwelcome but tolerable, -
‘turns up in another, sustained ' apd” most emphatically not
here and there by a kernel of | yorth the’ extravagant costs of
truth, not enough to validate | 5 war like the one we are now
the myth but more than ; fishting....

- enough to secure its grip on . o :
the minds of leaders whose | Victnamization represents a

_education in communism be- ¢

an — and ended — with Sta—.‘ Johnson policy but not a,,

Jdin. ..

| change in the objective, which |

' ig to preserve some kind of |

‘Myth of International Communist:

| Conspiracy

s Stymicd though not defeated -
.-in Vietnam, the North Viet-*
.inamese have found in the pow-’
. .er vacuum of Laos an opportu-
‘/nity to turn our flank. Inthe °
stragegic vocabulary of a déc-
'ade ago, they may have come

‘up with a variation on the '
“domino” theory: something
that might be called the’
“skip-a-domino’ theory. With -+

-

i

change in tactics from the. the Vietnamese domino mos

* mentarily glued down, the .

Communists may simply have |
decided to go on to the next '

“ futile warfare, is that we could .

We are fighting a double ! aAmerican military” foothold,

‘shadow in Indochina — the . gf oot P4 ;
_shadow of the international * zl?l(izgnggﬁgr?o?li.nf{ug;gg »1n

) C}(l)rrémunis% c&nspixl'gcy l:;md1 the -, -
shadow of the old, obsolete, . M X
_mindless game of fjower poli:~ _namization is better than esca-

H ;  lation, but T welcome it only in
i, Armee with wenpone Ut | (g that Twouldraler
“sion of horror, and adorncd | be riding mz‘\tcay‘head'mg for
'with the sham morality of ide- 1 a precipice at thirty miles an

1 ‘welcome the change: Viet-

for power and influence has  hour. \ly ha
- taken on a deadly, new intensi- * chomﬁet, {1 W°“lg{’kt 3? mn, thlat
.ty at exactly the time when it car at all.. .. Like the escaia-

“has lost much of the meaning | tion which preceded it, Viet-
! namization is still an unspund

"it once had. . . ol ‘med
The second myth, well- , POUCY! aimed at an unneces-
! established after five years of & toxy and probably unattaina-
" ble objective.. .. :
do anything about it if it did .
. matter anything worth |
; doing, that is. . .

~ Puny asitis by'gi*_eat power '{ the fancy sophistries that have..
' standards, North Vietnam is |peen concocted about it, Viet-
-not strengthen-

. the paramount power in Indo- { namization is
'ing our hand; like any redud- -

to prevent an American defeat

! china. In unadorned strategic
. terms, it is “their” part of the

i
: : "\ hour than at eighty miles an ,
ological conflict, the struggle . It I veally had my’

The President still has time:

" world in exactly the same way -
. — except on a much more ;
" modest scale — that Eastern
. Europe is Russia's part of the

_world and Latin America is -
CQUIS, it s IO
[ We ought in a way to wel-
i come North Vietnam's preem-
! jnence in Indochina, because,

. while
: shown ltself strong enough to
" dominate Indochina if left
- alone by outside powers, it has
also shown. itself willing and
able to resist Chinese domina-
tion. At the same time North
- Vietnam is far too small a
+ power- to have any serious

.North Vietnam has |

tion in military forces, it is |
.weakening our hand, and our
‘enemies are not such mental
defectives that they can be
kidded into believing ‘other-.
wise. ... N

By mid-1971, when Amerigan
forces are scheduled  to be

may well be too late.

The myth of Vietnamizatioﬁ
is thrown into sharP relief by
the deterioration o

bodia, ‘These events peint up

strategy in a conflict which is,
not confined to Vietnam but in,

" hope of conquering au. qf,

v

| fact” encompasses, all, of Indo- i
H "7‘" .;_,.‘ FVARRE

IR STTE P L
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the anti- :

Communist military position *“initiative lies with the Commu-;
in Laos and the coup in Cam- | . . S

one, where Souvanna Phou-

i .ma's army of Meo tribesmen
| "is hardly a match for the
1i"North Vietnamese, cven with
_g“the support of an indetermi-
; hate number of CIA soldiers,
\ an unrevealed number of im~
“.ported Thais, and an_appar-
‘ently great number of B52's to;
pound the Communist supply.

lines. . . ‘
T doubt that it is the inten-

. tion of the North Vietnamese
| to sweep through Laos and’
‘i then have a go at the next.
‘ “domino,” which would be:
1 Thailand. I think it more likely:
-«that they are pressing their
.;advantage in Laos to compen-,
* sate for the stalémate in Viet-,

' but not a lot of time. For~’gll__ji;nam and to demonstrate the

J+futility of Vietnamization. ...
{- Events in Laos are showing up’

"/ Vietnamization for a kind of

fipolitical Maginot Line—,
. difficult to assault head on,
but why bother when you can,
. walk around it? . '
. « .. The startling aspect of;
,‘tl)o situation in Laos is our,
-'virtual helplessness. Caught in
«a dilemma between its instinct,
“for fighting communism wher-
, ever it appears and the re-

down to about 225,000 men, it ‘ straints imposed by public and.

. co_ngressional opinion, the ad-.
" ministration is reduced to hop’
* ing for the best in Laos. .. .,

In Cambodia as in Laos the:
nists. s .

I . N
the futility of our Vietnamese {;._‘{_t_*?_'_gqt my purpose to taunt;

i

]
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e

The recent revolution in Cambodia and,  What is really happening in this part of} . et
i\the fighting in Loos are of great import- : the world is a change of scene, The war inf .~ :
v ance to the war in Vietnam. Cambodia’s *South Vietnam 'is declining in violence ond| .. -
“new government might possibly close down ' the climax in Laos and Cambodia is ap-
. the port of Sihanoukville to the commu-; praaching. The showdown had o come,
. hists, through which about one-third of the. for South Vietnam’s security is affected by
supplies 1o enemy in Vietnam-are thought ; events in both countries, (All three formerly
to pass. (It is C_uinbodiu's?only deep water :comprised French Indochina,)

e

it o g =

-, bharbor) SR PR o . Nixon Administration, : though hogtied
Washington is waiting hopefully for that.* % far as the use of U.S. Iroops is concern s

~ L, ; ~yed, perhaps rightly so, by Congress and] -
Vclosure and this is probably why the U.S.’ ) S

: : N A wry PUblic opinion, is doing its best to wage an .
Navy was refused permission to board R . RN
{ - X C Ty T effective war against the communists in) .
i the ammunition ship Columbia Eagle, with ; I

’ . . T . \ v A
“its load of U.S. bombs, recently, after the Laos (ond 1o some extent in; Cambodialf

N ! A A ,
; Navy had already issued the orders and ’w!th only the A:ur Force cu.\d th CLA. Uny \/
\ SO . _ "dercover work in Cambodia seems.to havel
7 the cruiser Oklahoma_ City ‘'was about to . ] ] AN
" enter Sihanovkville hoibor 5o - poid off recently and Thai troops are fight- o
3 : ’ ’ , "ing in Laos, with'U.S. logistical and intellis] -
. The fighting in Laos is of grave import- gence support,- ' AT {oe
- ance because If the communists take the’ " Most experts agree the situation in South SR
. entire  country Thailand  will be directly’ Vietnam is vastly improved. If Cambodia is T Lo
threatened. ‘The United States is committed made secure and' ot leost the western half] " e

L Xl

Sl G

to Thailand’s: defense:. that is why U.S." of Laos (bordering Thailand) is safeguard- B

planes have been ferrying Thai troops to - ed or secured, -without the vse of ‘U.S, .

Laos and the C.LA. has been doing ali-it troops, much will have been’ accomphshed v .
\can. working with-Laotian,sribesmen. i by.the Nixon"Administration, o, )\, i . o
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CIA ‘Air Force' _ : g “
NEW YORK — The U.S. Central Intelligence Agency has both its .
own private army in Laos and an “Air Force.”” Newsweek reports that

“\Air America, one of the largest U.S. companies, is an arm of the CIA.

\ It is nominally owned by a private concern, Pacific Corporation, which
is only a front for the CIA operation. The force now has about 150 -
transport planes and employs about 600 pilots, . many veterans of the
Vietnamese war. A S o

The planes are .used to carry prioners of war, move troops, rein-
. forcements, ammunition and suppiles. . - ... R
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Letters to the Editor

O : . ‘t  With the exception of Vietnam, there are more
- The WOr in LGOS " - American civilians assigned to the mission in Laos than /

SIR: It was with great interest that I read your 'anywhere else in the world. Most are engaged in provid-
editorial, “The Laotian War.” For over a year Assoti- :ing development assistance, not CIA-agent actlvities as \,
ated Press reporter Tammy Arbuckle has presented ine . alleged by the Senator, The possibility of loss of life is :
depth articles concerning Laos. He has done an out-  always prescnt while working in an arca of active

standing and accurate job. . insurgency. People are killed every day right here in the
If any of the Senators and commentators now cry- District of Columbia, o SRR
ing out has bothered to read The Star, they would real- The Pathet Lao and Hanof will make excellent use of

jize that the press and the American public have not ‘'the Senalor's comments in their travels through the vil- -
been misinformed or kept in the dark about the “‘un- ‘lages and in their press releases and radio broadcasts,
declared war” in Laos. Thank you for presenting an ob- . -+« Reader..
jective picture of the developments in this Southeast.” . - LA I - ‘
Asian country. . . ++ . SIR: Our treatment of Laos has been a mixture of
. : J. V. Martin. .. -chicanery and poltroonery ever since President Kennedy
ok koW .. .decided our position in that country was ‘““untenable”
SIR: Any intelligent, thoughtful person who will take  (April 1961). We had advised and persuaded Laos in-
the time to read the full text of President Nixon's, 1954-55 to come under the umbrella of SEATO. The Lao-
statement on Laos must wonder why certain so-called  tian representidtives then said: “We are a small weak
-“liberal” Senators, who are screaming about the alleged. people and all the Communists have to do to get in our
-involvement of the United States in Laos, do not scream. country is walk acress an imaginary line, You are the
about the 67,000 North Vietnamese troops who have * most powerful nation in the world, but you are 10,000
invaded and are occupying that unfortunate country in - ‘miles away.” We assured them that they would be pro-.
flagrant violation of the Geneva.agreements to which’: ‘tected but that they would have to eschew Communism
North Vietnam is a party. ’ .; and throw the Pathet Lao out of their government, ~

Are these Senators straining to do everything possi-|.i ©  Kennedy, after deciding that our position in Laog
ble to embarrass and discredit the United States and to . 'was untenable, agreed to the urging of the UN, and
give aid and comfort to the enemy? If so, why? = i ‘particularly the Communist powers therein, that there :
{ : Walter Wyatt. | .should be a “troika’ government in that country. *“Troi: =

* o ok _ . ka,” as many know, is a Russian word meaning a 3-
SIR: Hopefully your policies, editorial and news,: horse team. In the case of Laos it was meant to stand .

concerning the recent excitement over our defensive: :for the re-entry in the government of the Communists .

activity in Laos will recognize your readers’ basic:’along with the other two parties already represented. In

N intelligence and desire for quality journalism. In this . other words, he agreed that the Lactians should take

), regard it would be-comforting and helpful to read why ', back the very Communist Pathet Lao we had required

: the Communists are actually invading, how many. that they put out. When the representaives of Laos in a

treaties they have disregarded in this case and why, the, . meeting with ours at Bangkok were faced with this de-

degree of Russian aid and direction and what encourage- mand, they asked how we squared our demand with our

_ment Hanoi might receive and expect from inaccurate ' position in 1965. The answer was to the effect that they

-reporting and misleading conclusions? . 'were dealing with the Eisenhower administration. in
i Barbara Estridge. * © 1965 and that it was the Kennedy administration, .
! Editor’s Note: Mr. Wyall (letter above) answers We put the Laotians on the spot and we are obligat-

Miss Esiridge's question concerning broken ireaties.' ed to protect them from Communists, specifically North
- We can only assume that the Communists are invading .; Vietnam. Our honor is at stake—as it is in South Viet.
to impose @ Communist government on Laos by jorce.. nam. There is only one possible just way out of the
L ‘ ", problem and that is to win the war in Vietnam and
T2 Twe enm=2zs od Laos attributed to Senator. ‘I)..aos. It could have been won lorigiago, and it will bave
Siepnen Youmg ¢f Czuo, if true, are deplorable and ' to be won now or in the future if our word and our’ fus
certainly indicative of a few elected officials who make . ture means anything at all. We cannot sidestep the real
_use of their office to create ill will between the United - issue forever. And, it can be won very quickly by ln;
"States and one of its allies. Referring to Laos as *. . .| vading North Vietnam and destroying Haiphong. = - "
“the most undeveloped nation in the world and not worth | ‘ .~ ' Clarkson J, Beall. -
the life of one American” only does a great disservice : Fulton, Md. . o T
to the United States and the people and government of |- L L
Laos. A SIR: 1 would like to ask one question. How can
To my knowledge Senator Young has never visited anyone accuse the Nixon administration of having se-
" Laos; therefore I question his qualification to speak on cretly, or otherwise, involved the United States on such
the subject from the floor of the Senate in an obvious; a large scale in Laos in a mere 14 months? We all know .
_attempt to influence national policy. While Senator: that we have been committed in ﬁnt country for many
Young professes his personal interest in “writing-ofl' . years, not only to aid the peoplg of Laos but to suppqrt“
Laos, nine nations, including the United States, are - our troops in Vietnany. .i.* ;M. & - . 0 -0 14
actively engaged in providing support of development:” »' .. .o Wwidifis wainhaliv B Baghdasarian, ./
‘projects in Laos that will favorably affect most of that'| . . ' :
area of Southeast Asia, - TR\ P
Australia, Canada, Denmark, France, Japan, the} S S
Netherlands, New Zealand, Thailand and.the United!
States have invested $30 million in construction of the
“Nam Ngum Dam just north of Vientiane. An additional’
$1 billion is being considered fot construction of the Pa.
‘Mong Dam. Both are part of the Mekong River develops™ R .
ment program, Surely this is acceptable evidence of . RS ’ SO
world interest in assisting Laos to develop a natural re- . S
source beneficlal to a Jarge population ot..gwthe..‘. ast Aslay,
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A U.S. Navy jet shot down a MIG-21 1nterceptor on Saturday over the Democratic
Republic of Vietnam, the U.S. command in Saigon revealed yesterday. It was the first
DRV plane downed since the ‘“‘bomb-halt” announced by ex-President Lyndon Jphnson
on Nov. 1, 1968, and represents one of the most serious attempts at escalating the

Vietnam war since that date.

A Radio Hanoi broadcast on
Tuesday stated that DRV anti-
aircraft gunners shot down a U.S.

RF-4-C photo-reconnaissance over’

DRV air space on Monday. The

. RF-4-C is the spy version. of the

“Phantom" jet fighter-bomber.
The U.S. spokesman said the

U.S. Navy “Phantom’" jet was es-

corting reconnaissance planes

when it shot down the MIG-21, -

The action was said to have oc-
curred over Thanh Hoa, 136 miles
north of the Demilitarized Zone,

It was admitted there were no
reports that the MIG-21 had fired
on the U.S. planes, and reporters

quickly asked how the U.S. knew’

the MIG-21 was *‘attacking."”
Students in Saigon on a protest
strike against the March 27 jail-
ing of 40 fellow-students grew to
33,000 yesterday. The lead in the
strike was taken by the 6,000 stu-

" dents of Saigon's Medical Insti-
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tute, who were then followed by’

university students in Hue, Dalat
and Can Tho. The strike leaders

sent a letter to Saigon President-

Npuyen Van Thieu declaring,
“QOur struggle is not an isolated
one. We are supported by many
other strata in the population.”
They warned Thicu that they
would call for a general strike.

In Laos, General Vang Pao,
head of the U.S. CIA’s clandes
tine army of Meo tribosmen,

clalmed yesterday in, a radio-
broadecast his troops had retaken _

Sam Thong, 80 miles north of the
capital of Vientiane.

Sam Thong, an important CIA'

air base and supply depot in
northern Laos. had been taken -
March 18 by the Lao Patriotic
Front.

U.8. sources in Vientiane said
the U.S. had made round-the-clock
air strikes on Sam Thong ever

‘since it was captured by the LPF.

They believed LPF troops were -
only pulling back to higher ground.

The Lao parliament in Vienti-
ane urged Prince Souvanna Phou-
ma, the premier, to open negotia-
tions with the LPF on the basis
of the LPF five-point peace plan.
It added, however, that the peace
negotiations must begin “without
conditions.””. The LPF had de-
manded as a preliminary condi-
tion that the U.8. halt its bomb-
Ing. :

UN development

At the United Nations in New

York. Secretary-General U Thant,

- after a meeting with Cambodian

charge d'affaires, Or Kosalak.
promised to '‘take a look into the
matter” of Cambodia. The new-
military regime in Cambodia has
charged that DRV and - Viet-
cong” troops ‘are violating its
soil. :
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| provinee of Thailand, |
‘/ An American office of Stra-

By Jolm I', Wallach
Washianton Burcau
WASHINGTON — Ameri-
can involvement in Laos be-
i gan - inconspicuously in the-
'spring of 1946 in a remote

]

tegic Services veteran
i named James Thompson

{ called on the Governor of

Thailand's Nong Khai prov-
tince. “Come upstairs,” the |
; governor said, “I have a Lao |
‘prince you might like to ]
_meet.” o
The governor’s guest was
Prince Souphanouvong, then
a leader of the newly-formed
‘Laolian independence move-
yment and now hcad of the
 Comniunist Pathet Lao. Sou-
- phanouvong asked Thompson |
tfor pledges of U.S. support
against the French colonial-
ists who were re-establishing

their control over Laos after

the Japanese surrender. .
The same spring, -another .

“ymoved in from ncighboring

Yunnan province.

With the delerioration of
the Irench position, the
Western powers convened in -
April, 1954, an international

Jconference in Geneva, also
lattended by North Vietnam -

and Communist China, to ne-
goliate an armistice in Indo-

china. . -
The Geneva accords parti-
tioned Vietnam, barred Laos
and Cambadia. from military,
alliances, prohibiled foreign’
[bases on their soil, called for|
the removal of all Viet Minh:
and French troops from Laos
and ealled for the withdrawal
of the Pathet Lao to the two
Northern Laotian provinces.
The Geneva accords pro-
vided for the Laotian govern-
ment to administer these
provinces in  collaboration
with the Pathet Lao. Loss
than a year after the accords.
were signed, fighling broke

meeling took place in Paris.| out between Communists and

— helween Io Chi Minh, who
thad* just hegun his anti-
French resistance movement
(Viet Minh) in neighboring
Vietham, and America offi-
cials. - '

President Harry ‘I'ruman
relused lo commit moncy or!
arms o the fight against the!
French, and six meonths lat-;
.er, in the winter of 1946, the
bitter Indochina war began.
It ended eight years later,;
after the siege of Dien Bien:
Phu, the French stronghold;
in North Vietnam, by Io Chi|
‘Minh'’s {orces who hadi
turned lo Russia and Com-
munist China for help,

Pactition

By that time,. Viet Minh
troops had invaded Laos, and
Joined Souphanouvong'’s ‘Pa-

jBovernment troops in the
Communist-held provinces.
Some Laotian leaders,
among them Souvanna Phou-
ma, the half-brother of Sou-
‘phanouvong, had urged the |
Geneva parties to set up a-
coalition instead of dividing .
the country in two. ;

* Dulles Stand

By this time, however,
President Risenhower's Scce

Phouma, later to take over

| thet Lao, and a Chinese force
(Y S e e

[}

+ look over the goverament,

candidates coul

interference g
month after

this government,
eclipsed, .
From that point, the .8,
Presence in Luaos grew, .
In 1955, North Vietnam be-
gan to infiltrate large nume |
bers of troops to their Pathet
Lao allies, and the U.S. be-
gan training the royal Lao-
tla.n army. A year later,
Prince Souvannag houma

 was

In a multter of months, he
was able to get his brother to
agree to a ceasefire, the re.’
integration of the Communist.
brovinces, . and 10 a coalition
government. The U.S. contin- .

ued to support Souvanna |
Phouma, . ’

¢t Got ih .
--Diplomatic Snafus

at W

ay

Mcanwhile, Gen. Phoumi
established rival headquar-
lers, where he reportedly.
again turned to the CIA fo
support. Finally, in Decetfi-
ber, 1960, Phoumi led his
forces againgt Vientiane,
and drove Souvanna Phouma
up to the Plain of Jars to joir
his communist half-brother.

WrongWar

While the U.S. was press-.
ing to reconvene the Geneva
conference, Hanoi infiltrated ‘
troops into the north. A gen-
eral concurrence that Lacs
was the wrong war in the
wrong place at the wrong
time led to the 1962 Geneva
Conference, at which 14 na-

The Central Inielligence ‘ﬁns agreed to guarantee

Agency is thought to have\‘
surfaced for the first time in.
Pecember, 1959, by persuad-,
ing Gen. Phoumi Nosavan, a
right-wing hationalist, to
stqge da coutp against then .’
prime minister Phoumi Sap.:}
anlkone. : l

But the UN, in the name of
restoring the Geneva ac-."':i
cords, stepped-in, and plans |
were made for general elec- ’

Laotian neutrality. ,.. , »

.
.

STATINTL

lions in which, Pathet Lao y .

seats in the Natiohal Assem.,
bly were won by
of Gen. Phoumi,

run. All 59_;_-',:4

supporterslfi—‘.g f

Once again, charges,,,of.,c.(ﬁ
A

The new gove,. ‘1'

pdratrooper %

LR I

- s
- o

BT

urfaced. A"
the elections, |
Prince Souphanouvong es-,,.,']
retary of State, John Foster gapedd from prison, and re.;
Dulles, had decided to, back | tUrned north, Th :
an anti-communist govern.| erninent lasted eight months, 5]
ment in Vientiane, the Lao- R Unknown

tian capital, captain named Kong Le led a
an capital, and Souvanna coup d’etat and returned Sou; |

“Yanna Phouma to power. ..
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For the inside story of

e i

i,

American involvement in Laos
| “yvead MISTER POP.

;
1. Edgar Buell, whom the Meo trihesmen call “Mlster a#
| Pop,” has been in Laos for the past nine years, and "~}
.ag

.1 - he'sstill there. The first-hand story e Listotell -
1 ahout the C.LA's role in Laos | is an eye opener. Don ik

bookstores
$7.95

WOLZLE
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OUR INVOLVEMENT IN LAO
By Robert Shaplen

7 ’g YHE dcbate over Laos, almost as intensc if not as bitter as '
o the Victnam debate, has donc more than clarify the nature
of the Amecrican involvement in that patchwork kingdom '
which has played a secondary but significant role in the Vietnam -
‘- war while also cngaging in its own struggle to survive as a.
_unitary nation, The Senate’s dual actions in prohibiting the use -
“ of ground combat troops in both Laos and Thailand, and in
curbing the right of the President to make a “national commit-
| ment” to any country without prior Congressional approval,
. - have temporarily satisficd the common determination to avoid :
“another Vietnam.” But the fundamental problem of how |
. American policy should be made and conducted in Southeast S
Asia has only begun to be reéxamined.
The broad outlines of our future policy in Asia were given by
i."" President Nixon during his Asian trip last year, most fully at his
preliminary stopover in Guam, but much remains hazy about
the nature of our current commitments and responsibilities there.
The President and other administration officials in spceches
. and press conferences since then have reémphasized that, in line
with reducing “our involvement and our presence” around the-
world, as Mr. Nixon put it in his State of the Union Message,
the nations of Southeast Asia will henceforth nave to bear the .
* main burden of defending themselves against all but the most
" flagrant—including nuclear—forms of aggression. Still unclear :
and requiring further rcappraisal are such substantive matters
- as the prerogatives of the Executive and the Departments of .
. State and Defense to make agreements or pledges short of treaties
" with foreign countries without “the advice and consent” of the
Senate, : C
What must be gone into thoroughly, moreover, are such com- -
plicated and specific questions as the advisability and legitimacy
of using certain methods, especially clandestine ones, to achieve
. limited purposes. This includes the question of what sort of
- assistance the Central Intelligence Agency or any other intelli-’
gence branch of the governmeat can or should give to nations
" engaged in counterinsurgency campaigns-or wars within or even . -
beyond their borders. Also involved is the peaceful role that the

Y L, L S
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By STEPHEN AMBROSE

- T AOS is a country of less
{ & {han three million people,
most of whom either smuggle
. gold or grow and process op-
"~ jum for a living. It is one of the
_most isolated regions of the
1" world. To get from one place to
. another in Laos is almost im-
©* possible. By itself, Laos has
¢ absolutely no impertance to
anyone except the Laotians.

“Yet Laos now stands next to’

* the Middle East and Vietnam
. as the most dangerous tinder-

box in the world. So important
. has it become that the United
*'States has actually decreased

“ its air offensive in Vietnam.in
V/order to carry on combat oper-

Approved For
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|
!

.American involvement in Laos. |

{ ations in Laos. The CIA runs a
i privale army in Laos (typical-

A'ly, a rather ineffective one), .

L American soldiers have been
i. killed on the ground, and the
* Pentagori is undoubtedly pre-
¥ paring contingency plans for
" the introduction of major com-
bat units. s

Why all this activity?

. Supposedly because “of the
*strategic importance of Laos.
¢The Ho Chi Minh Trail pro-
vides infiltration routes for the
introduction of NVA troops into
South Vietnam, which justifies

o -

Or does it?¢ | .
. Secretary of Defense Laird
+ said in a press conference on
i"March 19 that even if the Com-
» munists took over the govern-
t ment of Laos and then demand-
¥ ed that we halt the bombing,
. the Pentagon intended to con-
| tinue the air offensive. Since
[ the Ho Chi Minh Trail is littie
| more than a jungle path, and
L gince it is impossible to move
}- Jarge forces into the area,
t. much less support them once
[there, it is perfectly obvious
j that we have no intention of
i, slopping the infiltration by oc-

T,cupying southeastern Laos. We
will simply continue to chase

¢
|

', the will-o’-the-wisp of attempt- .

i.ing to stop the infiltration by
"-dropping big bombs from B-52s

" In other words, who rules in

f' | .Why Defend'Laos?_

_.missions around the Plaine des

/

1
|

1

1 s o e ST shmac § PO

——

at all. The war in South Viet-;
* nam will not be affected by‘i
anything that happens in Laos;
the bombings will go on even if
the Communists occupy all.
Laos and take over the govern-
ment. . .
Why, then, do we ¥ ste mili-
tary effort by suppe.iing the
Laotians with the GIA and air

Jarres, which Is hundreds of
. miles away from the Trail?
Why is Nixon faced with the
agonizing decision on introduc-}
ing ground combat elements?}
Primarily, one fears, not be-:
cause of any inherently impor_-i

tant strategic reasons, -butl -

rather as. a result of a long-|
term, insidious process .of rh

torical escalation. “We goé
" ahead treating this e pis-}

sant country as if it brere Rus-i.

.gia and China put together,”
Scnator Fulbright once com-i
plained with respect to North}
Vietnam, Dean Rusk compared!
that tiny country to Nazi Ger-!
.many ad nauseam, and thej
former Secretary of State, used :
to talk of the importance of !
maintaining the sovereignty;
and frectiom of Laos as if he:
‘were defending Canada or Mexs
ico from foreign invasion. "

All this nonsense about sov-|
ereignty and freedom loving
peoples has gotien us inlo deep
.“troubles in the past. It threat-
‘ens to do so in the future. The

important facts about Laos arei

that it does not matter to any

.outsider who rules there, and-

that it borders on China. In
.1950 we learned, or at least ohe,
*hopes that we learned, that the,
Chinese react with a certain
hostility when American G.1.'8
approach their border. Surely .
no one, not even in the Penta=
gon, wants a ground war with:
the Chinese  over anything,
. much less Laos. Before we,
blunder on in defense of Lao-}
fian soverelgnly and gel ow-,
* 'selves into a war with Chind, it
is imperative that the adminis:

i
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* \ientiane ‘makes no difference

" defend, at what risk, and for:
. what Wpo_s&'..&..hu\.iwwau»j




tlons on September 25, 1861, I1e warned
that Soull Vietnam was under attack
by forces infiltrated through Lanos.
Furthermore, on November 6, 1961, wa
publicly confirmed reports from Laos
that Soviet transport plancs were de-
livering military supplics to the south-
ern Lao air base of Tchepone which
had been in Pathet Lao hands for
months, after being captured by the
Communist cadre. :

wWhat happened during this period of
a shaky cease-fire in Laos and continued
uscless bickering at the Geneva Confer-
ence? Hanoi had diverted everyone's
attention to north-ceniral Laos long
cnough to reactivate fully the Fo Chi
Minh Trail, build up its forces in eastern
Laos. Canibodia, and South Victnam suf-
ficlently to open an all-out offensive to
try to subjurate South Vietnam,

So, Mr. President, I repeat, it s all
part of the same war, It is part of the

same Communist plan, drawn in Moscow *

and in Red China, and activated through
thelr puppets in Hanol,

Of course, Hanol no longer needed to
press its military operations in Liros be-
cause the Communists expected to take
over South Vietnam and cause Cam-
bodia and Laos to fall into their hands
without any major additional cflort.

This did not happen—primarily be-
cause the United States came to the aid

of the government of South Vietnam, -

As a result, the Communists still must
maintain  their principal infiltration
route through Laos. )
Ambassador Durbrow takes the view—
and I share that view—that we must con-
tinue operations to block the flow of sup-
plies along the Ho Chi Minh Trail and

- help the Souvanna Phouma Government

to preserve its own integrity.

I do not-propose—and neither had our
President—sending extensive ground
troops to fight In Laos. But we must pro-
tect our own troops fighting in South
Vietnam—and this means we must block

the Ho Chi Minh Trall in Laos, We are
- doing so now with the use of our air

power.
We are dealing here with a nation that
agreed to the 1962 Geneva Accords—and

then promptly began to violate them, We

withdrew our 666 Americans while the
North Vietnamese pulled out 40 men—

. and left over 6,000 troops in the country.

That is the way they kept their word on
the accords. ‘

Mr. President, this has been called our
secret war, As a member of tha Commit-
tee on Armed Services who has listened
to testimony about this subject, I have
lon'z been aware of developments in Laos,
Any other interested Senator, or for that
matter ordinary citizen, could do the
same by simply reading his daily news-
papers. .

Certalnly, the distinguished chairman
of the Committee on Foreign Relatlons

has been a participant in discussions of -

this subject on & continulng basls. So
have others of our collcagues who now
appear so alarmed at discovering what-
they refer to as this new situation,

President Nixon said in his March 6

' policy statement on Laos that our Na-

tion has no ground combat forces in Laos,
He did confirm, however, what has been
’ "

v
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reported extensively in the press—that

this Nation has used air power to inter~-
Norlh Vietnamese -

dict the flow of
troops—let me eniphasize that statement
“to interdiet the flow of North Viet-
namese troops”—along the 1o Chi Minh
Trall as it passes from China through
Laos.

The purpose of this operation Is not to

“simply protcct the Royal Laotian Gov-

ernment; 1t is primarily aimed at assist-
ing troops from the United States who
are fighting in South Vietnam, battling
against the North Vietnamese who have
invadcd a sovereign nation for the pur-
posc of conquest. .

Our President told us in his March 6
statcment: :

Our goal in Laos has been and continues to
bo to rediuce American Involvomont nnd not
{0 increaso it, to bring peace in nccordanco
with tho 1902 accords nnd hot to prolong
tho wor.

President Nixon also noted the limlted
nature of our current aid to Laos, which
was requested by the recognized govern-
ment of that country and Is—in the
President’s words—‘supportive and de-
fenslve.”

President Nixon is simply continulng

‘the purposcs and operations of two pre-

vious administrations—to protect Ameri-
can lives in Vietnam and to preserve an
important balance in Laos.

Mr. President, this is no secret war.
We have ho massive commitment, nor do
we plan one. Those who criticize our
President know this very well. I have re-~
viewed here our efforts in Laos and the

. reasons for them. Thesc {ncts are readily

avallable, I had no difficulty finding
them. Neither would anyone clse.

Mr. President, I urge an end to at+
tempts to confuse the people of the
United States about our commitment in
Vietnam—and the effort in Lsos, which
is & necessary adjunct.

We did not start this war; we are not
the invaders—and no efforts by some un-
informed, undisciplined, and misled
“Peace Now” malcontents will change
that fact. The facts of history are clear,
to be understood by all who will take the
trouble to read. The war was started, i8
financed, and is being continued by the
Communists from the North.

President Nixon does not want to see
this war continued, nor does this Sena-
tor, nor do I know any Member of this
body who feels that way. I have had the
privilege of knowing our President per-
sonally for many years. He is a peaceful
man, not a man of war.

The time has come to dispel the con-
trived confusion in our Nation; We must
let the world know who it 18 that stands
in the way of peace in Vietham, peace in
Laos, and peace in Cambodia. It is not
America, It 1s not the Nixon administra-
tion, It is not the American military
forces in Vietnam, ..

The chief barrier to peace in South-
east Asia is the Communists In the
North, who persist In an effort to enslave
the people of that part of the world—by

direct attack, by subversion, and by-

atrocity. .

Those responsible for these problems
in Asin are the same group who have

been responsivle for st least 90 percent

STATINTL
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of the problems
over the last 40 ycars. They are the im-
perialists in Moscow who would extend
thelr influence and would attempt to
galn control over the governments of
all the peace-loving nations presently in
Southeast Asla, They would attempt to
organize the attack on the Middle East
.Asfan nation of Israel, Their respons
sibility for the problem is the same,

So, Mr. President, I would say to those
who are opposed to these problems, those
who would like to see them brought to.
an er}d, who at long last would like to
sce peace brought to our troubled world,
that they direct their attention and their
remarks to the Governments of Moscow
and Red China. I think they could start
by using thelr influence to have these
governments and thelr puppets in Hanol

. glve decent treatment to our prisoners of |
war.
* Mr, Presldent, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed In the Recorp at the
conclusion of my remarks an article pub-
lished In the Chicago Tribune of March
12, the “Forelgn Press” segment, en-
titled “Dilemma in Laos.” 1 recommend
it to my colleapues, because it sets out
very clearly exactly what the situation is
in Laos.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it 15 s0 ordered.

(8ee exhibit 1)

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I should
now like to refer to another subject. It
has to do with the burning of a bank in
Banta Barbara, Calif.

I ask unanimous consent to have
printed at this point in the Recorp a
statement entitled “Violence in America,
One Company's Position,” by the Bank
of America, and an exhibit entitled “An
Open Letter from the Revolutionary
Movement to the Bank of America.”

- There being no objection, the material
~ was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:
‘VioLENCE IN AMERICA—ONE COMPANY’S
h PosITION .

T (Statement by Bank of America)

Isla Vistas, Celifornia, population 11,250,
The business district consists of a couple of
gos. stations, & few small shops, some real

estite offices—and s bank. A large campus -

of the University of California is nearby. All
in all, a hormal American suburban com-
munity—perhaps very much like the one

you live or work in. Normal, that s, until |

Wednesday, February 26, .when violencs
shattered the peaceful calm of Isla Vista,

At about 8:30 p.m. on the night of Febe -

ruary 25, rampaging demonstrators—stus

dents and non-students—protesting the

“enpitalist establishment” converged on the

community's small business district.

Several protesters rolled a gasoline-soaked
txash bin through a smashed front door in
* a Bank of Americo branch and set it ablaze.

OtHer students extinguished the flre. But
Just before midnight, with the angry crowd
«in & frenzy, the branch was set ablaze agaln,

While police and fire officials were held at
-bay by a rock-throwing mob, the bank was
.gutted by fire and totally destroyed. A police
‘patrol car was overturned and burned. Nu-
merous other fires were started, Windows
wer; smashed ang life and property threat-
ened.

. These events took place In a community
onlled Iala Vista. They could have happened
in your community. They ¢an happen anye
:ulh::.. and with even more disastrous re-

. . - . . .




‘s 1t, In fact, that

- tegration. But are they listening to what he

‘well, Within that requirement, howevor, s n

" observes that it is not generally considered
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That i1, whites leave the public schools,
and the public schools founder for lack of
support. Mareover, when whites flee the pub-
ilc schools in search of predominantly white
schools in the suburbs, the central city itself
becomes rocially isolated. -

wIhese nre not theoretical problems, but
actual problems. They exist not just in the
realm of law, but In the realm of human at-
titudes nnl human bohavior. They are part
of the rcil world, and we have to take ac-
count of tliem."”

One »l the practical problems In trylng
to abollsh de facto segregation is that 1t en-
talls a wasteful diversion of resources. Thus
a stato eourt recently ordered all but uni-
form racial banlance in the Los Angeles
achools, and 1t is expected that it will cost
$40 million the first year to lense buses, hire
drivers and pay operating expenses. How

_much better If the money were to be spent
to improve education.

In a deeper sense, insistence on total inte-~
gration derlves from a misconception of the
source of much of the trouble in the educa-

arcas. Insofar as I know, we have not given
full consideration to using these nssels to
influence populnation distribution, But 1%
seoms to me an extremely worthwhile sug-
gestion, and I am passing it on to the ap-
propriate people in the Administration.

Certainly, the enormous leverage of federal
procurement contracts could be put to use in
seeking a more evenly distributed population
and full compliance with cnvironmental pro-
tection programs. You will be glad to know
that nn inter-ngency task force has been ab
work on just this problem since before the
first of the year, and that we expect to have
some initial proposals ready within »
month’s time. :

I hope that this fnformation s useful,
and that you will be in touch should you
have any further questions or suggestions,

With best wishes,

Sincerely,
wiLLiam B, TIMMONS,
Assistant to the Prestdent,

—— S ——

PRESIDENT NIXON COMMENDED
FOR DESEGREGATION STATEMENT

Mr. GRIFFIN, Mr. President, the Wall
Street Journal recently commented on
President Nixon's statement on school
desceregation. The tone of the editorial
is sct by the first paragraph which de=
scribes the President's statement as Y50
sensible that it makes some of the criti-
cisms sound rather ludicrous.”

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the article, appropriately en-
titled “Rule of Reason,” be printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection the article
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:

ment remarks, it is not primarily & matter
of race at all; rather, it is n question of eco-
nomic class and environment, Quite simply,
a child from a very poor home, where there
are no books or magazines or newspapers or

iz all too
whether he.is black or white,

Finally, to demand total integration (as
distinguished from ending. de jure segrega-
tlon) is to overburden the schools. In Mr.
Nixon’s words, the schools “have been ex-
pected not only to educate but also to ac-
-complish a socinl transformation. Children
in many instances have not bheen served, but

tragically futile effort to achieve in the
schools the kind of multiracial soclety which
the adult community has falled to achleve
for itsell.”

We agree with the President that the call
for eqgunl educational opportunity is in the

RULE OF REASON

The striking thing about the President's
statement on descgreation is its tone—a
profound concern for the problem coupled
with a wholly realistic approach. S0 senslble
it makes some of the critl-
cisms sound raher ludricrous.

The chlef objection of the critics 1 that
Mr. Nixon dld not demand instant szhool in<

-unquestionably can be extended at the same
time that the quality of the education 1s be-
ing upgraded. But the process preeminently
requires wlsdom, the kind of basic common
sense the President’s statement reflects.

\

. "WE ARE NOW WAGING SECOND
INDO-CHINESE WAR

satd? He is not backing away from the goal
of integration; indeed, he is providing con-
siderable sums to assist court-ordered de- "
segregation and improve education in raclally -
impacted areas, North and South,

What Mr. Nixon does percelve ly that in
distingulshing between de jure and de facto
gegregation, the complexlties involved in the
latter are awesome and almost certainly not
susceptible to a purely Governmental solu-
tion.

TLere is a Constitutional mandate, he
notes, that dual school systems and other
forms of de jure segregation be eliminated
totally—and that is Administration polley as

this comes”as no surprise to me. It is
what one would expect from the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and the leaders of the
all powerful military-industrial com-

our Nation into a militarist state. Un-
fortunately, it appears that President
Nixon is yielding subservience to the
militarists in the same degree as did
President Johnson.

Now headlined in the Washinpton
.Post we rend that General Westimore-
land and other army leaders fravor &
g-month delay in U.S. troop withdrawals
from Vietham. '

Pentagon officials, of course, claim
that further withdrawal of ground forces
from Vietham at this time should be
stopped so that our pacification pro-
gram, so-called, and Vietnamization
* program may continue. :

From 1961 to the present time, Ameri-
can military forces have been occupying
Vietnam. There has been no Viethamiza-
tion, so-called, of SBouth Vietnam. The
militarists led by General Thieu and Alr
. Marshal Ky in control of the Balgon

degree of flexibility, & “rule of reason” pot=
mitting school hoards o formulnte desegro~
gation plans that best sult the neods of tholr
localitles.

De tacto segregation, stemming from hous-
ing patterns, is another matter mitogether,
The Prestdent holds 1t to be undesirable Jbut

to violate the Constitution, Even so, he seems
to encourage local school officlals to take roa-
sonable steps, if they choose, to diminish
raclal separation, . .
Mr. Nixon is especlally reallstic in discuss-
ing the difcultles of doing away with de
facto segregation: “ ‘Racial balance' has been
discovered to be neither a statio nor e finite
condition: in many oases it has turned out
t0 be only s way station on the road to re~
segregation.” i

" .
‘ I

‘ ' E A

. : . P s

tlon of Negrocs. As tho Presidential stato-

‘parental encouragement to jearn—that child |
likely to have difficulty in school

used—in what all too often hns- proved a .

American tradition and that the opportunity - '

Mr. YOUNG of Ohlo. Mr. President, -

plex. It is evident that they seek to move-

Goycrnmen .
tion of the Vietnamese, They have ex-
cludrd Buddhists and neutralists, so-
callrd, from their militarist government
of &algon. Theirs is a corrupt regime.
Sauth Vietnamese forces have no will to
fir-i1b, Its leaders are continuing the sup-
p1rzsion policies of the French colonial~«
istx. Eighty percent of the men and
women of South Vietnam know that no
jand reform, not even a semblance of

liberty has been offered them by the . .

Thicu-Ky administration and its prede-
€eS501S.

The Victcong representing the Na-
tional Liberation Front have an ideal.
They are fighting for land reform and
for national liberation, While in Viet-
nam in 1965 and 1968 I learned that
80 percent of the people living in the
Mekong Delta, south of Saigon, sup-
ported the National Liberation Front.
Genceral Westmoreland and others of our
Joint Chiefs of Stafl by their actions
prove that the Saigon regime is in power
only by reason of the presence of the
ground and air forces of the United
States.

Mr. Nixon, as a candidate for the
Presidency, stated repeatedly he had B
secret plan to end our involvement in
Vietnam. That is still his sccret. The
facts are this war is now expanding and
.the United States has now become in-
volved in what should be termed the
second Indo-Chinese war. The conflict
has spread beyond South Vietnam now.
Americans are fighting and dying in
Laos and we have invaded Cambodia.
Some Americans have been killed there
and this conflict is even threatening to -
extend into Thailand.

The first Indo-Chinese war was waged
by the French with the aid of John
Toster Dulles and President Eisenhower.
‘"When the Japanese suddenly left South-
east Asia in the closing weeks of World .
. War II, the French immediately landed

* hppdreds of thousands of troops and

sought to reestablish theix cruel but lush
Indo-Chinese empire. President Eisen-
hower Instead of enforcing neutrality or
" coming to the aid of the Vietnamese peo-
plé seeking national liberation aided the
French with billions of dollars in war
supplies. He was restrained by action of
leading Senators in 1854 from commit-
ting our air power to relieve Dienbien-
phu, "Those orders secuted on advice of
John Foster Dulles and his brother, then
head_of the CIA, were cancelled at al-
most the last moment, Dienbicnphu was -
overrun on May 7, 1954, More than 12,- -
000 French Forelgn Leglonnalres were
-captured. '
i ‘mollowing the surrender, the Geneva
Agreement fixed a temporary demarca-
Ation line at the 17th parallel providing
this was not a national boundary but
.inerely a temporary demarcation line. An
_election was promised for 1956. President
. Eisenhower, in his memoirs, stated that
Ho Chi Minh would have received 80
percent of the vote for President in both -
sections of Vietnam, Our puppet Presi-
dent Diem cancelled the election. Then
the civil war in Vietnam was renewed.
Now we Americans are continuing the
_aggrossion of the Frenoh, In {nct, the

v . \
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Rejected in |

"Laos Vote -

! - Fram News Dlsmtches

VIENTIANE, March 30—
{The permanent committee of
"the Lao National Assembly
voted today to support the
“jdea of conversations,” with-
out advance conditions, be-
tween the government of
Prince Souvanna Phouma and
the Pathet Lao.

a Pathet Lao peace proposal
that made a halt in US,
bombing a precondition for
starting the talks.
< The- committee, which 1is
headed by Phoui Sananikone,
the right-wing president of the
assembly, also recommended
that any future Pathet Lao
‘envoy be empowered to nego-|R
tiate, \
“Col.  Pradith’ Thiengtham
carried the formal Pathet Lao
proposal here eight days ago.
He returned to Hanoi Satur-
day without an answer.
* Souvanna Phouma has said
.that he will reply after con-
sulting with the Royal Council
{upper house) and a nght—wlng

faction led- by Prince Boun
Qum.

In battle action, North Viet
namese troops launched fresh
attacks just to the north of the
government base at Long
Tieng ~and on another front
along the "Mekong River

land border.
troops, moving -under the

cover 9£ a mortar barrage be-
fore dawn, attackbd a govern-

The .vote appeared to reject!

 flying from Luang Prabang

within two miles of the Thai-_

. Informed sources sald more
than 100 ‘North Vietnamese|

ment hilltop position overlook-
ing Long Tieng. Long Tieng,
80 miles north of Vientiane, is
the headquarters of Gen. Vang
Pao’s guerrilla .army and a
major base for American Cen-
tral Intelllgence Agency oper-
ations. - .

'The attack was repulsed the
sources said. Enemy losses
were unknown. Government
casualties were described as
light.

About 100 miles west of
Luang Prabang, the royal capi-
tal, some 200 North Vietham-
ese and Pathet Lao troops
made an unusual daylight at-
tack on government positions

at Pak Tha on the Mekong
River. . !
‘Casualties and other detalls
were not known. Field reports|
said Laotian air force T-28
propeller-driven bombers

made 40 strikes in efforts to
drive off the engmy force. RN

e
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The Communists seem to be making

. considerable headway in their new moves :

o s

[
r
3
¥
i
n
i
r
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in Southeast Asia. In Laos, despite our

.token efforts, the North Vietnamese and
: Laotian Reds are advancing without much
* difficulty; In Cambodia, the neutralization |

that was started with the ouster of Prince

is operating from Peking with Red Chinese :

support.

e e e |

PRESIDENT NIXON has indicated

A

' through his top aides that this country will -

‘ i Ouy Fwends ﬂ@no re Southeast Asia,
We Can't Be Expected fo Enlarge War

“Communists stopped in all three of those’

* Sthanouk is not going as well as the new _ .
government had expected, and the prince

OF COURSE, we would like to sée the

countries, But do we want to give further

“support to the weak Laotian and Cam-

bodlan forces, which is apparently part

of the Commurlist strategy to re-ignite

tlie internal strife m this country?

The answer is certamly no, we will not '
‘" allow our involvement to spread unilateral-

ly to bolster regimes that seem unable to

muster enough domestic support to hold .
back the Communist advances. What we -

_ can do is call on other leading powers to

not expand its participation in Laos, where_

e
_civilian Wir, and into Cambodia, where

it is not known how much, 1f at all,,the

CIA has been operatmg

It seems obvious now that the North

&the CIA has been conducting its own .

Vietframese have felt stalemated in South
Vietnam, or they might even have felt

they were losing ground. To change the

foous, they decided to activate their some- .

. what dormant Laos invasion. Then the

Cambodian ouster sprang into'being, with -
" the new government there ordering the °
‘removal of North Viefnamese' and . Viet -

Cong troops, which had found Cambodia

i\ a convenient refuge Just over the, South

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700040001-3
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join in the effort with us. Such a move,
considering the recent history of Squtheast

Asia, is likely to bring a pohte rejection..

T That_ would leave us with a clear cons
-/ . science in refusing to extend ourselves.

Ty
h

The move also would worsen the North

" Vietnamese position, because, after being’
badly -weakened in the South Vietnam

A

A\

P S R PAGREE SR

struggle, they would ve new deblhtatmg' ;

fronts on Wthh to 1ight.

. NO ONE WANTS -to see Cambodia or

Laos fall to the Communists, but the Reds’ *

move toward that end, whether or not

successful,- could improve our chances of
: withdrawal from South Vietnam, which is

stﬂl the principal aim ot our -people..

;;'. PG L hem
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We re oettmg deeper
in southeast Asia

Events in Cambodia and Laos

« tend to confirm' the fear that the

- peninsula..
Prince Norodom Sihanouk of

» Cambodia was considered some-

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700040001-3
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thing of a liability to the Ameri- .
: can side because he tolerated the
"use of his country as a sanctuary

.by the Viet Cong and North

{ Vietnamese. His overthrow by a- -
band of generals might have
"been considered a development

_in our favor,

It might have been, except -
‘that the prince apparently has a - -
*wide following among the Cam-- "

‘bodian public, which is rallying
-to jupport him and getting all

.th s help it needs, of course, froml :

the Communists, -

Many knowledéeable .Wash- .

ington commentators believe the
State Department was generally
“surprised when the ° generals

took over and that the CIA was -

'not involved in the

‘American public, and Congress
.as well, have beendeceived for
80 long about our. lnvolvement in

T et Nl b 381

| Viétnam war is spreading across . difficult.

:the entire Southeast Asxan L

> hang on to the Plain of Jars until
., 'U.S. forces helped the loyalists
. drive them out. Now North Viet.

~ in Cambodia and Laos cannot be |

Ma.u.n& b s R i A e

STATINTL

T

Laos. Cambodxa and Thalland.l
that an obgectlve judgment is .

In Laos, the- Commumst Pa-
thet Laos had seemed content to

e e ..-.-_.u.u\:-m—.;...u e T

L m———

nam troops are poised at the:
border and the Laos government :

.- fears an invasion.on top of lts i
-internal difficulties.

RV

As in Vietnam, the dlsorders

ascribed entirely to outside in- |-
fluences. In each country there

.. is-a strong element of internal

discontent and civil warfare." |
-U.S. prospects for imposing a |

‘ Western style government in

any of those countries ate: slim |

~ indeed and would prove costly in

1
the extreme. S
The question is whether the |
‘Nixon administration, obsessed

. with protecting our position in
* Vietnam, will stumble into two | j
' more quagmires- as sticky as the |
- - first. We earnestly hope- Presi-
.dent Nixon -has_learned some-

thing from the experiences of Ius
immediate predecesiors. et

e




~ Laos: Next Step in the DBig Muddy
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Sen. ALAN CRANSTON

. Mr. Cransion is @ United States Senator from California.

Washington

The people spoke in 1968,‘and tﬁey spoke against the

STATINTL

1970

While U.S. efforts wore helping to escalale the
ground war in Laos, American planes were stepping
up the air war at an incredible rate, American air
activity there jumped from 4,500 sorties a month
when the United States was still bombing North Viet-

nam, to between 12,500 and 15,000 a. month today.

. men are still fighting and dying there. Some troops use of the Ho Chi Minh Trail by the North Vietnam-

"have been withdrawn, but the Nixon Administration ese, but American bombing missions into other parts

. Is convincing evid S. mi - .
: 8 ence t hat U.S. military involve. and foreign military. personnel into Laos is prohib- -

. has never made it plain that it intends to get all our

fighting men out of Vietnam, this year, next year, or
any year. It, like the administration before it, seems
@ither unable or unwilling to muster the courage to
change our course.

Now there looms the danger of a new Vietnam in
Laos. The war in Laos and the war in Vietham are
separate parts of the same conflict,

The Administration, it seems to me, is pursuing a

- -double-risk policy that could keep American troops

in Southeast Asia for years. On the one hand, there

ment in Laos is being escalated in much the same
way that we escalated in Vietnam in 1864. On the’
other hand, Vietnamization is beginning to look more
and more like a convenient way for us to create an
army of South Victnamese mercenaries to continue
a conflict that is nelther in our national interests nor

- in those of the Vietnamese people.

The war between Communist and other factions in
Laos had been sputtering along in a sleepy fashion
for years, both sides taking pains to avoid each
other whenever possible. Sometimes one side would
win, sometimes the other; it depended on the season
of the year and the zeal of the local commanders.

In recent years, however, there have been alarm-
ing changes in the situation, The United States has
created a secret mercenary army of Meo tribesmen.

It is commanded by Laotian officers, but its men.

of Laos are also significant factors.

© war in Vietham. But now it is 1970, and American Much of the increase is our response to expanded .

The exact nature of the bombing is not known be- -

cause, like the other aspects of our involvement in
Laos, the operations are shrouded in secrecy. In ale
most every way, the war in Laos has been a secret

war. The Administration has kept it that way be- .

cause the United States signed a treaty declaring we
would keep our military personnel out of Laos.
Specifically, the Geneva Accords, signed by the

United States and thirteen other countries in 1962,

: state that "the introduction of foreign regular and ..

irregular troops, foreign para-military formations -

ited.” The treaty defines foreign military personnel

to include “members of foreign military missions, -

forelgn military advisors, experis, instruciors, con-
sultants, technicians, observers and any other fore
eign military porsons, . .."” -

In short, the United States is violating the Geneva
Accords and has been violating them for many years.
_So the Administration has tried to keep the press at

R

bay and to avoid testifying publicly on the real:

nature of our involvement in Laos.

The Communists, of course, know what we are do- -
ing. It's no military secret to them that we bomb
them or that our-mercenaries attack them. The Com-

munists are violating the Geneva Accords—and won’t

_admit it. The United States is violating the Accords-

‘e~and won't admit it.

“Civilian” pilots hired by the CIA and AID fly our'

“are recruited, paid, armed, trained and advised by :mercenaries and their supplies around the country,’

the CIA, and by U.S. military officers. The regular = and the government covers the whole thing up as a
Laotian army seems to have been replaced on the relief operation to provide supplies for refugees. When

" battle lines by these Meo mercenaries. Thai, Nation-

"~ alist Chinese

"overran North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao positions -

‘inthe war,

and Filipino troops also are reported.in
Laos. o o o : C o
Last summer, the Meo went on the offensive and

on the Plain of Jars. The Meo displayed more initia-
tive and determination than is generally seen i
Laos. Predictably, the offensive alarmed the other
side. A counterattack was launched and, during the
last few weeks, our badly extended mercenarics '

were pushed back. So the violence on the ground has, friendly villages are burncd to death. Money for,
the secret army and the disguised air flights is buried:

in CIA and AID budgets, hidden from the people and

increased, in part because of American involvement

'
. ' .
L T
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the planes are shot down, the embassy in Vientiane
simply attributes their loss to bad weather condi-
- tions. The Administration conveniently forgets how
this practice distorts and perverts the whole concept

- of foreign assistance.
Meanwhile, our military planes blast away from

There are those who seem really not {o care if the

same friendly village is hit three times—as actually’

.happoned in Laos—or if women and children in un-

; their elected representatives, =

: CIAfRDF"8l()_f0.1 601R0007Q00400%1;3muod
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nv ' the air with a considerable degree of immunity,



L

Approved For Release 20%1(9%[@(119@'

NEWSWEEK

THE WAR IN VIETNAM
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Running

out of cards: Amid riots at homp. Sihanouk meets Chou

Ansncinted 'rany

JE IR, S 13

&l 161
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“RON VIETNAM TO INDGCHINA

The War Spills Over as Sihanouk Falls and the Communists Advance in Laos

lone among the nations of Indochina,

_ Cambodia had escaped engulfment: .
by war, surviving from one crisis to the .
"next in a precarious state of neutrality -

-nursed along by the nimble diplomacy of
a royal ruler. “I'll keep maneuvering as
long as [ have cards in my hand,” Prince
- Norodom Sihanouk once said, “First a lit-
‘tle to the left, then a litle to the right,
" And when I have no morc cards to play,
I'll stop.” Last week, Sihanouk’s cards
were called by his own hand-picked Par-

. liament, which unanimously ousted the

' Prince from his job as Cambodia’s Chicf

* of State. And, in the wake of this stun-

ning development, diplomats were won--

dering whether a ncw game might not
“be shaping up for Cambodia’s warring
- neighbors as well.
' Sihanouk’s downfall came amidst a be-
-wildering rush of
imponderable threat to the Nixon Adw

ministration’s carefully nurtured plans for.
a gradual withdrawal from South Viet-'

nam. For the first time in recent memory,

" Viet Cong and North

events that posad astill™

NREL

wlj&jh

major military engagements were 'taking

place across the length and breadth of

the Indochinese peninsula. With the aid
of South Vietnamese artillery called in by

battalions launched an offensive against

holed up along the border with South
Victnam. 'In Laos, Communist forces

- smashed across the Plain of Jars and

were battering at the wo key U.S.-

- supported strongholds of Sam Thong and
32). And by

Long Clicng (map, page
the weekend, Thailand had léapt into
the fray by dispatching, aboard U.S. air-

. from-Laos, it looked, for once, as though
the Royal Laotian Army had chosen to"

&

“putupa

real fight. And even if the Com-

. ‘munists should eventually take over the:
U.S. spotter planes, several Cambodian .

Victnamese units

craft, hundreds of regular troops to shore -

up the beleaguered Laotian base at Long .-

Cheng. Suddenly, as in the days of the
French, the war in Vietnam had spilled

+over all boundary lines and had become

a naked struggle to achieve predomi
nance over all of Indochina (page 34).

But if the dominoes were teetering, .
no one could predict which way they
" might fall, Despite the discouraging news

~ Communists would
‘back in power was 0
. with the Prince out,

country, Secretary of Defense Melvin
Laird vowed to continue U.S. bombings.

Nor was the shift to the right in Cam-

hodia necessarily a plus for Washington.
Just before the peripatetic Sihanouk left
Moscow for Peking last weck, Soviet
Premier Aleksei Kosygin warned that the ..
bloodless coup in Phnom Penh “could
spark a war between Cambodia and ,

‘North Vietnam.” Once in China, where
'he was greeted

effusively by  Premier
Chou En-lai, Sihanouk charged that his
ouster had bcen engincercd by the\/
C.ILA. and hinted that he might try to?
stage a counter-couF. But whether the
ike to see Sihanouk .
pen to question, For ..
the way might now
be open for the North Vietnamese Army
to impose its will on Cambodia. '
For the moment, in short, nothing
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-1 "all-out war in‘Cambodia (as: well as,

Fawe go. about it we must, at all costs,

1%, But:.very - few. American . citizens:

SCHENFECTADY, N.Y. ‘

a

1 4 - 55,934

{ : 7 !
2 doywnanr (0\7(2..-‘.2.,“ i

3 ' T i
. g e
No Escalation "}
- . e B8 --"»'.{'v _J"‘;vv
, The citizen is pretty much in the’
dark so far as war in Cambodia is’
. concerned because . few. persons. know;’
‘what is poing on behind the scenes)
" That has been true of the war in Viet .
nam and the war in Laos, @' .. »

. The citizen knows what' $he Whit
“House is saying and knows what the’
- various competing politicians .and gen-
. erals are saying in, Cambodia. In short,

the public knows what’s on the surface.:

‘on in secrecy.— what ' ig ‘being done,
“for  example,. by the CIA. . Are we,
- getting into deeper troubld” without,
- realizing it? No one knows: but the
few .who -are directly. involved.. The;:

i+ The one thing -that is:certain 'is.
‘any escalation of war in Cambodia, If ;

- the war in Vietnam it could easily be]
~argued that we should he waging an-

" Laos) because, for example, 40,000 to’
60,000 North' Vietnamese troops have
“been using the border jungles of Cam-
" bodia for years as sanctuaries from:
¢ which, to . strike ~"against., American

‘forges: in’ South. Vietnam, ©. 171 b il
. The situation is, in-a sense, similar
¥ita that. during. the Korean. war when'
. thé UN forces were fighting: with. one
¥ hand" tied -behind . their back.:because’
*'f;,_théy"‘ refraitied from sending. bombers
“across’ the' line intp. China,i where :the
'“Chinese ; “were . enjoying , sanctuary.’

5 into , China ‘we would ‘have- taken on
;one” of - the  biggest ‘and :perhaps: the
. Jmost--stubborn. ‘nation in ‘the world.y
0 ;The-only “people” who- want us- to.
F.:escal_ate;war in Cambodia and Laos are
4 those who helieve that no matter how

" -decisively . defeat Communists - where-
--aver.they rear. their: heads in -South-:
'east <Asia;~If what is imperative is

. Americen, military . victory .in South-

:‘east Asia. then we shouldi.be. waging

| every other country:in -which, theye
- are Communist factions . that' might
Jeonstitute a threat,v . . s Nt
_,want’ to’pull out of war in Vietnam
“only ‘to . .get deeper’ and deeper into.
-“war in.Cambodia: or'Laos.-It is -hoped'
“that  President. Nixon-is making thaty
{:point; icléar’ to any and all: persons in;

'}
f

" But what is not known is what is going's .

' President himself could be’ deceived.® V‘
' that our people will not be happy about{ -

. our citizens were enthusiastic about} -

sofullscale wal in Cambodia, . Laos. and

SEAODOR

dia, and L

AN

STATINTL

e

*(One’ diffevence is.that had we gohe; |

cik 01R000700040001-3

-



Approved For Release 2003 (0310% S61A-R

"THE WORLD

TIME

STATINTL
DP80-01601

HROUGH the anguished years of

the Viet Nam War, Cambodia and
Laos have been strictly sideshows, Cam-
bodia has almost entirely escaped the
storm of steel that so far has cost the
lives of an costimated 610,000 North
Victnamese and Viet Cong troops, 175,-
000 South Victnamese troops, and more
than 42,000 Americans—not to mention

some 300,000 Vietnamese civilians, The .

conflict in Laos, though bloody enough,
has not approached the scale of the
war in Viet Nam. Now the situation is
suddenly changing. Events in Laos and

called for—and got—help from U.S..

and South Vietnamese forces, With the |

war continuing in South Viet Nam and
with the North wrestling with the grave
problcms that have grown out of the con-
flict, all four states of Indochina were
on the boil at the same time (see map).

Privileged Sanctuaries

For some time, Laos and Cambodia®
have scrved as massive conduits for the
flow of men and supplics from North
Viet Nam to the southern battlegrounds,
There is, of course, the spidery Ho Chi

AP HIHON DENPA REWS

* DANGER AND OPPORTUNITY IN INDOCHINA

crn Cambodia are the “Parrot’s Beak”
‘and the “Angel’s Wing,” where five Com-
munist rcgiments operating in the Me-
kong Dclta “float in and out,”” as a
U.S. source puts it. Farther north in
Cambodia is the “Fishhook,” only 70
miles from Saigon, which is the haven
for two full divisions as well as Viet
Cong hcadquarters. It is no cxaggeration
to say that the existence of these sanc-
tuaries has virtually precluded a mil-
itary solution to the Viet Nam War. In

. fact,- General Creighton Abrams, the

U.S. commander in South Viet Nam,

I gy v o g

Vs CTION
F’g{& e

HELICOPTERS NEAR CAMBODIAN BORDER
Changing the whole thrust of the war,

Cambodia last week may well prove to-
be a watershed in the protracted Viet

Nam War. Indeed, they could change
the whole thrust of the war,

For the first time since the Geneva ac-

cords of 1962 brought an equivocal
peace to Laos, Communist troops moved

south in force from the Plain of Jars,

They scized onc key base that had been
cld by the Laotians with U.S. support
and mcnaced another that scrves as the
center of CIA operations in the coun-
try. The onslaught made it clear that
the North Vietnamese could overrun
all of Laos at will; what was agoniz-
ingly unclear was just how far they in-
tendaed to go. ‘
evelopments in neighbaring Cam-
- bodia were cqually unsettling, In Phnom-
Penh, anti-Communists fed by Premicr
General Lon Nol and Deputy Premier
Prince Sisowath Sirik Matak deposed

Prince Norodom Sihanouk as chicf of.

state and ordercd North Vietnamese and
Viet Cong troops out of Cambodia. In

o (ARBTT SRR e teRs e RO TN SRR oot ttldohd

Minh Trail,rthrcading into South Viet _

Nam fromi morc than half a dozen
points in Laos and Cambodia. There is-

. also the Cambodian port of Sihanouk-
“ville, through which, according to some

estimates, the Communists get fully 80%
of their- supplics for the war in the

lower half of South Viet Nann Much ¢

of the matéricl is brought in aboard Chi-
nese and Soviet freighters and moved
north over first-class roads (including
onc built with U.S. aid) by a {leet of"

some¢ 500 canvas-covered lorrics op--

crated by the Chinese firm of Hak Ly.
Even more important is the usc of

Cambodia and Laos as privileged basc .

arcas for Communist troops. North Vict-
namese and Viet Cong hospitals, sup-
ply dumps, rest camps and training arcas
are scattered throughout castern Cam-

bodia, A 2,300-man headquarters for .
the joint North Victnamese-Viet Cong -

cflort in the South lies in a complex of
huts bencath a triple canopy of jungle,
Some of the sanctuarics bear pictur-

O LWES LY £ o TR, g
T B a S RG E ey
ot A OIS
R G o :;,, A R ]
%{{A"" ML IR N e A SN .
L A R oy
- e TG I L AN

LAOTIAN COMMUNISTS IN SOVIET ARMORED CAR

has said that if they were climinated
the war would be over within a ycear.

In recent months, increasing allied
.successes in South Viet Nam have
forced the Communists to lean more
than ever on the Cambodian and Lao-
tian sanctuarics. Cambodia in particular -
noted an upsurge in activity as the al-
lics pressed toward the western frontiers

~of South Vict Nam, Phnom-Penh, for

example, reported 200 attacks by Com-
munist troops on Cambodian outposis
in the past few months. In Laos, U.S. in-
telligence sources note that Hanoi has’
sent in one.fresh 9,000-man division
and fully reinforced another in recent
months for its current offensive.

. Promise and Peril

+ To policymakers in the U.S., the Cam-
bodian and Laotian crises present a tan-
talizing mixture of promisc and peril.
Should the U.S. go to Cambodia’s aid
if asked, providing supplics or men in
the hope of wiping out the sanctuarics
S. were to
pouring in -

! continued
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more troopsAR\B opening yet ano
front, or by intensifying its thrust in

_Laos, This, coming at a point when the

U.S. is attempting to disengage from
the Indochinese quagmire, could prove
politically as well as militarily disastrous.
The U.S. cffort to disengage, in fact,

may well have contributed to much of -

the current turmoil,

1f Washington faces dillicult decisions
over the next several weeks, however,
so does Hanoi. Can North Viet Nam
stand calmly by and sec its supply lines
to the South endangered? Should the
Communists seize all of .Laos, and risk
massive U.S, bombing as well as at-

tack by a Thai army that is unlikely to.
feel comfortable with Communist forc-
es just across the Mckong River? With :

problems of these dimensions suddenly
looming, the next few months are bound

-to be crucial for Southeast Asia. :
The common denominator in the cur-
‘rent turmoil is the North Vietnamese in-

fantryman, and his presence in sizable

numbers in supposedly neutral lands.

Hanoi’s forces long ago took on the bur-
den of the Laos campaign from the in-

ffectual, home-grown Pathet Lao. Nei~

roved For R%Iea %pg

- gaging from the U.S. and ingratiating .,

ther the frangible Laotian regulars nor .

the lightly armed, ClA-backed Meo
guerrillas of Laotian General Vang Pao
have been able to withstand them.
Cuambodia, it was North Viet Nam's
freewheeling use of Cambodian ter-

ritory that finally precipitated Sihanouk’s-

ouster, With the U.S. withdrawal
under way, Sihanouk grew increasingly

" alarmed that the prescnce of so many .
- North Vietnamese and Viet Cong sol-

diers would encourage Cambodia’s own
Communists, the Khmer Rouge, to act

more boldly. For all his dlplom'mc dex-
. terity, however, the ebullient prince had

““found it impossible to persuade his un-

welcome guests to leave, and power

_ was seized by men who may try hard--
er. Of course, many observers familiar -

with the Byzantine workings of Siha-

In

nouk’s mind suspect that he may have -

engineered the whole thing as a way of
pressuring Moscow and Peking to talk
the intruders into leaving. But most an-

“alysts suspect that this time no dis-

sembling was involved.

In the Spotlight

Dissatisfaction with Sihanouk has
sprung from scveral sources. Forclgn
policy intrigues the mercurial prmce
and so docs education, but economic pol-
icy, which is vital to Cambodia’s wel-

‘fare, simply bores him. There were ru- -

mors that the prince's relatives had prof-

ited enormously from government con-
tacts. After Sihanouk was deposed, his-

wife, attractive Princess Monique, was
attacked for alleged profitecring, Even
Qucen Kossomak, Sihanouk’s miother,
was the subject of ugly speculation on
the same count, “The pretext was that
Sihanouk was not doing enough against
the Vietnamese,” said a young Cam-
bodian businessman, “The real reason
was that we were all tired of him,"

It was SitppiropedsFp¥iReleas

and abroad, In the carly '60s, the prince
concluded that the U.S. would never
be able to defeat the Vietnamese Com-
munists, Accordingly, he began disen-

himself with the Sovict Union and,
more important, China. In late 1963, Si-
hanouk ordered U.S. aid oflicials out
of the country, and 18 months later he
broke ofl relations completely.,

After Lyndon Johnson® dccision to
halt the bombing of North Viet Nam, Si-

hanouk began swinging back toward

the U.S. “The American presence helps
Cambodia indirectly by maintaining the
balance of power in the area,” he said.
“If the U.S. pulls out of the region,
the weight of China will be too great
for the small countries of Soéuthecast
Asia to bear, They will all become

201103(04 5, GIAR PO 018A1R009700040001:84 tour of

Cambodia's northcast provinces, Siha-
nouk saw for himself the extent of Com-
munist occupation, Subscquently, the
prince said that he had had cnough of
the Communist intruders. So had many
of his countrymen.

Inevitubly, American and South Vict-
namese troops were guilty of incursions
as well, though not for protracted pee
riods, Last December, Cambodiu’s Unit-
ed Nations Ambassudor, Huot Sampoth,.
appealed for an end to “this war of cx-
termination” in which, he said, more
than 300 Cambodians had been killed
and 700 wounded by U.S. and South
Victnamese forces. There was little, how-
cver; that Cambodia could do except
complain: its scantily equipped 40,000-
man armed forces could not adequately
patrol Cambodia’s ili-defined, 575-mile
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Cockpit of Conflict

'LITTLE besides geography links the

four countrics that make up mod-
crn-day Indochina—Cambodia, Laos,
North and South Viet Nam. For 20

centuries, neither foreign conquerors

nor home-grown dynasts have ecver
managed to persuade the peoples of
the verdant, fertile peninsula to col-
lect themsclves into a single nation.
Indeced, long before the present strug-
gle engulfed them, their differences
had led to a history of prolonged
and tangled conflicts.

The most constant influence on
“the arca's life, of course, has been
China, where the forcbears of most
present-day Indochincese lived before
migrating south centuries before
Christ. On all too many occasions,

the Heavenly Empcerors to the North .

sent their representatives—sonictinics
soldicrs, more often messengers de-
manding tributc. The feudal village,
with its population of tax-paying
peasants and aristocratic protectors,

grew out of that practice, and is still
the basic political unit in much of In- -

dochina. The Chincse presence was
strongest in Viet Nam, which was

1,000 ycars; its ancient name in Chi-

nese, Annam, literally means “the .

pacified South.”
. .
The second great culture to reach
Indochina was that of ancient India,

brought by sailors and traders. Along -

with their commerce, the Indians car-
ried their culture—the religion of

Buddha, works of art, the concept:

of a god-king. The uniquc fusion of °
resulted -
. rcached its greatest heights in Cam-

Indo-Asian culture that

bodia, the seat of the once-mighty
Khmer Empirc. Between the 9th and

the 14th centurics, the Khmers con--

quered all of Southeast Asia, from

Burma on the Bay of Bengal, back-
ing up their rule by building an elab-
-orate set of canals and reservoirs

and making rice a stable crop, They .

also left bchind one of the archi-
tectural wonders of the world: the col-
onnaded temple of Angkor Wat.
Laos,” the Land of the Million El-
cphants and the White Parasol, man-
aged to conquer the northern reach-
es of the Khmer Empirc in the 14th
century. That accomplishment Icd to
Laos’ onc bricf period of expansion.
Before long, however, both Laos and
the Khmers were caught in the dead-

ly vise of war between Siam (now .

Thailand) and Annam (now Viet

Nam). The enmitics between Indo- -
china’s present-day ncighbors stem .

in no small part from these wars,
which reduced Laos to a tiny moun-
tain kingdom, robbed Cambodia of
the rich Mckong Delta (Cochin Chi-

na) and crcated, for the first time in

history, a vigorous unity in Viet Nam -

between the South (Annam) and -

North (Tonkin).

France landed its first military ex-" -

pedition in Viet Nam- in 1858, os-

tensibly to protect missionaries who -

were being put to death by the Viet-

- namese Emperor for teaching Chris-

tianity.  Soon the French objective
was to colonize rather than ‘Chris-

tianize, and by 1883 Paris hiid es- -
tablished a “protectorate” in Cam- -
bodia and occupied all of Viect Nam; .

in 1899, it placed a résident su-
périeur in Vientiane, Economically,

- the French were unabashed parasites.
- As one report of the time put it: “Co-
- lonial production must be limited to -

supplying the mother country with.-
" raw materials.” :

Politically, the French were not
50 much oppressive as incpt. Ad- -
ministrators often knew next to noth- -

ing about the land and pcoplc in

their eharge, and few were in.office -

long cnough to lcarn; between'1892

~and 1930, Paris dispatched 237, gov- . |
morc or less a colony for nearly -

crnors-general to Hanoi. Qutside-the

" major cities of Viet Nam, French scee
ondary schools were almost nonex- |
" istent; by 1939, Phnom-Penh's only ..

- school beyond the primary level had -

YN

graduated a grand -total of four -

students.

Resistance groups flourished al--:
- most from the start.. Ho Chi Minh, -
who was to wage the most protract-
ed and ‘successful struggle against .

the French, was forced to leave school

in 1910 for anti-French opinions. .

The Japanese occupation of Indo-

china during World War .11 swept -
away the myth that the white man -

was indestructible. Before long, that

- dramatic discovery led to a place
the Mckong Delta in Viet Nam to -

and turning point called Dicnbicnphu,
Engulfed in the miserics of war
for 25 ycars—or longer—Indochina’s

newly independent people have not -

yet recaptured an identity with their ~

past. Few Vietnamcse, North or

- South, can find much reflected glo-
ry in the elegant red-and-gold: Jac--
" quered panels of Hud's imperial: city. -

Laotians, living in: the shadow of
the war next door and amid the grow-

ing miscry of the onc in their own -

front yard, take small comfort in
the ancicnt Buddhist temples of

Luangprabang, To a certain extent, -

Cambodians could relive the triumphs
of the Khmers in the resounding rhet-
oric of Prince Norodom Sihanouk,
who at lcast kept the kingdom in-
dependcent. Clearly, if the past some-
times secms impossibly remote and

unreal to Indochina’s long-suffering -
peoples, that is the result of an all,

too real present. .

frontier with Viet Nam. A typical tech-
nique was to send a single Cambodian
trooper, mounted on a motorcycle, to
the site of a border violation. The sol-
dicr would racc up to the invading
troops, wave a Cambodian flag at them
and try to persuade them to leave. It is
a tributc to Cambodian bravado that
the tactic sometimes worked.

_ Energizing the Economy

Last summer Sihanouk made the two
men who eventually overthrew him, the
principal figures in a “movement of sal-
vation” designed to cnergize Cambodia’s
stagnant cconomy. Both had been key of-
ficials for some time. Lon Nol is a
quict, pragmatic 56-ycar-old gencral who

. has becen Cambodia's best-known anti-

Communist for many years. He be-
came head of the national police in

' 1951 and entered the army in 1952, tak-
-ing part in operations against the Vict

Minh invaders until the end of the

French war in Indochina. Three years

alter joining the army, he became its
chicf of staff, and in 1966 was clected
Premier, He resigned the following years

-after suffering injurics in an auto ac-
- cident, but rcturned to the government

in 1968 as Dcfense Minister, In mid-"69,

. when Lon Nol was again elected Pre-

mier, he demanded—and got—substan-.
tial powers from Sihanouk.

Prince Sirik Matak, 56, who helped
Lon Nol depose Sihanouk, is the scion
of the Sisowath branch of the royal fam-
ily (Sihanouk is of the Norodom
branch). A morc colorful figure than
Lon Nol, he could emerge as Cambodia’s
real new leader. Though he has prac-.

~ tically made a career out of publicly op-

posing Sihanouk on major issues, his
unquestioned ability has all but guar-
anteed him a succession of important
government posts. With Lon Nol, he
has long fought Sihanouk’s policy of tol-
crating the Communist border presence,
but he has struggled hardest to free the

..economy of oppressive government con-

trols and corruption.

Familiar Gambit + -+ -

Last January, with domestic conflicts
developing over cconomic reforms and’
the issuc of the Vietnamese troops, Si-

- hanouk decided to depart for France.

It was a familiar gambit—lcave at a .
time¢ when trouble is brewing, come
back after the situation has worsencd,
point out how ineflicient the temporary
chicftains have been and then create a . -
flurry of activity that rescmbles a so-
lution. This time, however, Sihanouk's
abscnce simply gave Lon Nol and Si-
rik Matak time to plot. ‘
In February, the governors of Cam-
bodia’s 19 provinces met in Phnom-

‘Penh. As they reported, one by one,

on their problems, it slowly became ap-
parcnt that unrest cxiended over most
of the nation—and that the chicf
source of the trouble was the North Viet-"
namese presence. Lon Nol and Sirik’
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Sihanouk and the North Victnaniese.

To this cnd, they organized mass dem-
onstrations, first in Svay Riceng province,
sitc of the Fishhook sanctuary, then
three days later in the capital. Thou-
sands of civil servants, students and sol-
dicrs in civilian clothes joined in. Many

of the placards they carried had been -

printed on government presses. The
North Victnamese and N.L.F. embassics
were sacked. Though the demonstrations
were sparked by the army, there was
enough spontancous participation to in-
dicate a high level of popular hatred
for the North Vietnamese. It was then:
that the anti-Sihanouk forces scriously
began to consider ousting the prince,

Object Lesson

Other factors helped crystallize their
feelings. The continuing disintegration
in Laos, for instance, was an object lcs-
son in the perils of a large North Viet-
namecse troop presence. In addition, ex-
ploratory post-riot talks with the af-
fronted North Victnamese in Phnom-
Penh got nowhere.
diplomats brushed aside the rights or
wrongs of their military presence; they
were only interested in reparations and
a public apology for their ruined em-
bassics. At that point Sihanouk weighed
in with a cable warning of Sovict un-
happiness with the demonstrations and
indicating that he had no plans to get
tough with Hanoi's representatives. Lon
Nol and Sirik Matak decided that the
time had come to shut the door on the re-

turning prince. The National Assembly -

and the Council of the Kingdom re-
moved Sihanouk as head of state and
named Assembly Spcaker Cheng Heng
as his acting successor.

~The first sign that Sihanouk might
have lost control came when air con-
trollers at Phnom-Penh's Pochentong
Airport began to turn away incoming air-
liners. A Burma Airways plane, whose

The Communist

students at Vnukovo 1T Airport that he
might establish an cxile government in

‘Moscow or Peking. Earlicr, he had sent

off a cable to his mother quoting Ko-
sygin as having said: “If the extreme
right continues to strike foul blows on
our allics, war is
Cambodia and Viet Nam.” .

Back in Phnom-Penh, Lon Nol and
Sirik Matak had been doing their best
to make Kosygin's allics uncomfortable,
They sent pro forma notes of apology
to the North Victnamese and the Viet
Cong for the damage to their embas-
sics but at the same time handed the
Communists an ultimatum: all of ‘their
troops must be out within three days.

It was an impossible demand, and

" Cambodia’s new lecaders made no move
- to cnforce it. In fact, they made a

passengers inciuded a U.S. Coast Guard

officer en route to Cambodia to nego-
tiate the return of the hijacked Co-
lumbia Eagle (see THE NATION), was

in its approach pattern when it was -

waved off. A few hours later, a gov-
ernment communiqué announced: “In
view of the political crisis created in re-
cent days by the chief of state, Prince Si-
hanouk, and in conlformity with the
constitution, the National Assembly and
the Council of the Kingdom have unan-
imously agreed to withdraw confidence
in Prince Sihanouk.” The coup had a

‘distinctive Cambodian flavor, Some of

the tanks drawn up around public build-
ings in the capital had white kerchicfs
over their gun muzzles, and scores of sol-

. Coming Unstuck _
While Cambodia’s new leadership -

point of announcing that Cambodia

incvitable between

“the Premier and the balance joining

the Pathet Lao. Pathct Lao ministers in
Vientiane, rightfully fearing assassina-
tion, fled to the Plain of Jars in 1963
and formed a rump government. The
right wing made a bid to seize full
power in 1964. At that time, the U.S.
droppad its backing of the rightists and
swung its support to Souvanna, The

“idea of tripartite rule was dead.

Unsettling Element

For the next five years, the strategical-
ly located Plain of Jars remained in
Communist hands; most of the fighting
in that period occurred around the pe-
riphery of the plain, and the Communists
went no farther south. Last fall Vang
Pao’s ClA-backed army, aided by heavy
U.S. air support, succeeded in driving
the Communist forces from the plain.

A

CHENG HENG

LON NOL |

e S

SIRIK MATAK

Enough spontaneily to indicate the popular hatred.

would maintain its traditional policy of |

neutrality and nonalignment. U.S. sourc-
es in Saigon reported some increase in
the number of .enemy troops crossing

into South Viet Nam about the time -
the ultimatum ecxpired, but the Viet -

Cong and North Vietnamese are still es-

Cambodia.

“moved to consolidate its hold, the mili-

Aary situation in Laos continued to dis«
integrate. That was not altogether star-.

dicrs were seen snoozing on the grass,

many without shoes.
Impossible Uitimatum

Sihanouk hcard of his overthrow:

from Soviet Premicr Alcksei Kosygin
in Moscow. At first he took the ncws

o R o el

e

tling: ever since the establishment of a

necutralist tripartitc government in Laos .

Five weeks ago, reinforced North Viet-

namese and Pathet Lao troops reoccu-

pied the plain—and this time they_decid-
ed to go farther. After pausing to resup-
ply, the Communists moved southeast.
Late last week government forces aban-

- doned Sam Thong to the Communists,

- timated to have close to 40,000 men in -

and North Victnamese troops were re-

- ported on the verge of attacking the CIA

as a result of the Geneva accords of -

1962, news from therc had generally
been gloomy. Under the accords, the
country's threc major partics—the Neo
Lao Hak Xat (Communist), the Neutral-
ists undzr Souvanna PPhouma, and the
right wing under General Phoumi Nosa-
van—were to work together in a single
government. Souvanna held the balance
of power as Premicr, and Cabinet posts
were shared by all three groups.. .. |

This solution began to come unstuck’.

lmost as_soon as_it was

center at Long Cheng.
With the government forces in se-
rious troublc, Vientianc stat itn rcine

" forcements, including a number of cxs

tremely young conscripts, Unexpectedly,

~several hundred Thai mercenaries were &
airlifted into Long Cheng by Air Amer- -,

ica, the CIA's Asian airline. This marked
the first time that Thai participation in
the Laos war had. been officially ac-

_ knowledged By the U.S.~—though Thai

artillery units and pilots arc known to
have fought in Laos on scveral pre-
vious occasions. It was a turn of cvents
that intensely displeased doves in Wash-

. ington. “It's too bad,” said Senate For-
eign Reclations Commiittce Chairman *-
- J.W.  Fulbright. “It's a very unsecttling

element.” L
‘As the Comnwunist pressure mounted,
a Pathet Lao cmissary flew into Vien-

¢ced | to-
A B3I8 4. GlARBHE0- 016 HRO0O700 0400841 Souvanna

oontinuad




Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000700040001-3

Phouma. It was assumed that the mes-
sage included a proposal calling for a
conference of Laotian political factions
on the question of a settlement,
for an end to U.S. bombing in Laos,
In the past, Souvanna has countered

- such proposals by insisting that North

Vietnamese troops first be withdrawn

* from his country; this time, in the face

of the North Vietnamese advance to-

ward Long Cheng, there was a faint’

chance that Souvanna might agree to

“ talks. with the Pathet Lao (which is led -

by his half brother Prince Souphanou-

vong). Despite the increased pressure, -

Vientiane remained ' characteristically
tranquil. Even the news of Sihanouk's
overthrow failed to stir much of a re-

action. Most attention was focused on. ..

_ the flamboyant wedding of Souvanna

Phouma'’s son to a Thai model, an event -

»-attended by smiling representatives of
Western and Communist powers,

" A Smile from Thieu

The parallel crises
cvoked - strikingly cautious comments,

Where Cambodia was concerned, of- -

ficials were wary of pronouncements be-

cause no on¢ could firmly count Si-

" hanouk out for good. Given his pop-

~ his removal

A

»1s
o
4

-ular support and his penchant for the -

surprise initiative, Sihanouk may well
remain an important factor in Cam-
bodian politics for some time to come,
To be sure, he was not giving up with-
out a fight. In Peking, he charged that
had been “absolutely il-

legal” and demanded a referendum

under neutral supervision, Both Moscow -
and Pecking emphasized that they still,

considered Sihanouk to be Cambodia's

chief of state. In Washington, Cam-

bodia’s stability is considered essential
to peace in Southeast Asia.

For that reason, a ranking White
House official said: “We're not going

to take any action that could foul us
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BOYISH LAOTIAN GOVERNMENT DEFENDERS NEAR HO CHI MINH TRAII.

and |

in Indochina.

. up. We're playing it cool.” In Saigon,

where Sihanouk has long been con-

sidered a Communist dupe, there was un-.

disguised pleasure. South Viet Nam's
President Nguyen Van Thicu had just
finished telling a group of Asian news-
men, “We can be friendly with a neu-
tralicountry, but ‘neutral’ does not mean
being in complicity with the encmy,”
when an aide handed him the news of Si-
hanouk's downfall. Thicu broke into a
broad grin.

Hanoi's response was, naturally, less

enthusiastic, North Vietnamese successes.

in Laos scenmed to be offset by the un-
certain situation in Cambodia. Without
a guaranteced border sanctuary, Com-
munist forces could expect severe dif-

ficultics, particularly if Cambodian forc- .

cs started acting in conjunction with
allied troops. Would North Viet Nam

fight to keep the sanctuary? That may -
~not be nccessary, In any case, for the .

time being Hanoi appears to be keep-
ing the fighting in South Viet Nam at
a low level. Ho Chi Minh's death last
September miuy well be the reason, Sir
Robert Scott, former British Commis-
snom.r Gc.ncml for Southeast Asia, notes
in Forcign Affairs that the new leaders

in Hanoi “do not now feel the same ur- .

geney to translate Ho's vision:into re-

ality i in his lifetime.” Adds Scott: “There .

is no purpose to be served by s'hcddmg
too much blood to wm what' thcy CXe

pect to win anyway.”

Plus and Minus .
In terms of the Viet Nam conflict,

last week's developments appear to lcave

Washington with one questionable plus

. —Cambodia—and one probable minus
—La0s. Whatever may happen in Laos, -

the U.S. is extremely unlikely to use

- ground troops—as Senator Fulbright in-

formed the world last week by relcas-

ing secret testimony by Secrctary of
State Wllham Rogers. Rogers said that

NIHON DtN' nws

the Nixon Administration had “no pres-
ent plans” to send G.Ls to Luos even if
Communist troops threatened to overrun
it. Nonctheless, Defense Secretary Mel- .

vin Laird indicated that the U.S. would

probably continue to bomb the Ho Chi
Minh Trail. Cambodia could be a plus

. —over the short run, at least—provided

the situation docs not degenerate into an-

. archy and prompt a panicky Hanoi to

mount a full-scale invasion. (Sihanouk
was useful in that he kept Cambodia sta-
ble. If the new regime swings vio-
lently anti-Communist, there could be
serious trouble.) Hanoi, too, had a

mixed week, with a definite plus in -

Laos all but outweighed by a possible

"minus in Cambodia. The survival of

the sanctuary in Cambodia is now in
question; supplies coming through Si-
hanoukville. reportedly have been
slowed, and some Communist troops
may soon begin to feel the pinch of
hunger.

Onc positive factor for everybody
would be a multinational peace con-
ference whose aim would be a set-
tlement embracing all of Indochina, The

- Sovicts have opposcd reconvening the

14 nation Geneva parley until the U.S.
stops its bombing in Laos; the dangers
posed by Sihanouk's departure from
the scene could persuade them to drop
their opposition. Hanoi, with its lifeline

. in Cambodia endangered, now has more

reason to come to the bargaining table.

-A more remote possibility is that the

Communist Chinese, whose foreign pol-
icy is no longer distorted by the lunatic
frenzies of the Cultural Revolution,”

-might be persuaded to join. Last weck’s

demonstration of Indochina’s chronic in-
stability may eventually prove persuasive
enough to bring all the nations con-
cerned to the bargaining table. Nothing,
in all likelihood, could do more to please
Norodom Sthanouk, or Souvanna Phou- -
ma, or Richard Nixon.
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YOUTHFUL PATHET LAO SOLDIERS IN PLAIN: OF JARS AREA

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601 R000700040001-3



BILLTN%S, MONT.

GAZETTE

| MAR 29 1870
Py - 42,441 it
| & = 54,232

* Vietnam Is a Continuing . -
- Tragedy—Mike

. By ROGER HAWTHORNE
Gazette Staff Writer

4

L pemim emm——

. It will be a near miracle” if’

. American troops are withdrawn

; from Southcast Asia within the
next 15-20 months, U. S. Senate

i Majority Leader Mike Mansfield
says

“I wish it would happen. I

" wish they could be gotten out

sooner because I think becoming

i involved in Vietnam was a mis-

. take and a continuing tragedy,” .

the Montana Senator says, with
obvious emotion in his voice.

Mansfield says he doubts

drawn on any large scale be-
cause of developments in Cam-

e e eepot 8

t
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| ‘eastern provinces. of Cambodia
e e e eeraent clear over the northern frontier

to the provincees of Cambodia

clear over the northern frontier
" to the province of Batdambang

on the Thai frontier.

“What will happen now may

well mean that the Chinese will
« - support Sihanouk. He may line

up with the people who used to
. be his enemies—the Viet Cong
and the North Vietnamese.

“It might well be a new ball-
game as far as Cambodia is con-
cerned.

STATINTL

-

1 American troops will be with- |
. which forbade ‘the use of U.S.

ﬁ’:&:g;ﬂa&% ,:,?l":: rd Muang_‘ side. What is being done on our
“That brings them withiin 20° Sid¢ the Royal Laotian side, is-

being done by American planes:
miles of the Thai border. “fromg Meo yh'ibesmen under
WIHEY (the Chinese) have |GeneralVangPao.
about 8,000-10,000 labor troops CM;"“;“eld admits * that the
and antiaircraft  personnel Lentra
guarding these roads. They have
not participated actively except
in defensive actions in that area

in the extreme northern part of

Intelligence  Agency
- Vang-Rao’s.

1yicgp
Meo Arihy. “I think those con-
\ tacts are remaining constant and
' have been the last three or four

buf we have had Mr. (Richar
"Helms (director of the CIA) b
‘fore us S0 wWe have a pretty good
_idea what the situation is there.

"“Last year the Senate passed
the 'Cooper-Church resolution 1

Mansfield |

“pamese on fhe Pathet Lao's |

-1 Combat troops in Laos and Thal-
i 1and unless it was with Congres-
MANSFIELD stopped in Bil- , sional assent.

bodia and Laos.

i

| lings during the Senate break for
} - Easter.

“As far as Vietnam is con-. -

[ cerned, the question why we are

i- there is one that has plagued me

} for many years. We shouldn’t be

’ there.

4' were something on the order ol
" 818,000 casualties in Vietnam
. -alone.

i, “Approximately 50,000 were

- | deaths, 42,000 combat deaths

and 8,000 noncombat deaths.
The rest were wounded.

. i “WE HAVE spent well over-

% '$100 billion in that war to date

and now we have the situation in

* Laos which is taking more in the
I'. way of our resources.

“The Pathet Lao and the

It
!
¢
¥

North Vietnamese have ad-

understand, of the Royal Lao-
tian capital of Luang Prabang.
“The Chinese have built a

'
!
L}
i
*
i
t
¥
4

[

road down from Muong Leo in | peop

¢ Yunnan Province (in China) to
Muong Nhie, They have built an

extension eastward toward.Dien

“©As of last Thursday, there !

d- ;'back to the line to which they
vanced beyond the Plain of | used to advance in other years.
Jars. They are within 20 miles, I 1. '

. “The administration support-
 ed that amendment.

~ I DO NOT eflpect that any {
ground troops will be used, but
it appears that air attacks have

Pao’s - so-called

clandestine
army. :
and the Pathet Lao keep- on
coming. .
« “If they stop where they are
now, it will be a remarking of
the old line (during the. late |
1950's and early 1960's) and -
maybe it will hold for 2-3
months until the rainy season
ends,

“Then the other side will go

“IT’S A terrible war in that

__been stepped up_in_an attempt !
to reinforce (General) Vang

“But the Nbrth Vietnamwe '

| could turn into a tragedy. Re-
; gardless what we think of him

"We do not intend to become
involved CIA or otherwise, and
the Cooper-Church amendment
will be adhered to.”

News reports say Vang Pao !
as 40,000 Meo tribesmen in his
army, which is supported wholly
the CIA, with the army locat-_’
. ed about 40 miles north
” Vietntiane. . '
“What you have in Laos is
differential between the lowland

Lolos who are the highland peo-
ple,” Manstield says.

one another, |
. “The Meos are carrying the
- most of the fighting at this time,

doing the best they can, but it's
* not very well.
_ “In Cambodia, I think that the ;
.+ deposing of Prince Sihanouk

. personally, he did kecp

country because the Laotlons
are probably the most peaceful
le In the world and the
world’s worst fighters.

" “The fighting being done s
being done by the: North. Viet-..

5 Ph 25 miles and one
<i_BienFon 'A"ﬁprov%d Fogr

Cambodia together and he did
maintain a neutrality of sorts.

cre concerncd, He sulfered

Release 2001/03/04 :
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Laotians and the Meo, Yaos, and;
o% an ‘&'Nixon’s ‘request to the United

“
[

" “THEY DON'T get along with |

|

)

suallies for which’ we have .

d -1 '
*RiSPBl5%e 1604R060700040001-3

“*Ag far ag we are concerned, I’

-don’t think we ought to send in
any troops or offer any aid but
stay clear of it completely.

“] HAVE approved the Presi-

| dent’s phased withdraw out of

"

jetnam. My only complaint is
that it isn't fast enough.
“However, the situation
which has developed in Laos and
Cambodia may well bring about
a stop to even that much with-

" Laos _ ! years. | drawal because a situation

\ “T}xe North Vietnamese, ac- “We have become aware ’°f might develop there that would
cording to the President have | that recently. . |.call for the attention of Ameri-

: . : -can personnel.

L oo, e eadorstand, | _ “TT IS NOT public knowledge )/ It would be my hope 2 far 25

Laos is concerned that the two
brothers, Prince  Souphan-
ouvong, head of the Pathet Lao,
and Prime Minister Souvanna
Phouma sent to Souvanna Phou-

\ma and received, I believe,

Wednegday, to see if they can’t”
“work out some sorf of agree-
ment.

o~
]

!

] WOULD hope that the ICC,
the International Control Com-

mission, would be beefed up,
! given more money and use its
i offices to bring about a degree_

of stabilization.
“I would hope that President

Kingdom and the USSR, the co-
chairmen of the Geneva Conven-
tion which set up the neutrality
of Laos in 1962, would call the
Geneva conferences together to
the end that a settlement could
be achieved. .
" “It's my belief that if there is
going to be peace in Laos, there
'is going to have to be peace in
Cambodia and the two Viet-
am's as well. R
“The only way that peace can
| pe ensured, I think, is to have a
‘\ guarantee of neutrality on the

“He had to confront border | part of the Geneva conferees for
\activities @s far as U.S. and , all of Indochina and Thailand as
outh Victnamese operatio well,” Manaficid says.
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V N ) TFighting for Opium

f‘ Americans whose drug addictions are
* limited to the “normal” alcohol, to-.
' . bacco, patent medicine and prescnptlon
. varieties get a chill of horror at reports
"of 60 per cent marijuana use in the ’

v + American Infantry company involved in -

: the My Lai.massacre. Their spines
' tingle with horror at fthe word that the’
" Meo tribsl faction in Laos recruited by
i the US. Central Intelligence Agency *

_into a “cldndestine army” are less in-
r terested in “fighting Communist agres-

gion” than in retaining and acqmrmg»
’;opmm poppy fields. |, °

In South Vietnam and Laos, where
l‘ anarchy and civil war have been going
_on for years, both opium and marijuana
i are readily available and occupy about
* the same place in the scheme of things
} that alcohol and tobacco do here.
: Laotian opium is a special case. Gov~
- ernments have been irying since Theo-|;
; dore Roosevelt’s time to limit growth of ;

--opium poppies to world medicinal needs }

. and to regulate international traffic in’
: opium and its derivatives (which include:
codeine, morphine and heroin). But in .
the chaos of Laos such ‘efforts are large-‘i
ly futile, - i

ot -

Laotian highlands, among the Meos and |

Oplum is the major cash crop in the,‘

other tribes, In this almost roadlessq

STATINTL
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opium dealers (who often double as roy-

¥ S |

al officials) from using U.S. planes to .

" transport their costly freight.

A Air-dropped U.S. arms and. supplies .
made it possible for years for many hill- }
Top Meo villages to retain their inde- ! .

. pendence (and their poppy patches) in '
spite of being surroundeq by Commu--
nist-held. land. Now that most of these
"warrior villagers have been evacuated by
air, the Meos still retain hope of win-
ning back opium fields again, with U.S.

arms and air support. From the Meo:
- point of view, this is all quite logical

; and upright.

‘The CIA and the Pentagon are willing

1
|
!
!

~“to go along, on the theory that this:

s “fighting for freedom.” The Meo view’
_‘that the fight is for opium fields is more
-forthright and ‘more accurate, but It

raises the awkward question, What kind

dgt\buslm zla tha&for ‘the. U‘im&ﬁ _

country, a highivalue cash crop which is

ilow in weight and bulk is an economic*

boon. The Meos consume some of thefr ;

own product and.think they are confer-‘

{ ring & benefit, not harm, in selling it m .

far-off lowlanders. ;. - ‘ , ;
4 - In the ‘early days of Ameﬂdan aid to '

] Laos it Wds. 8 pmhlém to keep; Laoﬂu;j

!,
‘_‘
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How the,

By Denis Warner
HE BIGGEST single deterrent fo &'

-—

s ——

Laos always has been the uncer- ("

.

sive in
tainty about what American reaction
might be. Since the Tet offensive, when
ey o= SN American optimism and
seLvlq interest in  Southeast -

‘Y Asia began to evaporate -

F1has been substantially
5 } less than it used to be, .
¢ " put at least it was bet- i
Y ter than nothing. ‘

Now, after months of
pressure, the Senate |
Foreign Relations
mithee finally “has/! ex-:.
tracted, and. published, |
Nixon Adminis-:

o
.hb\/

o

DENIS
WARNER

a'the admission from the

Y. ground forces in Laos, even if the North
¢ Vietnamese overrun the entire country.
-, In view of the continuing American
% reaction to the war in Vietnam, the
pews can scarcely be said to be a bomb-

.
By
i

. to Laos. But for the security ot Laos' s,

i and the whole region it would have bech '.-Mnﬁiéuo}:‘"--um- R

, better left unsaid, or, if the Senate For-!

" eign Relations Committee insisted on"

1 knowing all, at least kept secret. .
~#  Memories are short these days. Only:

; 20 years have passed since South Korea’

" was excluded from the list of countries

. that came under the shade of the Amers,.
; Jean defense umbrella. The North Ko ,
! reans accepted this as the green light

t  Denis Warner, an Ausirglian jours
: nalist, .has been writing about Southe
. east Asia jor more than 25 yeors.
and the Truman Administration was
forced to do some quick rethinking and
A reacting, at the cost of Immense
amounts of blood and treasure. - b
Things are very different these days..
The United States at the height of its’
: postwar power in 1050 had no , second’
 thoughts about moving to the defense of j
- Koreaand its more vital intesmts-'ln@
of the na-"

<y b e l,..r’nu'l

[

U.S. Called Its Own Blu

‘. otherwise,
: . namese
they want through
budgetary support to the Royal Lao gov-
Com- ;. ernment excepted,
| . always been low key,
admissions of casualties by the Nixon “jonger has
. Administration have now made clear.

- tration that it has no plans for using © ° In fact, if any agency other than the
CIA had been involved in providing the "
- offiiferial support and military guidance{
., for Gen. Vang Pao y
rillas, the point might well have been '
made that the United States was doing “to’ get neutralist

- - - C - i

shell — either to its American allics ,or‘,,ﬁal Lao government. ! . munist hali-brother -Prince Souphanou-

DP80-01601R0
STATINTL

r

[

| game |

in Laos.

noJimits North Vietnamese offen-,  “tion_and the watchdogs of the Senate ministration has been quietly trying tof
Forclgn Relations Commiltee, it is high- 4 persuade Laos that It will soon have no

. ly improbable that any second thoughts :“alternative but to
now would be of a type calculated to , not ~succeed in getting .the message
send waves of G.1.8 across the Mekong. -
In fact, the publication of Defense

quickly, the deterrent, - Secretary Melvin
+ clearly brings appreciably closer the
end to American efforts,

do much less. It did

.. across. This will be easier now, though
the effccts are likely to be quite differ-
ent. Instead of being coaxed to do more, .

the Laoctians can scarcely be blamed if
tity begin to regard the situation as
hopeless. =~ ‘ : .
Under 'pressure to show the state of
- jts mind, the Nixon Administration also .
has becn obliged to show lts hand, and |
A .there is no easier way than this to °
as the grudging .lose the poker game. Since Hanoi no .
any reason to doubt what -
has in its hand, and there*
, are now no lines that it is unsafe to :
cross, there seems 10 be no reason why
, the North Vietnamese -shéuld not now !
and his Meo guer- .. push on as far as they want. ’
This is just as far as may be needed |
Prime Minister Sou- ’
gettle with his Come |

Laird’'s statement

clandestine ot
to prevent the North Viet-
forces from rolling as far as
Laos. Bombing and

these efforts have

-+ ‘Washington

little militarily to help p,regerve,tho.' ““yanna Phouma to

many . months nouvong's own terms. |

iy v -<WUT VL EE Ol

ihe Nizon, Ad- ,yong — on Sot
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- Black Alllance charges fede'rol
crimes in car bombing

1" elosed to be involved in acts of

“ i} The following statement was
i issued March 12 by the Black :

‘I Liberation Alliance in Chica- .

"t We charge the Federal Go- .
.~ vernment withthecrime of wan- -
+ tonly murdering our two bro-
.. .. |thers, Ralph Featherstone and
SR (apparently) William ‘‘Che”
s  Paine,
- We suspect, although we may
[ never be able to prove it, that
1 agents of the Federal Govern- .
ment were directly involved,

o probably because they thought ..

that Brother Rap was in the
car, This is the way that the
CIA has operated all over the.
World, from the Congo

o Laos, from Ghana to Viet-
nam, If they are in the way,
.} people of color and their lea
_® ders are mysteriously blown

) C\ * 1 'to bits, with even less thought

¢+ than if they were bouldersbloc-"
-1 king a road or trees blocking
i aview,
But directly involved or not,
. the Federal Government is res-
.. | ponsible for initiating the chain
./ ' of events that has now resulted

k. in this heincus crime against
. ¢ Black people, Jusi asthe Mayor |

i of Memphis, Tennessee, creat- |
. ; ed the political climate of vio-

2.3 L the wanton murder of Dr. King |

"% fein the spring of 1968, the Fe- .

v« | deral Government today, with t
: its  repressive legislationn
L ‘7 against Movement activists, "

% % such as the “Rap Brown'’ Anti- |

- . ¥ Riot Act and the Anti-Conspi~ ;.’
- 1'racy Act, and its bringing to :
trial of Movement activists on

B
R
. ,f gislation, has now created the !
4 political climate of violenceand -
hysteria which has led to the

" £ wanton murder of these twode-
dxcated hard-working unsung

For the .last many years it is’
the Federal Government itself }
which has been responsible for !

.o"f'ﬁ
L

i in and around the courts, Byits |
* deliberate efforts to muddy-up
* the fundamental distinctionbet=
’ ween ﬁ

¥ crtme, fostered disreg-

180, Robert Lucas, chairman, .

pect for the judicial process
incited to riot and murder, and .
unleashed the most reactionary .,
forces in the nation,

By sending in agent brovoca-

"terrorism charged against Mo-

| vement activists, the charges’

; be brought insteadagainst these
agents and the official agencies

"ged plot by RAM to blow up ;

_the Statue of Liberty, it hasde-~ :. Vi
“liberately instigated ’and sought 1 ggwlgﬁgm‘?ggcéé‘s% .I[,J}I;:E :

“death, ,

' employing them, for conspiring

i to violate the civnl rights of ¢
citizens.

WE CALL UPON THE BLACK

teurs to Movement organiza-
tions, as in the notorious alle- |

to provoke freedom ﬁghters to 3 NATION TO SUPPORT THESE

end in their imprisonment or, i SSARY TO CLEAR UP THE
+- CALCULATED  CONFUSION

THE TIME HAS COME '1"0"s
! BETWEEN POLITICAL OPPO-
TAKE SOME SIGNIFICANT ., girioN AND CRIME, WITH '

!
?
H
4

PG SPPR ST SR LN S

lence and hysteria which led to

- country,

the basis of this repressive le« ;

5 vqeatenr;htve been oraredis~

fighters for human freedom, |’

" the growing chaos and disorder oo

STEPS TO BRING A HALT TO
THIS VIOLENCE AND UNEND-
ING INCITEMENT TO VIO!
LENCE BY THE GOVERN=
MENT. TO THIS'END WE DE=~

! MAND:

1, That the Federal Govern- '
ment itself take the initiative
immediately to move the dis«

. missal of all charges against

H. Rap Brown as wellas against |
all other political defendants,
Black and White, who have been

charged under the Anti-Riot, ' i
Anti-Consplracy Acts and si-

milar repressive legislation, -

2, That steps be taken imme-
diately to repeal the Anti-Riot -
and Anti-Conspiracy Acts. ’

3. That the FBI, the CIA and\j

police departments across th

immediately destroy :
their dossiers on Movementac- -
tivists ‘and that the Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigation -

‘of the Committee on Govern- -

ment Operations of the U,S, Se- -
nate, whose extensive and pub- .
.. lished .hearings have revealed -
only a small part of what is

. contained in these dossters,

. immediately disbanded; o
. 4, That .whatever. agent pro-

[CE Rty rkui.nd r\v\'aMmqu\t

lbwdvﬂom lease 2001/03/04 CIA RDP80

i,

1 WHICH THE GOVERNMENT IS
SEEKING TO DESTROY THE
' MOVEMENT,
i At the same time we call upon
7 Black organizations to appoint
their own legislative commit-
| tees todetermine the guiltypar- 4
.1.ties to this murder and we de-
t mand that the Justice Depart. -

ment and all other officials on ﬁ' N
every level cooperate with this® . -

[ Committee, giving it the right*
to subpoena persons and docu- :
''ments and granting it access |

lated to this and similar crima !
es,

/ment. people to reflect upon the "
need.for Rew forms of organi-
" zations which will minimize fu- |
ture opportunities for the enemy n
to waste our brothers and sis- 1
- ters. ]
We cannot continue to lose our

Medgars, our Malcolms, our'
Martins, our Freds,our. Markl, ;
our Ralphs and our Ches.

! Dan Aldridge " ... /[ "
James Boggs X
;- William Strickland

+{ to all files and information re=- i

In particular, we urge Move-'.‘ '

-01601 R000700040001'

s .

3



Approved For Release 300 1{03(847066A:RBPAGHMA01

WATCHING

28 Msr 1970

el

THE WORLD

with FRANK J. GARDNER

An ounce of prevention?

A CLOAK-AND-DAGGER operation off the West Coast of Africa has :

the offshore oil industty agog.

In what is perhaps the first instance of underwatcr sabotage of
a mobile drilling rig, some rascal tried to sink the Kenting 1 jackup
off the Ivory Coast. That's the rig that’s destined for the Gulf of
Suez to drill a most controversial wildcat for Israel's Oil Routes
Ltd. next to Egypt's El Morgan oil field (oG, Feb. 9, p. n.

As usual in such incidents, very little is known of the who,

- why, when, or where of the attack.

e ——— - ———

Approv{ed F

For several weeks. the Kenting 1 had been undergoing repairs

in Dakar, Sencgal. It was damaged in a severe winter storm while
crossing the Atlantic from castern Canada.

Apparently, while rounding the African.hump, something went
awry, and the rig was towed into shallow water at the port of Abidjan,
Ivory Coast, for a checkover.

There, it's reported, frogmen under cover of darkness tied four .

explosivo charges to the rig's hull, at or néar the water line. The

Whopunit? That’s the big question now. i

_four blasts failed to penctrate the double hull, however, and none .’
.of the crew was injured, There was, of course, some damage to the
. unit’s legs. ’ '

Well, there are lots of possibiliti'c‘s. First off, one would suspect
the Egyptians, but Abidjan is 2,800 miles from Cairo (crow-style), -
and it’s doubtful Egyptian intclligence is that far-flung these days.

Someonc aboard the rig? We pretér this one, for there was just -
a little too much coincidence in the sudden detour, to Abidjan and .
the almost immediate sabotage of the rig. Someone onshore must .
“ have heard from someone offshore that the Kenting would put in at |

© Abidjan. Or was some kind of hanky-panky on ‘board,lh‘e rig

responsible for the nced to go into port?

The industry buzzes with theorics, of course, One, described by !
the offshore press as “way out,” holds that it was the work of the
. -U.S, Central Intclligence Agency. That figurcs, for the CiA habituaily

gets the blame for whatever happens anywhere, -

Still, threc governments involved™—the U.S., Canada, and Britain—
are known to fear that Isracl's sinking a wildcat off the west coast
of the Sinai Peninsula could well sct off an inferno in the Middle

. East. And so, the speculation goes, as an ounce of prevention, any

onc of them may have concluded that it would be better to sacrifice -

a $2.8-million rig than to risk another war.,

Or perhaps the whole thing is simply a matter of predestination, *

The Kenting 1,.2 new rig, has yet to drill a hole, It failed its fiest

assignment in Lake Eric when its legs sank into the lake floor. It

was hcavily damaged in the Atlantic storm, It's been condemncd by *

ovRelcus end001HG3/0urceE [f- RDPB0H 186 1RVYDA08040001 3

now the sabotage.
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Daily World Foreign Department

"U.S. planes made heévy air strikes on Cambodian territory last Tuesday, the
U.S. military command in Saigon revealed yesterday. The.U.S. jet flghter-bomber
raids were ordered on what the U.S. command described as “enemy firing posi-

The U.S. raids were the first
reported since the ouster of
Prince Norodom Sihanouk by an
anti-Communist military group”
fieaded by General Lon Nol,

Saigon delegate, Nguyen Xuan

_Phong, offered to release what

The U.S. command yesterday

also reported the second heavi
est U.S. casualties of this year

“in fighting in South Vietnam.

Last week, 110 Americans were
killed and 864 wounded; Saigon
forces lost 398 killed and 902
wounded.

In continuing fighting in Laos,
U.S. planes’ made repeated air
strikes in tactical support of a
“Royal Lao’ army drive to try
to win back territory lost to the”
Lao Patriotic Front. LPF troops .
were reported to be dug in on a |
ridge three miles north of the .
big U.S. base in northern Laos
at Long Cheng.

The government of Thailand
yesterday requested the recon-
vening of the 1962 Geneva Con-~
ference on Laos, The Thai For-
eign Ministry accused the ,De-
mocratic Republic of Vietnam
of sending troops into Laos but
continues to deny U.S. news re-
ports that thousands of Thai -
troops are fighting there on the |
U.S. side. A United Press Inter-
national report yesterday stated

LV

U.S. MILITARY 52 Sea
DEATH TOLL roR

(41,057
TOYAL DEAD

g I Ty

he saxd were 343 “North cht-
namese’’ prisoners of war ‘‘with
no strings attached” and said he

hoped the DRV would accept”

them. Saigon has never offered

that “‘specially-trained tribesmen '.
from Thailand’’ were airlifted

into Long Cheng by ‘‘Air Amer-
ica,” the ClA-operated airline in
Southeast Asia,

The DRV and the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of
South Vietnam recalled their -
diplomatic representatives {rom
Phnom Penh, Cambodian capital,
for ‘‘consultations,’” and i{ was
announced that diplomats from
all socialist countries will meet
in the Polish Embassy in Phnom
Penh &t a farewell party for the
DRV and PRG representatives. |

. tions” in Cambodia “‘with unknown results.” The air strikes followed B-52 bombing
- attacks all along the Cambodian-South Vietnamese border.

to release any of the estimate&
25,000 National Liberation Front
prisoner of war status.

In Long Binh, South Vletnam¢ :
U.S. Army lxeutenant James B.‘

Duffy, 22 admitted yesterday he
had killed a Vxetnamese prison-
er.

He told a mxhtary tribunal he
had radioed his company com-
mander that the Vietnamese had
been ‘‘shot while trying to es-
cape.”’

“In war, people are going to
get killed,” Duffy said. *This
major told me I was to kill and
not bring back prisoners. I con-

. sidered it part of the war.”

. AbPro¥E FofRéféate 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700040001-3
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Sonamy cmd marijuana —
drug cull illusions spiked

WASHINGTON — *“A majority
of those shooting were marijuana
smokers but not all the marijuana
smokers were shooting."” -

That was how Sen. Thomas J..
Dodd summarized the testimony
March 24 of Vietnam veteran
Charles West, who was with
Company C of the First Battal-
ion of the 20th Infantry at the time
of the mass killings at Songiny of
Vietnamese civilians by U.S.
troops on March 16, 1968. West .
testified af hearings of the Senate
Subcommittee on Juvenile Delin-
quency, and he agreed with Dodd
that that was a correct summa-

tion.
i ——

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700040001-3

" Other remarks by West, and by -

Dr. Joel H. Kaplan, an Army

-psychiatrist who also served in .

Vietnam, take issue with cretain
illusions among drug addicts, es-
pecially those of so-called “‘soft”’
drug users who have built up quite
an argument for using marijuana.
West said he smoked marijuana
twice, and that the second time
when he went on guard duty ‘it
seemed to me the vegetation was
moving. I thought it was people.”™
Dr. Kaplan, who commanded
an Army neruo-psychiatric team
at Nhatrang, Vietnam in 1968 and
1969, said that before going to

. Vietnam he did not consider mari-

juana a dangerous drug. Now,
however, after finding that 3,000
soldiers, or 70 pergént of the men

his eutfit saw in Its outpatient .

clinie, used drugs '‘heavily day in
and day out,” Dr. Kaplan believes
marijuana smoking ‘“‘could have

contributed'’ to the Songmy mas-

sacre if it could be shown that the

" U.S. soldiers were “chromc pot-

heads.”’

~ West said the men on the Song- -
my mission had included ““chronic

users’’ of marijuana.

“‘Before I went to Vietnam,”
said Dr. Kaplan, *if I had heard.
someone saying what I'm saying
today, I would have laughed.”
What he said was this: “Contrary
to many popular -opinions held

cause people to become fearful,
paranoid, extremely angry, and

of murder, rape and aggravated :
assault.”

So much for the lllusxon current .
in the United States that mari-
juana is an innocuous substance-

" that merely makes people feel

relaxed and amiable, with height-
encd sensibilities and sexual po-
tency. '

Other facts brought to light by
the testimony of West and Dr.
"Kaplan give a cue to the preva-
lence of the drug cult which has

. turned off so many young Ameri-
cans from struggling to change .

society and turned them into petty

criminals, the prey of drug ped-

dlers, police informers, or pur-.

poseless and pliable ciphers.

Whether the Pentagon and .its .

money-grubbing accomplices in
the world of high finance permit

* the Senate subcommittee to probe

further and expose the real con-

spirators behind this chemical’

war against U.S. youth remains

to be seen. But the drug cult is

highly lucrative and where
there's loot to be pocketed —
legal or illegal —
is sure to be there, : )

Its web of Intrigue, smuggling,

and hlack marketecering in the .

countries of Indo-Chia is wide-
spread. According to I. Andronov,
A Soviet newsman writing in New

Times of March 3, 1970, this web’
“includes such Free World stal-

warts as Vang Pao, the CIA’s
Meo mercenary leader now at-
tacking the Pathet Lao villages;
General Phoumi Nosavan, once
the CIA’s chief “‘boy' in Laos
who now lives in Thailand; Sai-
gon’s puppet vice president Nguy-
en Cao Ky, ex-chief of the Saigon
air force; Colonel Khu Duc Hung,

- the Siagon military attache in
.here in the states, the drug could :

Vientiane; and the chief profiteers

: and hlack marketeers in Saigon —
. all Americans,
led, in a number of cases, to acts

the Big Money -

13
~Observer,
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‘Vietnamizine’ Cambodia |
S ;

World opinion will hold the United "States directly -
responsible for any future strife involving Cambodia, -
‘where a pro-U.S. rightist military group has seized po-
-wer and proclaimed the ouster of Prince Norodom Si-
hanouk. : - : : B}
The Cambodian coup comes at a time when the =/

U.S. Central Intelligence Agency is active all over the V.
world: the attempt on the life of President Makarios’

of Cyprus, the abortive coup against the new People’s- )
Republic of the Congo-Brazzaville the intensification of \/
the CIA “dirty war” in Laos, involving the use of U.S.

and Thai ground troops and a U.S. terrorist air bom-
bardment.

' Cambodia, under Sihanouk, stood up to Washington's
empire builders and defied thtem. This is why the U.S.
for years tried to overthrow Sihanouk. :

Sihanouk immediately recognized the mnew Provi- .
sional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam last
year as the real representative of the South Vietna- .
mese people, developed close and friendly ties with the
Democratic Republic of Vietnam and worked to end
‘the war in Laos on the basis of the 1962 Geneva Agree-
ment, )

‘ This policy cost Cambodia heavily, in daily U.S.-
Saigon air raids which killed and wounded hundreds \/
of peaceful Cambodian villagers, in CIA-led armed re- |
bellions inside Cambodia, in U.S. threats to invade’
Cambodia and to crush Sihanouk with force.

. Both the DRV and PRG have branded the Cambo-
dian coup a CIA operation, and there are few who
. will doubt it considering the background of the coup.,
Sihanouk, according to U.S. news reports, is still im-'
mensely popular in Cambodia and the new regime is
nervous about any attempted return he might make. i

The Nixon administration’s pious humbug -about !
“‘Vietnamization™ in the light of developments in Laos, !
Cambodia and Thailand can now be pinncd down for:
what it is—“Vietnamization’ means spreading the Viet- |
nam war all over Southeast Asia., . o

If a Cambodian revolt against the millionaire pro- *
U.S. General Lon Nol produces a second Vietnam in:

this hitherto neutral country, Nixon and the CIA \_vill'i N
have to be given the full credit for that kind of .*Viet-!
| namization,” L e

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R000700040001-3 |
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Cambodia, Laos: Acid-Test

for the Nixon Doctrine

BY ROBERT S. ELEGANT

The Vietnam war has heen vitally | Weak Cambodian forces can roh- .. Washington virtually invited the
"affected by outside events: The , ably do little more than harasg the “1nvasin_n of Lans through a .Hena;‘e .
removal of Prince Norodom Sihan- ', Communist invaders. Still, halting .. resolution Jast Deg:cmber :mgI the
ouk of Cambodia and the sustained Il supplies. and co-ordinating ‘intel- “deliberate imprecision of the 3 ;xpn .
Communist drive against T.aos. ! Jigence could severely impede their . Doctrine. Afl‘thpup_g; th?tt;‘tm;;eni rs;]\g;\
Those events prove afresh ‘the ed desirable a '

operations in Vietnam — if Cambo- . appear | .
obvious propositions Americans are " dia avoids crippling civil war. L unpredictable events cenlering on
Joath to accept: external develop- .+, But. th

e Ho Chi Minh Trail ' Vietnam ‘have, once again, flung a -
ments deeply influence the Vietnam .through Laos remains the key.:; cm{‘(‘f&?é:ﬁ&”g{:& qa“ opportuni '
conflict; and. the corallary, the ' Receding hefore the powerful Com- /° American ublic opinlon debars’
‘sutcome in Victnam will directly { munist drive, Air America, the CIA Vysing a few Ax;ncrican o ons o Lurn .
¢hape Lhe future of Southeast Asia 1. girline, has already .withdrawn, the gtide A Yet we TUSL,-
and. indi|~ccl])-, lhe rest 0[ ‘-he Woﬂd. ‘,‘:' 'plnnes [rom fﬂrWard bases. Udnrn \n' somehnw. Consou.;:‘ 1o the CﬂmbOdi- .

The shilts in the equilibrium of.? ‘Thailand is likely to be the main’ gy advantage, avoid a Laotian'’
‘power raise an immediate question: " .new base for essential air support. ‘. debacle—and, thus, mov otowards a ¢
. Are they good for Asians—and ' Since Thai troops just -commiitted J Yietnamese success.. B T
Americans? . .cannot halt the Communist drive, o~ ] e ot

The answer at this stage js a - .Hanol can take all Laos at will, -
resounding "Maybe!" ‘The prospects - The Nixon Doctring which. Teft"

.are almost equally balanced. The open the po‘smblhty' of ar_med'assmt-_;.;

new toughness toward Viet Cong’ fance to Asian ‘nafions invaded bhy-

units in Cambodia is largely offiet hy .« foreign troops, Is being tested. North.

the imminent threat of Communist, .. Vietnam has invaded Laos to pro<. -

control of Lantian supply lines. “»':gect ils channel of reinforcement— . -

*One feared deprivation has,  -and to try.the President.. If Laos.:

_however, heen posiponed. Prince . - falls, all rules will change, =
' Sihanouk has not ceased his prillle .~ - Though s effect is limited, «
‘ant performance on the Asian stage. ' bombing the trail could presuniably =
' S ™ -.continue~if_requested by a govern- '

* A *ment in exile, But tribal drregulars ;

. ; . “organized hy the CIA and Special. A -
I.“%:;%h:gegas‘\-‘g:twnvfi:‘f;a?:g:e",. Forces couk{ no longer harass North ¢+ .0
{nfiltration of Cambodia and, later, .. l\’letnamesg. ‘replacements effective: ;
imnplicitly endorsed that infiltration. :
. e From the unlikely platform of

- Peking, declared thal he wnuld nob
grck to regain power and, laler,

B

"~ Moreover, the .,]lws'ycholb'g'iéﬂ ef-y
‘fects would be shattering. The!
_Uni%e‘d .Sla‘t%s would hav? dexlnon-'
' : trably failed to protect its allies Coor

. raiced the banner of a "national sirabi) v

h . . . “and Thailand would he wholly .
Jlll‘}\):(;‘:’l"}:":fl :i‘lrl;‘gar to regain POWEr  yyinerable to Communist infiltra-: °

e Finally, prociaimer a new PO o e lapa might Well -
'%Cri’lll:;“;"ig‘&“%}'“}ég‘r’npﬁ Egéa“}g‘:;_l , cohglutdr:a\ that they had after all .
hodia).” The official abhreviation, his - made t evwrong move..
statement meticulously notes, is .. R L

FUNK. : . : Lo I
. Though Sihanouk still commands | Sihanouk is now in Peking, and ... .

some popular support, FUNK is not {he Chincse have staked out, Phong- . = .
. Jikely o topple the new regime—. galy in northwest Liaos as an area of v

.ever, with Viet Cong assistance,  Bpeclal influence. Washington and -

Cambodian, American and South. . Peking are, thcrefore, met in ar.
¢ Vietnamese Lroops are already co- " direct psychological confrontation.”,
operating aguinst. Communist con~ *

Peking apparently is not primarily

.-centrations on the horder, while intercsted In  “liberating” :South; ‘ v:\, n.-.“
‘. Phnom Penh can casily turn off" Vietnam or Cambodia, But Peking is,
: . witally concerned to strengthen s’ v

massive supplies now flowing to the .

Yiet Cong through Slanoukville. huffer states — Communist Norih

. Vietnam and potentially Communist
L LMON, e _ C
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‘Souvanna t
Replies to |
Pathet Lao

Irom News Dispatches

VIENTIANE, March 26 —
Laotian  Dremier Souvanna
Phouma today wired Prince
Souphanouvong, ithe head of
the Pathet Laos, complaining
of North Vietnamese “interfer-
ence” in thelr country.

+ The telegram, viewed here
primarily @s a means of call-
ing attention to the presence
of the 50,000 or more North
Vienamese troops in Laos, did
not constitute a reply to Sou-
phanouvony's five-point peace
plan, which Prince Souvanna
sald In his cable “we are In
the process of studying.”

Souvanna said, “In your let.
ter of the 22d of this month,
you have proposed that the In-
ternational Control Commis-
sion should supervise the pres-
ence of foreign tronps in both
zones.

“The royal government only
knows about the interference
of North Vietnamese troops in
Laos for many ycars now. This
is a problem that you have
chosen not to mentlon either
in your five-point programs or
in other messages.”

Asked in an Interview
whether he thought there way
a possibility of an agrcement
with the Pathet Lao, the pre-
mier sald: “It is rather diffi-
cult because the given conds-
tlons are considered by us as
unacceptable.” He said that if
his povernment agreed to an
American bombing halt, it
would be a unilateral conces.
sion to the Communists.

North Vietnamese offensive is
may have a link with develop-

ments in Cambodia and Sout
Vietnam. :

by North Vietnam,” said Sou-
vanna, ' .

the beginning of “a different”
crisis” in Southeast Asia that

“It-is a desire for hegemony

Approved For Release 20654703404 NcCIA REBP80-01601R00
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“I belicve North Vietnam
was aware beforchand of what

That's why they started an of-
fensive, In order to put the Pa.
thet Lao in a strong position
for conversation with us.” .
Mecanwhile, sporadic fight-
ing continued around the CIA
base at Long Tieng,
west of the Plain of Jars.
Military sources sald North
Vietnamese troops launched
company-sized attacks against.
two government positions on'
Skyline Ridge, a hill overlook-
ing the base, The sources said

casualties. o .

Souvanna said the present-

would happen in Cambodia.

south-’

both atitacks were repulsed
 with “very light” government

STATINTL
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. state prisoners

structionist® that Mr, Nixon promlised to
appoint when he campaigned for the Presi-
dency.

In speeches across the country, Mr. Nixon

. promised to name men to the high court who

would “interpret” the law, not “make” it.

In 11 years as n Federal District judge in
Tallnhassee, Fia, and in slx months 68 &
niember of the United States Court of Ap~
peals for the Fifth Circult, Judge Carswell
sprinkled the lawbooks wih opintons on mat-
ters ranging from clvil rights to the legnlity
of Florlda's poultry law.

Throughout these opinions runs & con=
sistent tendeney to view the law as a neutral
device for scitling disputes, and not as a
force for elther legal innovation or soclal
change.

AN IRONIC COMPARISON

An ironle byproduct of this consistency
is that Judge Carswell's judicial record 1s
more conservative than that of Judge Cle-
ment F. Haynsworth Jr., who was defeated
for confirmation to the same seat by liberal
forces that branded him as & conservative
who was ‘“hot n contemporary man of the
times."”

Judge Haynsworth was ahead of the Su-
preme Court in devising fuller review for
in Federal habeas corpus
proceedings, and occastonally antlcipated the
high court in ruling In favor of Negroes in
civil rights cnses.

An exact comparison with Judge Carswell
is difMcult, ns the new nominee served as &
trinl judge much of the time, and most of
his opinions denlt with day-to-day issues
rather than sweeping constitutional matters,

But the lawbooks contain at least 26 ap--

peliate opinions he wrote when he sat, A8
District judges frequently do, on the Court
of Appeals.

These opinions reveal a jurist who hesl=
tates to use judicial power unless the need
_is clear and demanding; who finds few con«

troversies that cannot be settled by invoks .

ing some settled precedent, and who rarely
finds the nced to refer to the social cons
filet outside the courtroom that brought his
cases before him.

- ATTITUDE OF RESTRAINT

This attitude of restraint has generated
friction only in the field of civil rights,
where Judge Carswell's policy of sticking with
settled precedents until change came from
higher courts had the result of allowing dila-
tory school officlals to delay segregation,

An example was provided when parcnts of

. Negro children In the Pensacola area sued to

break up the segregation of faculty and stails
in the formerly all-black school, Although
the higher courts had not sald in 50 many
words that faculty, as well as student, segre-~
gation must end, lawyers for the Negroes
argued that these courts could not have
meant that the newly integrated schools
would be staffed with all-black and all-white
faculties, Judge Carswell ruled otherwise,
“The Brown cases,” he wrote, referring to
the Supreme Court's landmark school de-
cistons of 1054 and 1065, “hold that the segre=
gatlon of white and Nepro children on tho

basis of race denlea to Negro children equal -

protection of the laws punrantecd by the 14th
Amendment to the Constitution.” e put the

word *‘children” In italles, and went on to .

state that these declsons and subsequent ones

by the Fifth Circult did not reach the gues-

tion of facuity desegregation,

NOT DIRECTLY AT ISSUE
*This court can not indulge in a presump-

* tlon that these Federal courts decided the

points of law asserted by plaintiff by infer=
enca,” he sald, because staff mombers’ rights
were not directly at issue In those cases.
Finslly, he declared, students have no
standing to intervens in such matters: "Stu«
dents hereln can no more complain of injury
t0 themselves of the selection or asslgnment

of teachers than they ¢an bring action %0 of Appeals ordered » eofi-drink company 0

STATINTL
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enjoin the assignment to the school of teache

ers who were too strict or too Jenlent.”

Some civil rights lawyers who have ap-
peared before Judge Carswell have charged
that his tendency to issue declaratory judg-
ments rather than injunctions—to hand

_down limited descgregntion orders rather
than sweeplng ones—wns & convenient use
of judicial sclf-restraint to cloak segregation-
st sympathies.

Leroy D, Clark, & professor of law nt New
york University, who formerly headed the
operatlons of the N.AA.CP, Legal Defense
and Educational Fund, Inc., in northern Flor=-"
ida, nsserted In an interview today that Judge
Carswell had repeatedly delayed school cases
by falling to rule until pressed to do so,
and thon by often issuing declslons that were

alpably wrong and guickly reversed,

"we would have a hearing and it woul
take several months for him to rule,” Mr
Clark said. “I would have to file a motion
ask him ‘would you please rule?’—which 1
outrageous,

“1t was my view that of the Federal District
Judges I appenred before, Harrold Carswell
was clearly the most openly and blatantly
segregationtst, e was a clever and an intelll-
gent man, 50 that when he wes wrong on the
jaw 1t wasn't because he didn't know what
the law was—it was because he was blased.”
% % s wrote a  political science dis-
sertation In 1068 that analyzed the civil.
rights decisions ‘of the 31 Federal District

. Judges appointed to posts in the Deep South

between 1953 and 1963,

When she ranked the 31 judges in terms
of the number of times they had ruled in-
favor of Negro plaintiffs' position, Judge
Carswell ranked 23d. Her study showed that,

; of his civil rights decisions to b+ appenled,

60 per cent were reversed.

In most of these cases, Judge Carswell
would hsve had to move beyond clearly
pettled precedents to rule in favor of the
civil rights position. When these precedents
have existed, He has struck down segrega-
tion in crisp forthright opinions. -

In 1065, he declared that the barber shop
in Tallahassdée's Duval Hotel had to serve
- Negroes under the public nccommodations

provision of the Civil Rights Act of 1064.

He brushed aslde a barber’s assertion that

- he was not covered because 95 per cent of the

in the hotel. “From a reading of the act it
18 clenr,” Judge Carswell observed, “that
. relative percentages of local, as compared to

transient, customers may not be used as cri-

teria to dotermine coverage.”
PROSPECTS BRIGHTER

In 1060 when Tallahassee Negroes sued to
descgregate the counters, walting rooms and-
restrooms In the city-owned alrport, he did
not hesitato to order desegregation. .

Even though Judge Carswell’s clvil rights
record may be fully as objectionable to civil
rights forces as that of Judge Haynsworth,
the new nominee's prospects for confirma-
tion seem much brighter, partly because he
hay not antagonized .organized labor &8
Judgo Haynsworth had. .

Federnl District Judges rarely rule on inbor
cnses, which aro usunily appenled from tho
‘Nntionol Lobor Relations Board directly to
a Court of Appenls. -

Tom MHarrls, the official of the American
Federation of Labor and Congress of Indus-’
trinl Organizations who lod the successful
attack against Judge Haynsworth, sald to-
day that Judge Carswell “docsn’'t appear to
Jhave a significant record on labor cases.” He

s

" pppose him. .

The few labor opinions that Judge Cerse
_well has written reflect his reticence to use
judicial power and his tendency not to ex-
tend the judiciary’s power, ,

SOME DISSKNTING OPINIONS
In one decision, when & thres-judge Court

. WHY THE LONG DELAY IN RELEAS-

'that we have never suggested the entire

21970

comply with the minlmum wage laws, ho
dissented, saying: “It is my view that th
injunctlve power of courts should never
invoked lightly, nor should it be converted
into o mere minlsterial function triggered
automatically upon tho finding of an infrac-
tion of tho iaw.”

Judge Carswell’s opinions tend to be

‘ﬁ.

STATINT

. bloodless documents, setting out the facts
< and the precedents, then briskly coming to

a conclusion that ls sald to be within the
precedents. - y

Ho 18 not glven to brond statements of his -
philosophy, but his creed at this polnt in N
his carcer secms to have been summed up ’
in one statriment from an opinion he wrote -
shortly sficr he became a judge in 1958:
"Eatablished Jaw, with Its imperfections,
must.nonetheless be applied a3 it Is and not »
on the predliections of the court.”

ING THE LAOS TESTIMONY

Mr. BYMINGTON. Mr. President, it Is
now more than 5 months since the Sub-
committee of the Foreign Relations
Committce on U.8, Security Agreements
and Commitments Abroad completed its
hearings on Laos. .
The record of those hearings remains ’
classificd top sceret at the insistence of -
the State Department. That record con-
tains a great deal of information about
U.S. activities in Laos which the Ameri-
can people should know and have a right '
to know. Repeated attempts on the part - .
of the subcommittee to persuade the
State Department to declassify portions
of the record, however, have been to no* |
avail.
We want it to be clear, Mr, President,

record should be published. I agree it .
contains some material which should not ., "

_be published. But it contains a great deal - - -
of material which should be published

- if the American people are to maintain , *. Y.

that proper confidence in their Govern- - -

.ment. . o
customers were local people and not guests -

Almost daily the press makes more = ° -
revelations—or raises more questions— .
about what is going on in Laos, and in -
Thailand as it affects Laos.

The Washington Star, in a dispatch

. by Henry 8. Bradsher from Udorn, Thal- S

land, March 15, described how the air
war in Laos is run out of seven bases in ‘-
Thailand, sometimes with unmarked Lo
planes, Lot
The Washington Post on March 16, o
in a dispateh by T. D. Allman from - i
Vientlane, reported in detail how 12 = .
Americans were killed 2 years ago de- !
fending a secrct nir navigation facility
at Phou Pha Thi, Laos. S .
The Washington Star on March 17, in +,  »
a dispalch by Tammy Arbuckle, de- -.
scribed the evacuation of Sam Thong, . " - -
Laos, by Alr America. This story went i
on to say that there have been approxi- "
mately 70 Americans in the Sam Thong- - = - ©
Long Chien area armed with M-16 rifles
and captured Communist AK-47 subma-

".chineguns, . .
zald the AFL-CIO had no plans as present to | ’

In a dispatch from Vientiane March
20, the Assoclated Press reported that * .
two Thai battalions have been fiown to _ -~
Long Chien in U.8. clvil aircraft-to help
defend that Army base from an expected
North Vieinamese onslaught.

©On March 33, a story from Bangkok by

Jack Foisie in the Washington Post de«
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- dian chief of state, remains in !

wcroment. | .
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The Cambodian government has advised
down the port of Sihanoukville to what it says are
cong” in South Vietnam. The
special briefing by the Cambodian Foreign

A Foreign Office spokesman |:
also disclosed that the Embassy

of the Polish People’s Republic_(‘:
but .
' telligence Agency.

was being closed down,
denied knowing why or whether’
this meant a break in Polish-
Cambodian relations, Poland; to--
gether with Canada and India,
is a member of the International |
Control Commission (ICC) set |

-up by the 1954 Geneva Agree-

ment to watch, over Cambedia’s
neutrality. '
General Lon Nol,
forces commander and new anti- |
Communist premier of Cambodia-’,
was reported to be on the verge -’

of renaming Sihanoukville and '

proclaiming a republic. i

The reports, from officlal Camr-’

bodian sources, said that in a’,’
.cayseway. Ships of up to 15,000

few weeks Cambodia’s constitu-

. tional monarchy would be de- i'
“clared abolished. The monarch—::
Queen Kossamiak—is under heavy .
guard in Phnom Penh. Prince °

Norodom Sihanouk, the Cambo- .

Peking, where he has announced |

‘he will form a liberation army .-

to overthrow the Lon Nol gov-

Lon Nol has already suspend-

"ed all civil rights provisions of .
, the Cambeodian constitution, un-.

der the “full powers” granted

. him by the National Assembly

last week. He has accused Siha- -

‘nouk of being a ‘‘dictator” and.

of secretly signing an agreement
with the “*Vietcong™ to transship
arms from China across Cambo-
dian territory into South Viet-
nam. .
‘Warning by Pravda
Pravda, the Soviet Communist
Party newspaper, yesterday
praised Sihanouk’s policy of neu-
tralism and said any changes by

the Lon Nol government would

“regime nor the U.S. has offered

the armed |
" new port city for Cambodia.

DAILY WORLD

Daily World Foreign Department

ships

encourage a U.S.-backed war °

Lon Nol government was sup-

Western dip

move was announced yester
Office in the capital of Phnom Penh.

bearing arms to

lomats that it is closing
the “Viet-"

B

day to the diplomats in a

-~ |cambodia dicator acls

olish embassy -

K

-

- portheast of the capital of Vien-"-
over all of Indochina. It said the : tiane. - . '

Lao .. Patriotic

Front forces’

ported by the U.S. Central In-f have captured a Thai mercenary.

Neither the new ‘Cambodian !

any evidence of ‘their charges
that Sihanoukville was heing’
used for arms shipments to the
National ‘Liberation Front in
South Vietnam. .
Sihanoukville, on the Gulf of
Thailand, was built in 1960 as a

Previously, all traffic had to use
‘the Mekong River (through South
Vietnam) to reach Phnom Penh.
The main port facilities at Siha-,
noukville today are a 900 foot
wharf reached by a 600 foot

tons ican discharge cargoes on-

/" flown into besieged Long Cheng™

“by the CIA-operated airline “Airs.

+ the U.S. base at Long Cheng and
‘Ta.

~

both sides of the wharf, but this
is a rather slow process since
no cranes have been installed in
the dock area as yet. Sihanouk- :
ville still remains to be linked ;
to the interior by railroad.

- Battles in northern Laos con- !
tinued yesterday around the main

~ for direct contact with Washing-
Lton. . ) .

then to another base at Muong

He said there were 600 Thai
" troops at Long Cheng under joint .
U.S.-Thai command, and that 40
Thai paratroop officers serve as’,
- Lao General Vang Pao’s staff, "
‘while 30 more (officially listed
_as “interpreters’’) directly super- )
. vise combat operations. He aiso -
-.said at Long Cheng the CIA had -
. set up a communications center

-~ America.” Angnet, admitted that "
_he had served under the com- .
mand of the U.S. military mis-~*
" sion in .Vientiane. He said in .
‘January, 1968, he was sent to’

A
Tes W

PR

<

The. interview with this Thai *

mercenary. was published by .

Vietnamese News Agency of the
. Democratic  Republic _of_Viet- -
. CiA base of Long Cheng, 75 miles , nam. ~ ' ——
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' By T.D. All d L ‘ | { :

vy T.D. Allman aroun ong ‘Tieng last night{cans plan the defense of the |ramese troops late last week ;

Special to The Washington Post and today. CIA base, which is also thd{regained Ban Hat Teu and two -

. 'VIENTIANE, March 25--| Military sources sald today|headquarters for Meo General | nearby viliages that govern-
When Laotian government they were optimistic that|Vang Pao's clandcsiine army. ment troops had taken in an’
'trlgops reoccupled Skyline 1, a Long Tieng, menaced by five] The sourccs said they were American-assisted airhorne op-.
'hill position two miles north | North  Vietnamese battalions optimistic about Long Tieng|eration six weeks ago. f
of Long Ticng, they re-cstab- since the fall of Sam Thong| because of what they called its| All three villages lie on the
llished a measure of sceurity last week, could be defended. |ideal defensive position ring|Mekong, about 30 miles west
for that important base and Some 800 Thal troops have|of high, government-held hills of the royal capital of Luang’
also for a vital U.S. telecom- | been flown there to bolster de- | and because of the difficulty | Pratiang, Government troops«
munications station ncarby. fenses. Rellab.le sources said|the Communists would have |reportedly suffered extremely-
The station, known as Sky-|today the Thais would man ar- with the rough terrain and in- |heavy casualties in last week's 1
.line 2. provides a beacon for tillery positions. ) tensive U.S. bombing. fighting. . -3
U.S. bombers operating in U.S. sources denied reports Meanwhile, in northern| Military sources sald'toda‘y,'
‘northeast Laos and also serves | that they were led by Amerl- |Laos, government. troops are|the apparent alm of the Com- -
as a relay for U.S. and Laotian can Special Forces. reportedly continuing’ to re-|munist attacks around Ban.*
military communications. Other reliable sources, how-|treat following their loss of |Hat Teu was to cut river, -
f Military sources said today|ever; have reported an In-|three upper Mekong River vil- traffic between Luang Pl'ﬂ-’!.
‘that U.S personnel had been |crease fn American personnel |lages. . .o .. .|bang and Ban Hoeul Bal, 100, -
‘evacuated from Skyline 2 but{at Long Tieng:as the Ameri-| ‘Pathet'Lao and North Viet-|miles upstream.. . - :o |
_that the station's automatic |ace ikt N EAIT Sl and [T IR R NE R P 2V ATTIN SRR TR NULVEY oW L j‘;.f..d
‘equipment could continue to ’ o B o R ‘
.function so long as periodie, LT o ‘ :
“maintenance can be per-’ PN
‘formed. o R A
; Early this morning, two) - .o oo e R
INorth Vietnamese. battalions T ST DT
attacked another government Do S Y L
‘position six miles north of T N S e e
‘Long Tieng. The military: . -~ . .. o5 Lo e :
“sources said government e o Lo R s
rtroops withstood the attack o LN L e R
*until dawn, when U.S. alreraft
‘intervened and the Commu-
‘nists withdrew.
+ A so-called Spooky gunship,| R S
-a propeller-driven plane heavi- A S
‘ly equipped ' with machine B P R
-guns and flying from a base S
.in Thailand also reportedly
strafed ‘Communist -positions

» " . 8wt buibiaalbidh
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Purge

reported cont

Cambodia's new rightist military regime reacted
Peking broadcast in which Prince
«Cambodian national-liberation
can imperialists’ and their puppets in Cambodia.

General Lon Nol, the Cambo-
dian armed forces commander,
who headed the coup which pro-
claimed Sihanouk's ouster, last
Wednesday, pushed ahead with
a purge of Sihanouk’s supporters
from the government, the army
and the Sangkum party.

. Sihanouk will be tried  for
high treason if e tries to re-
turn to Cambodia, the new re-
gime has indicated. Lon Nol's
government has tried to remove

every possible trace of Sihanouk,’

but U.S. reporters found that the
prince is still popular with ordi-
nary Cambodlan paopla.

The Hanol newspaper, ‘‘Nhan.

Dan,” organ of the Vietnamese jquest full powers

Workers' Party, said on Tues-
day: ‘‘U.S. intrigues in Cambo-
dia show the extremely reaction-
‘ary nature of the Nixon admini-
stration, which despite hcavy de-
feats, is still looking for ways
of expanding and protracting the
:war in Indochina.'" The news-
paper called the Cambodian peo-
. ple ‘‘our comrades-in-arms in
* the struggle against our common
ienemy—American imperialism."”
Giai Phong (“Liberation").
: News Agency, the official press
service of the Provisional Revo-

lutionary Government of South’

Vietnam, . said yesterday: *‘The

. danger of aggression against .

Cambodia, and against Vietnam
and Laos as well, comes from
the U.S. and its puppets. The
‘way to eradicate this danger is
to unite in
American ag_gremn." )

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 :

.Dan,” a Hanoi newspaper, blunt- -

- the military.”’

; tional halt” to U.S. bombings .
_Laos, in prder to demonstrate .

the struggle against R
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in Camboecla -
AUING

Daily World Forcign Department

swiftly yesterday to a Radio
Norodom Sihanouk called for formation of a
army’’ to carry on the “struggle against the Ameri-

”

CIA role stressed

- the ;‘Royal Lao" government's
On Monday, ‘‘Quan Doi Nhan

genuine interest in a peaceful

scttiement. .
ly stated that “the coup in Cam-  The LPF accused President 3

bodia was staged with'the par-  Nixon directly. of wescalating the
ticipation of the U.S. CIA. - war in Laos to an unprecedent-
The Paris daily, “Combat,“ ed degree.” and warned Pre-
wrote: “There is no doubt that * mier Souvanna Phouma that he
the White House was informed .«myst bear full responsibility
in advance of the Cambodian personally for the dangerous site -
coup and approved it.” _.uation in the country."” -
In interview printed yesterday  The only basis for peace, the -
by the Times of London, the  LPF said, is the five-point LPF. .
new Cambodian ruler, Gen. Lon /peace plan calling for a cease:
Nol, denied working with they fire, an end to U.S. involvement,
.CIA, _ - _ and a provisional coalition gov-
‘\Wa, as tha government of sal=  ernment prior to national elec:
vation,”” he sald, "had to re-. tons, as foreseen by the 1983
in order to | Geneval Agreements on Laos.
“protect all those demonstrators.” e e e
He was referring to the thou- °
sands of pcople who sacked the . -
DRV and PRG embassies in IR
Phnom Phnh two weeks age .
New York Times reporter -
Henry Kamm wrote on March V!
14 that the mobs '“‘were believ- -
ed to have been instigated by

The Lao Patriotic Front radio -
late Monday broadcast the peace . '
proposals sent by LPF leader p o
Prince Souphanouvong to ‘“Royal T
Lao’ Premicr Souvanna Phouma, | . = oo
The broadcast said the LPF Co e R
asked Souvanna to call an *“im= - - 7 S
mediate, complete and uncondi- " - B oo

in
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Los Angeles — (UPI) — Rep.|were related to .tribal antag-
John V, Tunney last night|ohisms "and the opium fields
charged the Nixon Adminis-jare the prize.

tration with involving Amer-
JMcan troops in a Laotian tribal |ducing four to ten tons of
war being fought over one of | marketable opium annually, he
the world’s largest opium grow-|said, which refined as heroin
ing regions. i ' -(would bring nearly $900 miltion
' “The CIA has committed the|on the American market. ,
Uit es to support a| “It is not impossible .to be-
faction of Meo tribesmen .led|lieve that our - unexplained
by General Vang Pao, whose actions in northern Laos could
;sole objective is to dominate|be a wvital link in the chain of;
iother factions of this opium-|drug traffic to the United

Congressman'Links War in LaostoU.S. Heroin Traffic:

The area is capable of pro'"

{producing tribe throughout
iporthern Laos,” he said. -
" Tunney, seeking the Demo-
‘eratic nomination for the U:S.
Senate, told the Wilshire Cham-

States,” he continued. 4

ber of Commerte, that recent

-~

CIA-RDP80-01&0r¥R0BIa700040001 -3l

\

territory, it is within the realm tﬁe"ﬂ'.~f.s,\govér;mept could be
of possibility that the clandesj aiding and, wabetting -.

tine yet official operatioris of) traffic here at home.” .

“By providing military assist-
ance, air support and munition
to the Meo tribesmen; by rein-

forcing their efforts with Tha;

and American troops; by assist.

|battles over the Plain of Jars ing them. in maintaining their
AT A1 Y nnw,v gt LIFI L diuhdodinial L . ™ ﬁ: . il

\
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' COVERS ALL OF INDOCHINA® . il

i Thais Are Only Part £

. Of U.S. “Secret Army’ oS

t, o
i: « By TAMMY ARBUCKLE have killed Communist lead- ' e " : : . o Lo
b Special to The Star ‘ers, destroyed key links in . ST o R
{  VIENTIANE — The Thai Communist communications | : ' - :
* troops who nave Joi"cd the . and lopistics and, tied dOV.Vn A B, 7 [ .. v
: fighting in Laos are part of an large numbers of Communist et
American-directed “secret soldiers in defensive actions. : -
army” which operates all  In Laos the secret army has

P . N L
oy - .

through Southeast Asia. wiped out Communist hcad-

~ Making up its units are quarters and taken over prison

" Cambodians, Vietnamese, c¢amps and rescued inmates, | = 7. - o
Chinese and Laotians, aswell = On one occasion in South Lt

_as Thais and various hill Laos, a guerrilla groupinone | [°° e :

tribes, such as the Meos who - night operation wiped out a
_ have been active on thePlain prison camp controlled by Pa- s
. of Jars. ) _thet Lao guards and rescued . . * .
Its operations extend into ' 59 prisoners, crossing back
northeast Burma, China's * into Thailand before the Com- . -
. Yunnan Province, North Viet- < munists could strike back. 4 oo e
nam, South Vietnam, Cambod- . The 'Thai  force at Long ‘ S T
ia and Thailand — all partof Chien, which helped yesterday | .~ .- 7 -0 " =
"the guerrilla war fought by ' to clear a ridge overlooking | .. =~ SR
both - Communist and anti- = the base, may belistedasthe | . - -7 " - 0
Communist forces for many Secret army’s latest success. S A
yéars in this part of the world, - About 1,000 Thais were re-
For example, Haw tribal ?qrted yesterday o have
‘fagents working for the Central ~Joined Gen. Vang Pao’s army
Intelligence Agency Cross into of Meo tribesmen at Long
South China from Laos and = Chien. Reports from the area
“Black Thai tribesmen cross teday said a North Vietnam-
into North Vietnam from Laos. ese attack was beaten back | . ... -
These tribes live on both and some positions previously'{ -, .7
sides of the borders, the Haw. Jost to the Communists had -
in northern Laos and Yunnan, . been retaken. -
the Black Thal in Laos’' Sam _ Thais have long operated in
Neua Province and North Viet-  Laos. In February, 1967, re-
Y ham'’s Dien Bien Phu Prov- - porters saw Thai commandoes
ince, making their.detection .’ at Nam Bac, a Lao govern-.
difficult, S ment base 60 miles north of
guerrillas the royal capital of Luang™,
. .o [Prabang, not far from the Ha- ! -
' : ~ . . cnoi-Peking borders. S
. : L

, Lyt :
P i Ay Y .
PN RS S8 LA L SR

i

;. The pro-Ame)

The Thais stood out like a § .
_sore thumb for they spokeina ; ' .
.-.Banﬁkok dialect. oo
..."7 When questionedclosely.;
;1. ithey admitted they were front. ;
" ;the Thai military. )
.} *The secret army operations, .
.. in Soulheast Asia are directed, |
L o by small groups of efficient =~ -
. S " Americans working out of of= ! . .\
Jt. . ...+ fices under cover of organiza- ;
‘tions in various' cities in the i
. _region. 4
.; Laos, bordering-on all the ;
“Southeast Asia nations, is's =
'ideal for these U.S. operations, . -
- 'And the secret army concept ; -,
. "fits neatly into the Guam doc-, .
Jtrine, _ ; L S
. : Americans take care ofthe . - s
. }leadership, training, planning ¢ . S
“and logistics. The Asiams-do'} ..~ .~ .« .. ‘
\dho bulk of the fighting. v T

A
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ClA base crushed
by Lao patriofts

: " Daily World Foreign Department A /
Sam Thong, the U.S. CIA base in Laos 75 miles north of the capital of Vientiane,

has been put to the torch by Lao Patriotic Front forces, according to U.S. sources in
.Vientiane yesterday. The sources said a helicopter from the CIA-run “Air America”

~

line observed the scene on Sunday

Long Cheng, sister base to Sam
«Thong only six miles away in’

northern Laos, has become the .

| focal point for an international

pelitical controversy with farci-
cal overtones. U.S. newsmen last

but left when it met
ered this down somewhat by add-
ing that Thai involvement was

“very limited.”
On Saturday, President Richard
* Nixon confirmed the earlier

week reported that Long Cheng -

was being reinforced by Thai
‘mercenaries: and other Thai
troops flown. in from neighboring
- Thailand in the CIA’s ““Air Amer-
“fca” planes.

Both the Laos government in

Vientiane and the Thai govern-

, ment officially denied these re-

. ports. .
>~ "There are no Thai troops in-
Laos,"” the Vientiane government
declared, ‘ . '

But on Friday, White House

. press secretary Ronald L. Zieg-
ler said there were ifdeed Thai
_u'oops in ans. although he wat-

Y

-

'

statements of Ziegler that Thal

troops were in Laos. Nixon said:

“The Thai interest in Laos.. . in

. attempting to sustain the neutral-

ground fire from LPF units.

had been immediately hired by

the U.5. CIA and then airlifted ,
into Long Cheng in Laos. The '
sources sald two entire Thai bat- -

‘stalions (1,000 men) were in- .
-1 volved, :

ist government . . . has been known -

for many years.”

" Nixon also tried to connect this
Thai violation of the 1962 Geneva
Agreement on Laos with a re-

quest for aid from the Laos gov- ..
ernment to Thailand. But the

1962 agreement prohibits such
"requests.”

Sources in Vientiane, mean-

while, said that large numbers °

of Thai soldiers (of Lao minor-

*. form Bangkok or Vientiane
. what it is doing with them.

ity origin) had suddenly resigned

from the Thai Second Army and

If this. politically-embarrassing
incident makes anything clear, it

-certainly is the fact that the U.S. -

is. in complete command of the,

. “Royal Lao” and Thai armies -

and does not even bother to in- -
of .

In Cambodia, General Lon Nol, .
who was granted “full power"
last Wednesday by his National
Assembly, said in a statement-
Sunday: *‘The time of repression,
of dictatorship, is finished.” Gen.
Lon and the Cambodian military .
are in control of Phnom Penh,
the Cambodian capital.. -

e

o
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| @ﬂf@fﬁmﬁd‘ 'Limits to interve

By TOM FOLEY
An article in the first quarter
(January, 1970) issuc of Foreign
Affairs, called “'Limits to Inter-.
‘ vention,” calls for a sharp cutback
' < +in U.S. military intervention poli-
: cics abroad and also advocates
. that the Nixon administration
should reduce U.S. non-nuclear
armed forces “'to levels that char-
"acterized the Eisenhower per-"
fod"’ of the 1950s. .
Foreign Affairs Is widely re-
garded, both here and abroad, as
the foreign policy organ of an im-
* . portant part of the U.S. capitalist’
class.
The positions of the three au-
thors of the article would support

former Deputy Assistant Secre-

tary of Defense in 1965; ErnestR.
May, Dean of Harvard College;

and Adam Yarmolinsky, former

. . special assistant to the Defense
. .Secretary, 1961-64, and Depuly
=, Asst. Secretary of Defense for In-

Liaison), 1965-66. ‘
The authors show real concern -.
. about the *“‘uncertainty, confusion ’

L.« " _and discontent” created by U.s.
;" .+ intervention in Vietnam. They :

\ . /_note that the “broad bipartisan
t 7+ "consensus’’ which characterized
{
i
)
'

.5 the Cold War period in the U.S.
" bipartisan confusion... the expen--
' " diture of blood and treasure in

':': . ciety... as to whether the US.
** .. should in any circumstances be-

Lo war” _
"+ Policy re-examination asked
2" 1n their words, the authors try .

Ee AN

where the question of U.S. armed

+ ~ overt aggression by a major com--
", munist power against a-U.S. ally;

. (2) overt aggression by any state
.. . against a nation not a U.5. ally;
’= ' (3) internal violence jeopardizing
" .a friendly state, perhaps aided .
. from outside.”’ : ¢
2 #'". In all three cases, the authors
%" urge a policy of caution and re-

v straint. The first category, they .
: " say, is covered by existing treat-
‘. les (NATO, SEATO), but "all such
commitments deserve thoughtful
re-examination."”
The President, in consullation
with the Senate, should review all

P that view: Graham T. Allison, .

ternational Security Affairs (CIA ,, internal disorder and/or sub-

" 4. .Viet Nam has deepened funda- . intervention
mental doubts throughout our so- °

" .*.... come involved again in a limited '

"+ of various U.S. government agen- -

- *. ", Jntervention would be raised: “(1) "

half of an ally which is the victim * .
of overt aggression.”

t In effect, the authors are calling
for the weeding out of all."'com-.
mitments” which are not absolu-
tely vital to U.S. capitalism’s sur-
vival.

In the second category, the’

, authors say ‘‘there should be a
presumption against "U.S. inter-
vention.” (Emphasis in the origi-
nal - T.F.). Only in cases where

¢ other major powers, or better, the*
other major power is involved,
should there be any question. This
is an argument, on a very practi-
cal basis, against the U.S, acting.

_as a "world gendarme’ against -
revolt everywhere. -

“Internal disorder,” the third

- category, is discussed at some
length by the authors, with a focus .
on Thailand, Laos and Vietnam.
They say: “the administration *
should make a serious effort to es- |

. tablish a strong presumption

! apainst intervention, in cases of ‘|

version, even when there is out-
side encouragement or aid.” (Ori-'
ginal emphasis - T.F.). :
The authors adopt this point of.
view from the following consider-
ations: whether the U.S, will or
- will not intervene is likely to be
(only one factor in the decision of

" has been replaced by “widespread, people to revolt; the factors which

-produce revolt are “overwhelm- "
ingly local”; also, reduced U.S. .

would encourage .
“flabby” local regimes to set their *
.own houses in order, and this “'dis-

- order” is often what produces-re-"

volt in the first place. o
‘A different problem is the role’,

: cies (Pentagon, CIA, State Dept., ;

- to identify three types of cases * elc.) in evaluating a situation, The ,

T

—— . .
This latter remark is perhaps
one of the most revealing in the
whole article. It shows some of

" the more sordid problems before

the U.S. ruling class. The authors{
argue, not very convincingly, that
the President can make U.S. poli-
cies ‘unmistakably clear” to the

.CIA, the Pentagon, and other out- -

fits, and these agencies will toe
the line.

The article as a whole revealsa
tendency in certain sectors of the
U.S. capitalist class to at least
recognize problems and dangers
involved in trying to rule the worid. -
It would seem that they are aware
that the previous policy of *‘open-
ended” commitments everywhere
simply is no longer possible, given

" the balance of forces in the world '

today.

* But the article also shows an

awareness that empires founded \
on military power tend (o produce
“barracks emperors.” .

B OB M Moo o s

ety

- e

—— e W

_authors strongly argue for “insti-

tutional ways to guarantee compe-!

tition,"” i.e., that not only CIA data ,

_ i3 uscd 1o the exclusion of all else’’
in determining intervention. !

As an illustration of what they !
mean, the authors take Thatland,

"They write: “There can be no:
question that adoption of a pre-.
sumption against automatic de-

_fense of Thailand (by the U.S.):

".would arouse anguished and deter-

- mined resistance... o,
“Virtually all Aslan hands in
Washington would not only at-
tempt 1o prevent such a change,
but would, for a long time after-
ward, make every effort to bring’

} 'ABKF treaty. commitments, * before the President evidence, . '
) Ve kol Bl orne 208/Q3M0% 1 Gin.-
. for reaﬁrﬁl.?on. the Prgsident_;, oollc\%om?n:i?l‘l'avgu contr vo.160'1 R000700040001 =3
. 7 :i't:ia.u:z: 3hwln¢ him the errol_:: < -

should announce *a presumption

e a P U S

.
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Q\/ho:’s Whereﬁu\
\ When in Laos? |

SINCE serious debate on United
‘ ‘States involvement in Laos be-
gan, the Nixon administration’s |
response has heen one of more con-
-fusion than clarity. '

On the matter of casualties,
! President Nixon first said that ‘“‘no.
. American’’ had ever been killed in,
L .ground combat action there. Then
- _an Army captain was named as a:
.casualty. . Then the White House
.recounted -and_found ‘27" civilian {
"and military dead. Then recounted,
again and found ‘‘less than 50.”

' \‘// The latest reports indicate that !

the Central Intelligence Agency,
' the Army, the Agency Terha- |
" tiohal Development and even some 1
+'trbops from Thailand are involved :
Lin defense of a Laotian base at

- Long Chen. ' _

F American Special Forces teams
I appdrently are training Meo tribes- |
‘men as guerillas and other Ameri-
cans are flying as aerial intelli-
.gence observers. C

. Although Mr, Nixon has falked| -
-of a policy of disengagement in J
Asia, the casualty and activity re-

} ports indicate a serious, and’

_possibly deepening, engagement in '

b Laos. - 1 ’
'~ Mr. Nixon has “explained” the ; - '
-U.S. role in Laos once, but since.
. then the public has needed a score-
"card to tell who was where when.
It may soon be time for another gx-

‘ Lglanation
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(Chronicle correspond-
ent Lisa Hobbs recently com-
pleted an assignment in Cam-
bodia, where she had several
candid talks with Prince

Norodom Sihanouk, the- de--

posed chief of state.)
By Lisa Ilgﬂ-hs

Chronicle Forcign Service

It has become part of
American folklore lo sus-
peet the enthusiastic, if
clandestine, presence of the
“Central Intelligence Agen-
cy whenever a Southeast

Asian government rises or.

falls.
The overthrow of Prince
Norodom Sihanouk and his
neutralist government last
week might well justify this
' now customary suspicion.
There is no known evi-
dence that the CIA played
any role in the Phnom Penh
coup. But the suspicion ex-
ists, at least in this writer’s
mind, Such was Sibanouk’s
personal popularity that any
attempt by his political ri-
vals to depose him would
‘have necessitated foreign
- support. .
. REASON
If the CIA were involved,
what would have been the ra-
. {ionale? Perhaps it had its
- genesis in an attitude that
the prince expressed to me
during a private two-hour in-
terview at his Phnom Penh
villa last summer.

“If the Amcricans with-
draw from Southeast Asia,
Cambodia can no longer sur-
vive as an independent na-
tion,” he said. “And, as
Khmers, we would prefer the
Chinese to the Vietnamese.”

Later, the prince spoke of
the inevitability of a final
Communist takcover of all
Vietnam.

situation that would be intol-

erable Americgn_Asi
policy.p‘ﬁl?xr QY e \E&ﬁ?ﬁ

ter Susp

in Cambodia |

The prince was posiling a |

Newé Analysis

%

under Communistcontrol
" and Cambodia ruled from
" Peking, it would be only a
malter of time belore the
American presence would be
squeezed out of Thailand.

DANGER
The ‘prince spoke repeated-
ly of Cambodia being “in
i perpetual danger” from the
Thais in the west and the
Vietnamese in the east. Yet
" it was clear that the prince
envisioned no situation that
. could cause him to relinquish
t.his neutrality by seeking
American military .aid in the

- form of combatants.
“Americans should leave
“ Vietnam but stay iu all coun-
tries that accept their pres-
ence. There is no lack of
.countries like that: they need
"the U.S. dollar. We are poor.

but have our pride.”
t But pride, it scems, was

L

‘erating internal and external
ipressures. These pressurcs
sprang from three main
‘sources — the Army which,
 living on coolie level, has not
.had a raise in pay since 1954;
L the politically. powerful and
' personally ‘ wealthy rightists
within the Sangkum, therul-
ing party; the increasing po-
litical and economic instabili-
ty throughout Southeast
Asia. '

CRITICAL

Within the last few weceks,
U. §. domestic- awareness of
American involverentin
Laos bad reached a peak.

1ot enough to stay the accel-,

 Cambodia,  sharing borders,

r
¢
i

with Laos as well as withl
Thailand and South Vietnam,
became overnight a critical
strategic prize. In view of the .
Laotian situation, her neu-
tralist stance might welll
have became untenable fo!
the three powers that have:
lusted after her .possession
for many years. | °

The die was cast when the

prince left for Paris. in a
swiit and apparently well-;
planned mancuver, the gov--,
“ernment fell into the hands of

the pro-American Trightists.
The prince, long a thorn int
the side of U. S. policy-make.
ers, was out. .

- Was the CIA standing in
| the wings directing this in-!
triguing little Asian drama?,

hours plotting and planning
"all over Asia it should be giv-
en a little credit on the basis,

of the probable. . <1 L0

/-

There is no proof. However,
the agency puts in such long -
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C rmcs At Work

The crxtics of American foreign pohcy and
actmty, both in Congress and in the country at |
~large, are endeavoring to make a prlme case of |
~ the fact that CIA agents and some service volun- g \/
~teers are assisting the Laotion army build up a |
|
i
|

L machine fo resxst Communist invasion.

" The unfan‘ness of the criticism is magnified by 7
s the fact that it is so one sided. Whatever the
United States does is horrible. Americans mlss no !
© opportunity fo plcture their country as an’ ogre.
The other side is a matter to be overlooked.

Russia has at least 4,000 “technicians” help-
ing the Arab countries. She has thousands in North |
" Vietnam. They are scattered throughout Africa.

France and England have similar representatives, !
- not in the same numbers, but none the less there. !
‘ Buf because the United States has a few hun.- 1
¢ dred men willing to help a beleaguered country .

fend off a Commu